Risks of dual pharmacy use

Researchers wanted to find out if Veterans who use both VA and Medicare drug benefits
were at higher risk of receiving overlapping presciptions for opioids (for pain) and
benzodiazapenes (to ease anxiety)—a potentially dangerous drug combination.
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Conclusion: “Among a national cohort of veterans dually enrolled in VA and Medicare, receiving
prescriptions from both sources was associated with greater risk for receiving potentially unsafe
overlapping prescriptions for opioids and benzodiazepines.”
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