[bookmark: _GoBack]Hi, I’m Mike Richman of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs—with your VA 
research nugget of the day. Nearly 40 million U.S. adults, including many Veterans, have chronic kidney disease, a huge risk factor for heart failure, heart attacks, and stroke. At the San Francisco VA, Dr. Michael Schlipak and Dr. Michelle Estrella are trying to improve kidney care for Veterans by making a test available in VA. It’s called the cystatin-c test. Cystatin-c is a protein in all cells in the body. It’s filtered through the kidneys, with low filtration rates indicating a kidney problem. Schlipak and Estrella believe that combining the cystatin-c test with the more established kidney test—the creatineen test—will improve kidney care for Veterans. To learn more about VA research, go to research.va.gov. That’s research.va.gov. I’m Mike Richman.
