[bookmark: _GoBack]Hi, I’m Mike Richman of the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs—with this VA 
Research nugget. Did you know that VA researchers invented the first clinically successful cardiac pacemaker? In 1958, Dr. Williams Chardack of the VA hospital in buffalo teamed up with engineers to test an early model of their device—basically, an electrode attached to a pulse generator. They refined the design of the unit and, in 1960, implanted pacemakers into a 77-year-old man who lived for 10 months. That year, they implanted pacemakers into nine other patients, some of whom lived for over 20 years. The design was the first implanted pacemaker to be commercially produced. Implanted cardiac pacemakers prevent life-threatening complications from irregular heartbeats. To learn more about VA research, go to research.va.gov. That’s research.va.gov. I’m Mike Richman.

