
VA Caribbean Healthcare System 

2017 National Research Week Activities Schedule 

May 15 – 19, 2017 

National VA Research Week 2016 Opening Ceremony 
May 17, 2016 8:30am to 9:00am VACHS Main Lobby 

Event Time Presenter Responsible Owner 
Posting of the Colors 9:00am Master of Ceremony TBN Brunilda padilla 
Invocation 9:05am Rev. Gerardo Cintron Cosme Romero 
Welcome 9:10am Antonio Sánchez , MD, MHSA, 

FAPA, FACHE, Acting Director
PAO 

 Resident Commissioner 
Short Message 

9:15am Res.  Jennifer González PAO 

 ACOS for R&D Remarks 9:20am Keryl Motta, MD – Acting 
ACOS for R&D 

Keryl Motta, MD 

 Proclamation 
 Research Participants 

Video 

9:25am Agustín Montañez-Allman,
Veterans’ Advocate, Research 
Participants and Acting ACOS 

for R&D 

PAO 

Live Presentation dedicated to Research Participants (Patients’ Educational Activities and Health Clinic) 
May 17, 2017 9:30 am to 12:00 noon VACHS Main Lobby 

Event Time Presenter Responsible Owner 

Would you like to be a research 
participant? Presentation 
(LIVE STREAMING) 

9:30am to 9:40am 

(Q&A included) 

Keryl Motta, MD – 
Acting ACOS for R&D 

Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 
Ramon, Research Pharmacist 

Dying in the Intensive Care Unit 
Pulmonary and Critical Care Research 
(LIVE STREAMING) 

9:40am to 9:55am 

(Q&A included) 

Dr. William Rodriguez 
Dr. Yomayra Otero 
Ginger Arzon/Fela 

Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 
Ramon, Research Pharmacist 

Cancer Statistics and Research Studies 9:55am to 10:10am Dr. William Caceres Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 

R&D Service and SODEINC Inc.  Activity for  Employees and Study Coordinators 
May 16, 2017  at Jardín Botánico of  Río Piedras (Outside of VACHS) 

Event Time Presenter Responsible Owner 
Employees’ Appreciation Date 

Team Building Activity  
8:00 am – 4:30 pm Edwin Aviles from the 

ACOS/Education Service 
Ana Rivera, AO and Michelle Moreno 



Hema/Onco Research 
(LIVE STREAMING) 

 
(Q&A included) 

x-86022 Ramon, Research Pharmacist 

Cardiology Research  
(LIVE STREAMING) 
 

10:10am to 10:25am 
 

(Q&A included) 

Pending confirmation 
 

Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 
Ramon, Research Pharmacist 

Women Health Program 
 (LIVE STREAMING) 
 

10:25am to 10:40am 
 

(Q&A included) 

Mrs. Agnes Santiago-Cotto 
 

Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 
Ramon, Research Pharmacist 

 
Intermission 

 

 
10:40am – 10:55am 

 
Music, Pop Corn, water & 

other 
 

 
 Ana I. Rivera, AO/R&D 

Pulmonary and Critical Care Table #1 
 

10:00am to 12:00noon Dr. Yomayra Otero 
x-10116 

Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 
Ramon, Research Pharmacist 
 

Eye Screening Clinic Table  #2 
 

10:00am to 12:00noon Dr. Laura E. Dalmasy-Frouin 
x-21136 

 

Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 
Ramon, Research Pharmacist 

CSP 577 Table  #3 10:00am to 12:00noon Carmen Pedrosa and  
Kayssa Otero 

CSPs Staff 
 

Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 
Ramon, Research Pharmacist 

TBI Table #4 10:00am to 12:00noon Dr. Isabel Borrás 
TBI Mentees Group (IRP) 

Maria Frontera (Leader) 

Lourdes Gomez, RCO and Carmen 
Ramon, Research Pharmacist 
 

Retrieval of Colors & Closure 12:00noon to 12:05pm Keryl Motta, MD –  
Acting ACOS for R&D  

Brunilda x-10124 and Dr. Keryl Motta

 
Research & Development Service Tea and Coffee Chat Time 

May 18, 2016  2:30pm to 4:00pm OPA  Lobby 2nd  Floor 
 

Event Time Presenter Responsible Owner 

 Tea and Coffee Chat Time 
o FDA Clinical Trial 
Inspections and FDA 
General Operations 
o Women's Health 
Research 
o VA State of the Art 
Conference in Rural Health 
Experience  

2:30pm-4:00pm Keryl Motta MD – Acting 
ACOS for R&D 

 

Ana Rivera AO 
 

 



Introductory Research Program (IRP) Presentation and Ceremony 
May 19, 2017 9:30am to 1:30pm  

New Administration Building 240m (second floor) and 101a and b (first floor) 

Event Time Presenter Responsible Owner 
Registration 9:30am IRP Coordinators Ms.  Carmen Sierra 

Welcome & Invocation 10:00am Rev. Gerardo Cintron IRP Coordinators 

Recognition Ceremony 
 Distinguished Investigator

10:10am 
Executive Team Member(s), 

ACOS for R&D 
& IRP Coordinators 

IRP Coordinators/ Irma Molina-Vicenty

IRP Oral Presentations: Best 
Research Works 2017! 

10:30am IRP Mentees IRP Coordinators 

IRP Mentees’ Certificates 
Ceremony 

11:00am Irma L. Molina-Vicenty, MD & 
Lourdes Guerrios, MD IRP Coordinators 

Break 11:30am-12:00m 

IRP Poster Appreciation 
 Opening
 Research and Mentorship Poster

Exhibition: Health Equity in
Research: Bridging the Gap
More than 20 Research
presentations by IRP mentees in
different disciplines that will
compete for: 

o Best Oral Presentation
Award 1st  Place

o Best Oral Presentation
Award 2nd  Place

o Best Poster Award 1st

Place
o Best Poster Award 2nd

Place
o Best Poster Award 3rd

Place

 Research and Outcomes
Exhibition: Research &
Development/Quality /System
Redesign Partnership

12:00m to 1:00pm 

Dr. Irma L. Molina-Vicenty, 
ACOS for R&D, and 

Dr. Antonio Sánchez VACHS 
Acting Director 

IRP Mentees 

2016  IRP Abstract/Poster 
Presentations  Expert Panel 

Diana M. Fernández-Santos, BS, 
MS, EdD 

Carlamarie Noboa Ramos, 
PhDc, MS 

Arthur D. Tinoco, PhD 
Lourdes E. Soto de Laurido, 

Ed.D, MPHE 
Yaritza Diaz-Algorri, M.S., 

Dr.PH 
José Agosto, PhD 

Valerie Wojna, PhD 
Carmen Maldonado, PhD 

Maritere Acevedo, PT, 
MPHActing Quality Manager, 

Carlos Tirado, IE, PE, 
MSQSMASQ CQM/OE, ASQ 

CSSBB, System Redesign 

Whole IRP Ceremony  Work Group 
/IRP Coordinators/ Irma Molina-

Vicenty 



Coordinator 
and Irma L. Molina-Vicenty, MD 

ACOS for R&D 
Best Quality Research ;  Dying in 

the Intensive Care Unit by 
William Rodriguez, MD 

Activity Closure 
 IRP Mentees’ Award Ceremony 
 Presentation of IRP Coordinators 

2016-2017 
 IRP Logo Unveil 
 Closure: IRP Video for Closure 

1:00pm to 1:30pm 

Irma L. Molina-Vicenty, MD, 
Lourdes Guerrios, MD and 

Panel of Experts 
 

Irma L. Molina-Vicenty, MD & IRP 
Coordinators 

 


