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Field Conference Call – Meeting Notes
Monday, January 11, 2021 at 1:30 pm ET 


1. Welcome 						Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD 

Dr. Ramoni welcomed attendees and highlighted ORD’s efforts for VA Research to become more enterprise-oriented by pointing toward agenda items in that context.  She discussed how part of establishing the enterprise includes building a community among the ACOS-Rs, AOs and investigators in the field.  The passing of Dr. Lawrence Kaminsky, ACOS-R from the Stratton (Albany) VA Medical Center was also noted.  His personality, accomplishments and contributions to the VA research community will be missed.

2. ORD Topics						Grant Huang, MPH, Ph.D.

a. Changes for 2021 ORD Field Calls 

ORD plans to change platforms for the Field Calls starting with in February.  Some in the field are helping with providing input on how those calls will run.

b. Introduction of Chief Veterinary Medical Officer - George Lathrop, DVM

Dr. Lathrop was introduced to the field and a brief biosketch was provided (attached).  He commented on his appreciation for Dr. Fallon’s efforts as his predecessor and looked forward to working with the group.

c. COVID-19 research dashboard –Overview (Part 1) - Michael Rainho, Karolina Welder, Alex Devine 

A brief introduction was given on a COVID-19 research tool (see attachment) to allow the field to know what COVID-19 research was being done and how investigators can identify others working in a similar field.  Slides and the link to the tool was provided.  A future demo will be given to show the capabilities to call attendees.

d. Network of Dedicated Enrollment Sites (NODES) upcoming RFA 

The Cooperative Studies Program plans to release an RFA expanding the NODES network in the next few weeks.  Those interested in NODES should refer to the website at: https://www.vacsp.research.va.gov/CSP_Centers/Network_of_Dedicated_Enrollment_Sites_NODES.asp

 
3. Finance							Allen Dunlow

Mr. Dunlow updated the status of the $20M Prior Year rescission imposed in the FY21 Omnibus Appropriations Act.  Most pull of funds to satisfy the $20M rescission has been executed and stations impacted know that funds have been pulled back.  Though we do not anticipate any requirement to pull additional prior year funds to satisfy the $20M rescission, Mr. Dunlow requested that if any station has prior year dollars that they would like to return that they self-identify within next 24 to 48 hours.  Any funds returned could help alleviate the need for central office to use current year funds to satisfy several required central bills.

The field was also informed of new legislation that enables funds transferred from another federal agency to become no year funds.  ORD is working a white paper to inform the field on use of this new authority.  This legislation only concerns dollars from another federal agency that will be transferred to a Non-Profit Corporation for management and execution.  Dollars from another federal agency that will remain within the VA for execution are not impacted by this new legislation.

Mr. Dunlow as informed the field of the intent to require them to respond to a task to provide the execution status of every open merit.  It is currently anticipated that this requirement to report on the execution of funding will occur in the mid-March time frame.


4. IT Updates						Carl Grunfeld, M.D., Ph.D.

Two Thirds of the VA computers have now had OneDrive activated.  Dr. Grunfeld intended to send out a guide to VA use of OneDrive, but VA OIT wants to approve it and they are still working one that was drafted. In brief, it is for individual PC files and not for complicated group sharing, although OneDrive files can be shared within the VA.  Files on OneDrive are backed up.  Individual accounts get 1TB of storage.  The guide is expected to be provided soon.     

We are still working on a path to get the most commonly used statistical software approved so they will not be removed and perhaps even funded by IT through Software as a Service.  IT is recommending that people try to learn R.  SPSS is the system likely to be the first that the VA will support with funds.   

We are actively adding increasing numbers of Research Scientific Computing Devices (aka RSCD by IT) to local VLANs.  We have just had a group ask to put an RSCD on their VLAN that another group had previously done.  Because it had been previously done for the specific machine, it sailed through the second time.


5. Updates							Gerhard Schulteis, Ph.D.

Dr. Schulteis announced that ORD and NAVREF will be collaborating once again on a national virtual joint conference in August, 2021.  Both the ACOS and AO groups will be participating in program planning and the meeting itself.  The ACOS group is represented in the planning effort by 5 ACOS R&D volunteers who are regionally distributed across the country, and varying in size/complexity of Research Program.  The AO group is represented by members of their Education Committee.  Topics/themes for conference sessions should be forwarded to Gery Schulteis (Gerhard.Schulteis@va.gov) or Sharon Jacky (Sharon.Jacky@va.gov), who will bring them to the Planning Committee.


6. IT/Informatics						James L. Breeling, M.D.

There are several strategic priorities in the area of IT/Informatics:

1. Procurement of a CRMS/CTMS system for enterprise use in clinical trial management
1. Cloud migration and use of cloud credits to centralize research infrastructure
1. Widespread knowledge about ORD IT Service Catalog (items in the VA System Inventory with Authority to Operate)
1. Enterprise research software efforts (Quickbooks, Endnote, SPSS, etc.) with license management
1. Enterprise biomedical lab/rehab lab isolation architecture with standardized biomedical engineering support


7. Service Updates

· BLR&D Updates					Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D., MBA 


· A reminder: Do not contact Scientific Program Managers about proposals under review until after January 14, 2021.
· Referencing the budget $20M rescission in the research appropriation by Mr. Dunlow, to allow funding of new proposals this cycle BLRD will be implementing immediately a 9% budget cut of existing and new projects, not including non-clinician PI salaries. 
· Dr. Bever will hold a BLRD Director’s Virtual Town Hall meeting for BLRD funded investigators which is tentatively scheduled for Friday, January 22, 2021 at 1:30 pm EST. Further information will be forthcoming. 
· ORD has approved a  memorandum of understanding with the National Center for Advancing Translational Science to expand the use of tissue and organ on a chip technologies in VA research, with a focus on reducing the use of dogs, cats and non-human primates in our research. We will support validation studies of these new technologies through the validation RFA. Interested investigators should contact Arun Sharma, Scientific Program Manager (arun.sharma@va.gov). 
· ORD with NINDS, NIA and DOD is establishing an interagency resource center to support preclinical TBI research funded by all government agencies. Review of center applications will be managed by BLRD. The deadline for submission of TBI Resource Center applications is February 24, 2021.
· Nominations for the 2021 Middleton Award are due in ORD – February 1, 2021. 
The nomination instructions can be found on the website for the Middleton award and a link will be included in the field conference notes 
The Middleton award, BLR&D’s highest honor for outstanding scientific achievement. We are looking for VA scientists whose research program has had a substantial real-world impact on the healthcare of Veterans. The nominee should stand head and shoulders above his/her peers in terms their impact on a research field of prime important to VA’s research mission. 
https://www.research.va.gov/services/blrd/middleton.cfm


· CSR&D Updates					Terri Gleason, Ph.D.

CSRD Community of Science (COS)

With thanks to Miriam Smyth and Jane Battles, as well as our presenters, on Thursday Jan 7, CSRD held its second COS meeting focused on COVID19 research.  We emphasized some available resources for the field, including EPIC3/CSP #2028 and VA CURES Program of master protocols for clinical trials.  The presentations from COS are available on our COVID19 website if you are interested in learning about this activity.  And we are already planning our next session, which will be more focused on research opportunities related to post-vaccination and longer term follow up and health outcomes.

[bookmark: _Hlk61266414]CSRD Budget Notes

This week CSRD will make funding decisions regarding its merit and career development applications which were reviewed in the Fall 2020 round.  Together with BLRD, CSRD has a high degree of concern regarding its ability to execute during this time of the pandemic, as that impacts what resources CSRD should be dedicating to new projects.  A few specific notes include:

As of Friday, our records showed that CSR&D studies on hold: 

· 84 CSRD studies are still on hold at 24 different stations 
· 2 stations are still on CRADO/ORD hold (Brockton= 6; East Orange=2) 

As CSRD make decisions about supporting new studies, the concern is making new awards where research is on hold, and coming to the best understanding about what can actually go forward so we make informed decisions.  Dr. Gleason asked that if one is contacted by the CSRD office regarding HOLD related study questions or status, to please respond as quickly and fully as possible.

In terms of overall budget management, CSRD is beginning to draft a guidance regarding requests for project extensions.  It is not known, nor we would presume, that we have infinite resources.  CSRD priority considerations going forward in approving extensions will be considering whether it is concerning:

· Early career/CADE trainees*
· Clinical trials with participants already enrolled
· Projects with end dates in 2021
· Projects where the entire program is in jeopardy
· Projects where there are substantial consequences to consider

CSRD will encourage awardees to think about mitigation strategies:
· Apply for and consider other funding mechanisms to support your work.  In the case of CADE, work with your program officer to ensure we are aligned with policy
· Consider No Cost Extensions prior to Cost Extensions as NCEs may be applied more liberally
· Spread out your current funding strategically – moving or holding spending when your project is on hold, work with your administrative officer across fiscal years.

CSRD is also scheduling sessions with our CADE awardees and intend to have a better idea of what challenges they are facing in general through these specific discussions.
This is all to give the field a flavor of the decisions to be made, and share some thoughts about how the service will approach this, with this round of funding being the first fully impacted by COVID19.

Questions:  Theresa.gleason@va.gov


· RR&D Updates						Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.

Scientific Review Timelines (refer to applicable FOA/RFA for details):
Please continue to contact RR&D for guidance and to ask questions.  

Winter 2021 - Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist:
· Updated RFAs published – September 28, 2020
· LOI and Waiver Request deadline – November 2, 2020 (Nov 1 falls on a Sunday)
· Last possible application submission deadline – December 10, 2020
· Scientific Review – February 18-26, 2021
· Scores released – March 2, 2021
· Summary Statements released – March 22, 2021
· Intent-to-Fund notifications – by mid-April 2021

Spring 2021 – SPiRE:
· NEW RFA published – December 22, 2020
· LOI and Waiver Request deadline – February 1, 2021
· Last possible application submission deadline (no changed/corrected applications after this date) – March 10, 2021
· Scientific Review – April 22, 2021
· Scores and Summary Statements released – May 12, 2021
· Intent-to-Fund notifications – by late June 2021
[bookmark: _Hlk29287161]


Notes Regarding eRA:
· An UPDATED VA-ORD Application Guide SF424 (R&R), dated December 28, 2020, has been published and must be followed starting with the Spring 2021 review cycle (http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm).
· New eRA Commons home and landing screens coming January 12, 2021. Reference Guide Notice NOT-OD-21-028. A video tutorial is available at https://era.nih.gov/era-training/era-videos.htm#erascreens .
· The NIH has announced a new eRA Commons login option. All users will be required to switch by September 15, 2021. Please visit their web page Two-Factor Authentication: Accessing eRA Modules via login.gov for details.
· NIH is working to make the feature that allows users with the signing official (SO) role to view summary statements and the overall impact score on the eRA Commons Status Information screen available for VA-ORD applications. Timeline will likely be end of March. Reference Guide Notice NOT-OD-20-126. 
· Until this feature is available, RR&D will continue to send copies of summary statements to the research offices along with the review outcome report.


· HSR&D & QUERI Updates 				Naomi Tomoyasu, Ph.D., 
David Atkins, M.D., 
		Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH

Update on COVID Funding opportunities:

Vaccine acceptance, messaging and implementation – Concept papers for Phase I Planning funds (up to $100,000 for up to 6 months) due January 21. Aim: to promote the better understanding of Veterans’ attitudes and beliefs about COVID-19 vaccines, facilitators and barriers for their uptake and in particular, focusing on health disparities and cultural competency.  Phase II will involve the full conduct and implementation of the COVID-19 vaccine uptake research and will be only open to one group of VA investigators who received the planning award for phase I awards.  Funds for Phase II will be for up to $500,000 per year for up to 2 years. For more details, please go to https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/COVID-vaccine-behavior-study-RFA.pdf or reach out to Dr. Miho Tanaka at Miho.tanaka@va.gov or Dr. Maciej Gonek at Maciej.Gonek@va.gov . 

Non-COVID impacts:

Supplements – A solicitation was released on December 22, 2020 and proposals are due January 22.  Earliest possible start date is March 1, 2021.

The purpose of this funding is to leverage existing projects for rapid data analyses on certain health outcomes focused on the pandemic’s effect on one or more non-COVID priority health outcomes (e.g. disruption to clinical care, social interactions, economic stressors) through an existing cohort or dataset that was collected pre- and post-pandemic.  Supplements are only for investigators with HSRD funded projects active in 2021 (IIRs, pilots etc.). Priority will be giving to proposals that leverage large cohort or data analyses studies especially those that collect longitudinal clinical health outcome data at the national or multi VISN level. Funding is up to $100,000 and for up to one year.  For more information, please contact Dr. Steph Guerra at Stephanie.Guerra@va.gov.
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HSRD is recruiting to backfill a Health Science Officer/Scientific Program Manager position vacated by Dr. George Fitzelle who retired at the end of December 2020. In the interim, Dr. Nsini Umoh will be managing the aging related study portfolio until a permanent SPM is recruited.  Anyone interested is asked to email Liza Catucci at liza.catucci@va.gov for information and details about applying for the position. 

2020 HSR&D Field Awards

· We received following number of applications/nominations:
· Best Research Paper of the Year = 13
· Health System Impact = 10
· Daniel Deykin Outstanding Mentor = 9
· Reviews have been scheduled for the first 2 weeks of February 2021.

[bookmark: _Hlk57708220]CDA updates and Request for Nominations for Subject Matter Experts to Serve on Centralized GS14/15 Field Promotion Panel (see attachment titled “Field Promotion SME Guidance”)

· 33 CDA proposals were received for review in March.
· GS14/15 field promotions were reviewed on December 16th and have been classified by VSHO.  They are on route for signature.
· The next due date for field promotion nominations is March 1, with anticipated review in May or early June.
· Career Scientist nominations will be reviewed on January 12th.
· CDA LOIs are due April 15th and will be reviewed the first or second week in May.
· An announcement will go out early this month requesting nominations from each COIN for subject matter experts to serve on the GS14/15 field promotion review panel.  Please see below for more information.

CIDER Updates

· Veterans’ Perspectives: The Importance of Being There for Veterans with Depression 

· JGIM Supplement: Opioid Safety among Veterans with Chronic Pain and Addiction

· Request for Application for Designation as Patient Safety Center of Inquiry: Proposals must be received no later than January 31, 2021.

[bookmark: _Hlk4673978]SMRB Update

Winter 2021 Cycle

· The HSR&D Summer 2020 Intent-to-Submit (ITS) window in ART closed November 4, 2020 at 8:00 pm ET.
· 199 ITS were received for HSR&D.
· The last day to submit full applications (using Grants.gov Workspace or eRA ASSIST) was December 10, 2020. 
· We received 33 CDAs, 13 Pilots, and 117 IIRs, for a total of 163 applications.
· HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board and Career Development Award review meetings are both scheduled to take place virtually on March 2 -5, 2021.
· For questions regarding the review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. 
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