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Field Conference Call – Meeting Notes

Monday, January 13, 2020
at 1:30 pm ET - Conference room 600

VANTS 1-800-767-1750, Access code 17323

1. Welcome 




Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD
2. Year end budget update


Allen S. Dunlow
Mr. Dunlow informed the field that the FY20 appropriation was signed into law and the program is no longer operating under a continuing resolution (CR).  As soon as OMB issues the final apportionment documents for the year, he hopes to be able to distribute the remaining project balances associated with the ITA.  Mr. Dunlow thanked the field for the tremendous work and support provided by everyone to return $50M to satisfy the rescission imposed on the FY1920 funding.  The final 4 actions are working.  Once complete, the $50M pull back of funds to satisfy the rescission will be complete.  No additional pull back of FY1920 funding is anticipated.
3. Updates on Human Subject Protection
Karen Jeans, Ph.D.
1.   Cooperative Research Provisions: Single IRB Implementation in VA:   ORD will be conducting national training on VA’s implementation of the single IRB mandate (cooperative research provision) in the 2018 Requirements of the revised Common Rule.  The training will be conducted on January 14, 2020; the training will be repeated on January 22, 2020.  The training will be recorded.  Registration for the January 14, 2020 session was sent out previously; please contact Ms. Soundia Duche if you have any questions about registering for the sessions.  

2.   VAIRRS:  ORD continues to work with IRB Net for the roll-out of the VA Innovation and Research Review System (VAIRRS).  The process of bringing on the first Tier (Tier One) VA Sites of the three Tiers is on schedule. In February, 12 VA sites that are already on IRB Net will be moved to the VA IRB Net platform (VAIRRS).  An additional 27 VA sites will be completing a series of 4 web-based trainings on IRB Net prior to coming to Washington DC for an intensive 2-day training in March. The training for those VA sites is complete on Friday, March 6th.  The transition will occur over that weekend, March 7-8th.  The Tier One VA sites will all be on VAIRRS Monday, March 8th.

3.   Continued Delay in Implementation of VHA Directive 1200.01 Policies for Three Specific Areas until July 31, 2020:  ORD is informing the VA research community that there will be a continuation of the planned delay of three specific policy areas of VHA Directive 1200.01.  This information with Dr. Clancy’s signed memorandum will be placed on ORD’s website. The three specific policy areas are:

a. Paragraphs 5.h.(9); 5.i., and 5.l.(3) – Establishment of Research & Development Committee Conflict of Interest Committees for review of the OGE Form 450 Alternative – VA, Research Financial Conflict of Interest Statement.  ORD is working with the Office of General Counsel Ethics to issue a new Directive separate from VHA Directive 1200.01 establishing the policy and procedures for filing of the financial disclosure forms (Alt-450s) by VA Investigators and the review of Alt-450s at VA Facilities in conjunction with the Department’s Government Ethics program.  VA Facilities should continue following their procedures developed prior to the release of the revised VHA Directive 1200.01 for identifying and managing financial conflicts of interest for VA Investigators, including filing of the Alt 450s by VA Investigators conducting VA research.

b. Paragraphs 5.h.(6), 5.j, and 5.k – Completion of Information System Security Officer (ISSO) and Privacy Officer (PO) review before any VA study is given final approval. ORD is working with the Office of Information Security and VHA Privacy to resolve issues and revise policy language. NOTE:  All VA human subjects studies (including exempt research) must continue to have an ISSO and PO review prior to the study receiving final R&D Committee approval, and such reviews must be documented.  This requirement will continue to be enforced by ORO.  

c. Paragraph 10.c. – Use of Material Transfer Agreements (MTA) for transfer of biospecimens from VA in collaborative research activities.  ORD is working with the Office of General Counsel and the Technology Transfer Program on a policy revision and approval for revised MTA templates.

4. Service Updates

· BLR&D Updates


Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D., MBA
· CSR&D Updates


Terri Gleason, Ph.D.
BL/CS Scientific Review meetings have completed. Funding decision will be made by January 17. Applicants and research offices are reminded that they should not be contacting Program Managers to discuss their submitted applications until after January 17. Notifications to the field will go out no later than January 31. 

· We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.

The 2020 Middleton Award:
Nominations for the 2020 Middleton Award are due in ORD – February 3, 2020. 

The nomination instruction can be found on the website for the Middleton award and a link will be included in the field conference notes 

The Middleton award, BLR&D’s highest honor for outstanding scientific achievement. We are looking for VA scientists whose research program has had a substantial real-world impact on the healthcare of Veterans. The nominee should stand head and shoulders above his/her peers in terms their impact on a research field of prime important to VA’s research mission. 

https://www.research.va.gov/services/blrd/research-awards.cfm
Biomedical Laboratory Research and Development

Field-based meetings:

The request for funding for field based meetings to foster collaborative multi-site studies in priority areas for Veterans has closed. Applications are being processed. Decisions will be announced no later than February 15.

Biomedical Laboratory R&D Clinical Scientist and Senior Clinical Scientist Awards:

Nominations to this program are currently being accepted. To be eligible for this opportunity the Principal Investigator must have submitted an application to a BLRD RFA in Fall 2019, received a percentile score better than 20. More information may be found on the BLRD website.

Other Notes

· We are currently working on a Translational Center Funding Opportunity Announcement. The goal of the center is to create an educational entity regarding movement of discovery science down the translational pathway. We would like the center to organize a webinar series where VA investigators with translational experience can share that information with other VA investigators, as well as educational activities that inform VA investigators on translational issues such as FDA regulation, Technology Transfer Program, and other educational topics addressing requirements for IND filling (toxicity, carcinogenicity, DMPK studies etc.). In addition to webinar series, the center will play a major role in creating a list of VA investigators with expertise in different translational areas, who are interested in serving as a mentor for other VA investigators. The center will connect the investigators with mentors and monitor their progress.

· The Tech Transfer program and BLRD will be announcing funding decisions on the Tech Transfer supplement applications in the next 10 days. We hope to be able to release funds to local stations by the end of January but that is dependent on the resolution of the current budget issues. 

· RR&D Updates


Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Congratulations to Steven G. Waxman, MD, PhD
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Dr. Waxman and the W. Haven VA are mentioned in the January 2020 National Geographic Magazine. It is a Special Issue on the future on medicine, focusing on pain and how scientists are gaining information and exploring new treatments. Dr. Waxman is Director of RR&D Center for Restoration of Nervous System Function at W. Haven VA and holds appointments at Yale University School of Medicine. He is an internationally recognized expert in this field. 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Refined RR&D Mission and Portfolio Descriptions:  https://www.rehab.research.va.gov/ 

In response to questions we receive about decisions related to LOI acceptance or application panel assignments, we have revised the overall RR&D service purview and individual research portfolio descriptions. No changes were made to the programs, just providing clarity in the descriptions of them.

Fatal Application Errors: There was an unusual uptick in applications with fatal errors for the Winter 2020 review cycle, so we would like to re-emphasize the errors that will cause an application to be administratively withdrawn (not accepted for review) as stated in the VA-ORD SF424 Application Guide.

· e-Applications (in eRA Commons) that fail to meet the formatting requirements (font (size, color, type density), line spacing and margins) will be withdrawn from review.

· All e-Applications must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs or video clips) within specified page limits. Any submission with URLs placed anywhere else except the Biographical Sketch and Bibliography and References Cited will be withdrawn from review. Note: URLs within official documents that cannot be altered, such as letterhead (URLs may not appear in the body of a support letter) or published articles/manuscripts, will be accepted.

· An application that utilizes appendices or other sections to circumvent the stated page limits will be administratively withdrawn and not reviewed.

· Applications that miss the submission and verification deadlines will not be accepted for review. Changed/Corrected applications submitted after the Last Possible Submission Date will not meet the verification deadline and therefore will not be accepted for review. We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official (SO) can take advantage of the 2-day application viewing window to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. While we encourage the PI and SO to carefully review any system generated WARNINGS received, you should not rely solely on system validation checks to ensure a successful application submission.

Administrative Project Modification: Please be reminded that research projects are to be carried out according to the plan presented in the approved application. In accordance with VHA Directive 1200.02, approval from the appropriate Service Director is required for any significant change to an approved/funded research project. Modification requests should be timely (e.g., change in PI should occur before the researcher departs VA).

Criteria and Instructions for Requesting an Administrative Project Modification and the modification form are available on the ORD website at https://www.research.va.gov/resources/policies/merit_review.cfm. 

Publications: In accordance with VHA Directive 1200.19, contributions of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) to research must be appropriately acknowledged and publicly disclosed. Please share the ORD Checklist for Publishing VA Research with your investigators. We are seeing many non-compliant publications in the Research Performance Progress Reports. 

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW TIMELINES (refer to applicable FOA/RFA for details):

Please continue to contact RR&D for guidance and to ask questions. 

Center and Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP):
· Application deadline - August 15, 2019

· Scientific Review - October 29-30, 2019

· Scores and Summary Statements – December 2, 2019 

· Administrative Review/Site Visits - November 2019 thru June 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – Subsequent to site visits

Winter 2020 - Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist:

· New RFAs published – October 1, 2019

· LOI and Waiver Request deadline – November 1, 2019

· Last possible application submission deadline – December 11, 2019

· Scientific Review – February 25-28, 2020

· Scores released – March 3, 2020

· Summary Statements released – March 23, 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – by mid-April 2020

Spring 2020 – SPiRE:

· New RFA published – December 23, 2019

· LOI and Waiver Request deadline – February 3, 2020

· Last possible application submission deadline – March 11, 2020

· Scientific Review – April 23, 2020

· Scores and Summary Statements released – May 13, 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – by mid-June 2020

Notes regarding eRA:

· Please note that although the SF424 Application Guide (R&R), FORMS E package Federal-wide forms managed by Grants.gov (OMB Number: 4040-0001) have an expiration date of October 31, 2019, VA-ORD has confirmed with NIH that we may continue to use these forms and they will be accepted until a FORMS F package has been approved/published by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The launch of the new FORMS F package is expected sometime in Spring 2020.

Unique Entity Identifier (UEI)

· This will replace the D-U-N-S® number in December 2020. Go to gsa.gov/entityid for details.
· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH
1. Call for nomination is now open for the 2019 Under Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research. 

· The Under-Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research is the highest honor for VA health services researchers. The Award confers funds for supplementing ongoing peer-reviewed research in the amount of $50,000 per year for up to 3 years, plus a one-time cash award of $5,000. In addition, the Awardee and the Director of the VA Medical Center in which the research is performed receive commemorative plaques, presented at an appropriate venue selected by Health Services Research & Development (HSR&D).

· Completed nomination packets are due by close of business January 31, 2020. For details on preparing an application, please refer to the USH section of the HSR&D website.  Please contact Eric Enone with questions c/o Eric.Enone@va.gov or 202-443-5732.

2. VA Central Office Opportunity:  We have an opportunity for a 
Scientific Program Manager to work with HSR&D in a short-term assignment here in Central Office. Please share this information with researchers at your sites who should contact Liza Catucci for additional information if interested c/o Liza.Catucci@va.gov.

3. SDOH RFA:  This is a reminder that our Social Determinants of Health RFA which will be released in the spring.  Applications will be due in eRAgrants.gov in June 2020 and reviewed at the August 2020 SMRB.

4. SMRB Program Updates
· New SMRB PM:  HSR&D is pleased to announce the appointment of Tiffin Ross-Shepard, SMRB Program Manager, who began on January 7th .  Tiffin comes to us with a strong background in peer review, most recently at SAMHSA where she spent the last several years as a Management and Review Systems Analyst.  

· Winter 2020 Cycle
· HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board and Career Development Award review meetings are both scheduled to take place March 3rd to March 6th, 2020 at 20F Conference Center, in Washington, DC.   

· A total of 23 CDAs, 2 NRIs, 12 Innovation Planning Awards, 13 PPOs and 112 IIRs were accepted for review. 

· Direct questions to the Scientific Merit Review Program mailbox at vhacoscirev@va.gov
· Institute for Implementation Science Scholars- Mentored Training program- Applications DUE January 29, 2020

The Institute for Implementation Science Scholars (IS-2) at Washington University in St. Louis is a mentored training program for faculty interested in applying dissemination and implementation (D&I) methods to proven behavioral and social science research to eliminate chronic disease disparities. Scholars should be early career researchers or mid-career scholars who want to pursue D&I research in chronic disease prevention. We encourage a diverse set of individuals to apply.  Scholars are enrolled in the program for two years. Key IS-2 activities include:
· Summer Institute in St. Louis, MO (June 21-26th, 2020; June 2021): The onsite Summer Institute will bring together expert faculty and scholars in a 5-day active learning environment informed by previous training programs, core D&I competencies and training needs.

· Ongoing Mentorship: Following onsite training, scholars will engage in regular and ongoing mentoring and networking activities

Applications are due Wednesday, January 29, 2020 (9am CT/10am ET). Visit IS2.wustl.edu to apply. For more information visit: 
https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/research_news/implementation-scholars-121919.cfm.

· QUERI rapid response opportunity: QUERI has been asked to plan an implementation of a precision oncology rollout initiative, which is one of the EIC’s priorities. If interested, please contact Amy.Kilbourne@va.gov for more information.

CIDER Updates – Karen Bossi:
· CIDER is working on year end summaries for HSR&D and QUERI and should have those to David/Amy for review next week.

· CIDER is also working on a set of HSR&D/QUERI impacts that have been sent to David/Amy for review.

· Content for the Access CORE and WHRN web pages has been sent to the respective PIs for review and will be posted as soon as their feedback is received.

· Blurbs on the RIVRs have been posted on each COIN web page, as well as on a new IVI web page.
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