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Field Conference Call – Meeting Notes

Monday, April 15, 2019
at 1:30 pm ET - Conference room 600

VANTS 1-800-767-1750, Access code 17323

1. Welcome – Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD

2. UPDATES




Karen Jeans, Ph.D.

Updates on Human Subject Protection Issues

On April 11th, ORD sent a notification to the VA research community of a planned delay in the implementation of three specific policy areas in VHA Directive 1200.01: Research and Development Committee.  As the end of the discretionary enforcement period of May 1 approaches, there are three areas within VHA Directive 1200.01 that require additional time for ORD to resolve in order to publish guidance and supporting documents for the VA research community. These three areas in VHA Directive 1200.01 are the following.

1. Paragraphs 5.h.(9); 5.i., and 5.l.(3) – Establishment of Research & Development Committee Conflict of Interest Committees for review of the OGE Form 450 Alternative – VA, Research Financial Conflict of Interest Statement.  ORD is working with the Office of General Counsel Ethics Specialty Team to resolve issues and anticipate resolution by Sep 1, 2019.  VA Facilities should continue following their procedures developed prior to the release of the revised VHA Directive 1200.01 for identifying and managing financial conflicts of interest for VA Investigators.

2. Paragraphs 5.h.(6), 5.j, and 5.k – Completion of Information System Security Officer (ISSO) and Privacy Officer (PO) review before any VA study is given final approval. ORD is working with the Office of Information Security and VHA Privacy to resolve issues and anticipate resolution by Sep 1, 2019.  NOTE:  All VA human subjects studies (including exempt research) must continue to have an ISSO and PO review prior to the study receiving final R&D Committee approval, and such reviews must be documented.  This requirement will continue to be enforced by ORO.  

3. Paragraph 10.c. – Use of Material Transfer Agreements (MTA) for transfer of biospecimens from VA in collaborative research activities. ORD is working with the Office of General Counsel and the Technology Transfer Program to resolve issues and we expect resolution by July 1, 2019

ORD and ORO have discussed the necessity for resolution of the aforementioned issues before the associated policy requirements can be practicably implemented.  As such, ORO has agreed to exercise its discretionary enforcement and refrain from making noncompliance findings pertaining to the three policy areas described in this notification until September 1, 2019.  All other new requirements and/or substantive alterations of prior requirements introduced by the issuance of Directive 1200.01 are expected to be complied with starting May 1, 2019.

The above information will be posted on the ORD website.

3. Service Updates

· CSR&D




Theresa Gleason, Ph.D.
· Reminder that all LOIs are due for May 1 deadline, including Career Development, clinical trials, epidemiology. 

· All FY19 CSRD project supplement and equipment requests have been processed, please contact sara.clark@va.gov with any questions. 

· Upcoming meetings:  Where we’ll be:

May 16, 10:00-12:00:  Hines VA Medical Center Town Hall

May 16, afternoon:  Jesse Brown VA Medical Center Town Hall

May 17, 12:30-2:30:  Society for Biological Psychiatry Funders Meeting, Chicago IL

May 19, Town Hall etc. at the 2019 American Thoracic Society Meeting

May 29-31, American Society for Clinical Psychopharmacology, Scottsdale, AZ

as well as other research day events.  
Please connect with CSRD if you would like to meet during these events (VHABLRD-CSRD@va.gov )

BLR&D




Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D., MBA
1. BLR&D Deputy Director position is currently open. Closes at the end of today.

2. Letters of Intent are due May 1. 

There is a new LOI requirement for the  BLR&D Merit Review Award for Validation of Studies of Importance to Veteran Health (I01) 

The application process for a BLR&D Collaborative Merit Review award begins with the preparation and submission of a Letter of Intent (LOI). Please note that a full proposal may not be submitted without an approved LOI. The primary purpose of the LOI is to provide BLR&D with the opportunity to determine if proposed studies will jointly address a critically important area of concern that is prevalent in the Veteran population; and whether or not the proposed studies fit within the BLR&D purview. In addition, submission of the LOI allows BLR&D the opportunity to access and provide feedback on the clinical and/or scientific focus and design of the collaborative merit reviews, the proposed innovations, and the overall impact on the veteran population.

Applications submitted to this RFA should be for validation studies involving animal models, human biological samples collected using minimally invasive procedures, previously acquired tissue specimens or previously acquired phenotypic and -omic data.  Further, the studies to be validated must have important implications in terms of the etiology, pathogenesis, and/or genetics of service related illness and injury in or illnesses which are common in US military Veterans. Validation studies on the identification of therapeutic targets leading to the development of new treatments for service related illness and injury is encouraged. 

3. BLRD and CSRD Spring 2019 review panels are underway. I wanted to remind everyone that while applicants and stations are understandably anxious for the results of the meetings, and specifically their applications, please allow us in the Office of Research and Development the time to process the results from the 29 review meetings. Once the funding decisions are made, Portfolio Managers may be contacted.  No contact with the Portfolio Managers should occur prior to the July 11 Margin meeting.  Other questions in the meantime should be directed to for review: vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov and all other items: vhablrd-csrd@va.gov
We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.

4. A number of proposals were returned without review during the receipt and referral process. The more common errors were exceeding the budget cap, being submitted late and being out of purview for the validation RFA.

5. A Funding Opportunity Announcement went out about 10 days ago for a pilot program for clinician scientist award extensions. Nominations from the stations will be considered during the current round and should be submitted for outstanding clinician scientists in time to be considered at the margin meeting. Please notify Director BLRD of potential nominations as soon as possible. Nominations of candidates who were renewed in the past year will be considered on a case-by-case basis.



· RR&D Update


 Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
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Congratulations to Ronald J. Triolo, PhD, recipient of the RR&D 2019 Paul B. Magnuson Award

Dr. Triolo is the Executive Director of the Advanced Platform Technology (APT) Center and an RR&D Senior Research Career Scientist at the Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center. 
The Magnuson Award is presented annually to a VA RR&D investigator who exemplifies the entrepreneurship, humanitarianism, and dedication in service to Veterans displayed by Dr. Magnuson during his career. As a physician, Dr. Magnuson saw his duty, not only as curing, but also as restoring a patient "to his family, his job, and his life." The award was established in 1998 in recognition of the importance of rehabilitation research within the VA Health Care System.
The award was presented to Dr. Triolo in recognition of his pioneering research in the field of assistive, restorative, and rehabilitative technologies, particularly in the development of implantable systems that allow individuals with Spinal Cord Injury, Stroke, or Multiple Sclerosis to be in better command of their environments, his leadership of the APT Center, his success in mentoring students, staff, and future VA investigators, and his passion to find innovative solutions to return Veterans to their highest level of function and independence.
https://www.aptcenter.research.va.gov/staff/investigators/triolo/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USVHA/bulletins/237d5f8

Training Opportunity for Currently Funded RR&D CDA-2 Awardees: TIGRR Workshop
The 2020 Training in Grantsmanship for Rehabilitation Research (TIGRR) workshop will be held January 7-11, 2020 in Charleston, SC. VA travel funds are available for currently funded RR&D CDA-2 awardees to attend. If interested, you must apply and be accepted to attend the program. Please refer to the TIGRR website for information about the workshop, application process and important dates.

This is an excellent opportunity to refine your Merit application.  Please contact 
Dr. Timothy J. Brindle (timothy.brindle@va.gov) if you intend to apply or have any questions.  Applications are due in July, 2019.

Review-related

Winter 2019 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions: 
· Review meetings occurred February 26 to March 1

· Scores were released March 5

· Summary Statements were released March 28 

· Funding decisions by late April

· Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.

Spring 2019 SPiRE Review:
Scientific review is underway. Impact scores and summary statements will be released in eRA on May 14.

Summer 2019 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions: 
Special Emphasis Areas:
Of particular interest this cycle are studies that include aims addressing:

· Prosthetic and other assistive technology needs of women Veterans. 

· Exoskeleton research, including externally-powered motorized orthoses for stroke, traumatic brain injury, or other non-SCI/D Veteran populations.

· Non-pharmacological activity-based interventions for chronic pain impacting outcomes that may include pain reduction, medication use, ADL, and QoL.

· Effect of prolonged exposure to opioids (used or misused) on long-term outcomes from traumatic brain injury. While opioids are the primary interest, other commonly used illicit substances or misused prescription drugs may be considered.

To ensure their proposed area of research is of interest to RR&D, investigators are strongly encouraged to consult the RR&D program purview and portfolio descriptions available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/meritreview.html and contact the listed the RR&D Scientific Program Manager (SPM) relevant to their area of study.

Letter of Intent:
The LOI submission deadline is May 1 for June application submissions. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions, for all award types (i.e., Merit, Career Development, and Research Career Scientist (RCS)). NEW LOI instructions for all awards are available on the RR&D website under Guidelines for Proposal Submissions (and attached). Resubmissions only need to include the cover page. In relation to resubmissions, in general, we would expect the submission timeframe to be three application submissions within six review cycles for mechanisms that allow three submissions. Note that LOI resubmissions for Career Development applications require inclusion of an updated biographical sketch.

LOIs must be emailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line: [insert PI last name] LOI for Summer 2019 Review. 

Applications will not be accepted without an LOI for the current review cycle. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO by May 7. That communication serves in lieu of a letter. If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a SPM will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s). If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than May 21.

Waivers:
Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than May 1 for June application submissions. Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. Email waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line: [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Summer 2019 Review. 

Application:

Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by June 17, making the last possible submission date June 12 [changed/corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date]. We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.  

RR&D has issued NEW FOAs/RFAs for the Summer 2019 cycle (http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm). This means that previous application packages can NOT be re-used.
Center and Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP) Submissions:
RR&D issued a Funding Opportunity Announcement/Request for Applications (FOA/RFAs) for new Center and REAP applications encompassing Veteran-centric rehabilitation research in program areas not represented in currently funded RR&D Centers and REAPs. The FOA/RFAs may be found at: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm.

· Email notifications regarding acceptance of Letters of Intent were sent out February 1.

· Lists of Key Personnel are due June 14 – send to rrdreveiws@va.gov.

· Application submissions are due August 15. 

RR&D Final RPPR Submissions for Projects with End Date of 9/30/2018:
The first submissions of VA-ORD Final RPPRs via eRA Commons for awards with a project performance end date (PPED) of 9/30/2018 were due 1/28/2019 (within 120 days of the PPED). Due to a NIH system error, only the first Closeout Letter (notification that an award has been opened for Closeout and a final report is due) was sent to PIs/SOs (station signing officials) on 10/23/2018. Two follow up NIH Closeout Letters were not generated or sent out (scheduled for the report due date on 1/28/2019 and 30 days past due on 2/27/2019). On Friday, March 15, RR&D sent out communications to those PIs/AO/ACOS with awards affected and now have a Final Report past due. NIH is scheduled to deploy a system fix by the end of March so awards with PPEDs later than 9/30/2018 should not be affected. VA-ORD RPPR and Final Report completion and submission guidance can be found at: https://www.research.va.gov/resources/RPPR.cfm. If questions, please contact the VA-ORD eRA mailbox: vhacordera.vhacordera@va.gov.

eRA Commons – How to Update Your Institutional Profile (IPF) POC

When your VAMC registered with eRA Commons, an Institutional Profile (IPF) was created that included an Institution Contact with an email address entered to receive important eRA announcements, notifications, Notices of Award (NoA), and Closeout Correspondence. If there has been a POC staff change and this email address is no longer valid, any person with current Signing Official (SO) authority can (and should) update this information in the IPF Module. 

To access Institution Basic Information: https://era.nih.gov/erahelp/Commons/Commons/ipf/ipf_basicInfo.htm.

The screen shot below shows the eRA Commons Institution Profile (IPF) module, Basic Information tab, Institution Contact Information, where updates can be completed. It is VERY important that these email addresses be current to ensure that your station continues to receive all important eRA system generated communications.
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· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH

      Naomi Tomoyasu, Ph.D.
Scientific Merit Review Updates
· Funding decisions for the March SMRB are being finalized.  We are reviewing proposals with operations to make sure there are no irreconcilable conflicts between proposed innovations and existing programs/initiatives.  We aim to fund up to 10 innovation planning projects, at least one in the 5 designated categories of suicide, PTSD, access, long-term care/aging, and pain/opioid. 

· HSR&D anticipates releasing intent to fund letters next week on the Spring SMRB review.  The new RFAs will be released by end of this week. Last submission day for proposals for Summer review is June 12.  We do not intend to re-release the Innovation RFA for this round, but intend to re-release in future, but all proposals will come in as new proposals. 
CDA RFA Revisions
· Revisions to the HSRD CDA proposals have been deferred so that we can have a more coordinated approach across ORD.  Changes being contemplated include: reducing the length of application to be closer to that of the K awards; reducing focus on methodological details of the research project and increasing emphasis on the strengths of applicant and mentoring plan; and reducing number of re-submissions in effort to reach decisions on promising applicants more quickly.
National Meeting 
· A revised request for a national meeting was approved by USH and forwarded to SecVA. 
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