Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, April 17, 2017
1. Welcome – David Atkins, MD, MPH
2. Budget Updates – Allen Dunlow, MHA

Mr. Dunlow reviewed the status of prior year execution and again encouraged the field to get all prior year dollars obligated.  He understands that many actions impacting the execution of these funds are contract acquisitions which will be obligated once contract is awarded.  Mr. Dunlow informed the field that the FY18 detailed budget for ORD had been submitted to OMB but that the actual budget request was still embargoed.  Under the current schedule, the President is expected to submit his detailed budget to congress on May 17, 2017.

3. Technology Transfer Update – John J. Kaplan, PhD, JD, PE

An announcement was made that the Technology Transfer Education Module is on-schedule, to be available at the end of May 2017.  The Technology Transfer Education Module will be available on TMS.

4. Research Week - Stephen Herring

Research week is only a month away; we’ve only received approximately 25 VAMC plans, or 1/3 of expected plans. Please send you plans to us as soon as possible. 

Remember to check the Research Week website  for continuous updates [www.research.va.gov\researchweek - or click on the Research Week tab on the website], including general RW guidelines, graphics, VAMC RW activities, and sample agendas. 

The research week posters will be sent out this week, so please be on the lookout for the poster mailing tubes.

Best of luck to all of you in your research week endeavors, including those of your who are having your research week events early. Please remember to complete the Summary form after your events and we look forward to hearing about your activities soon thereafter.
5. Service Updates:

· BLR&D Updates – Christopher T. Bever, Jr., MD
· The tissue banking waiver program phased out on April 1. Kristina Hill, Tissue Banking Coordinator will continue to provide guidance to the field as needed.

· A reminder of upcoming BL deadlines: May 1, 2017: LOIs for CDAs; June 1, 2017: Non-clinician eligibility applications and for the fall merit round requests for off-site waivers and to exceed the budget cap.

· For the current round 356 applications were received for merit awards, 7 for pilots, 17 for CDAs and 8 for RCSs. Nine were administratively returned, 5 for URLs in the page limited sections, 1 over the budget cap, 1 out of BL purview, 1 withdrawn and 1 duplicate application.

· A survey will be going out to the field in the next two weeks or so to determine the reasons that clinician investigators are leaving the program.

· BL will pilot test offering bridge funding to clinician scientists whose merit awards are ending in order if they continue to provide clinical service to VA and are actively pursuing funding. Details will be disseminated prior to the distribution of award notices for this round.

· BL is considering designating some non-clinician eligibility slots for special programs such as the GRECCs, MIRECCs, PADRECCs…We are interested in comments from the field. Guidance will be forthcoming before the June 1 eligibility application deadline.

· CSR& Updates – Miriam J. Smyth, PhD
Below is the data presented on this week’s field call. 

	Application Type
	Clinical Science Research and Development

	Merit
	112

	Pilot
	5

	Career Development
	13

	RCS
	1

	Total
	131



Returned Applications:

	Application Error
	CX

	URL
	6

	BUDGET
	5

	NO LOI
	3

	Purview
	2

	Withdrawn
	

	Duplicate
	

	
	16


Upcoming Deadline:

May 1 - LOIs for CD Awards, Clinical Trial Merit Review Awards, and Epidemiology projects
· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, PhD
Congratulations to Linda Resnik, PT, PhD, FAPTA, 2017 Paul B. Magnuson Award Recipient!
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This award is RR&D’s highest honor bestowed upon a Rehabilitation Researcher to acknowledge their entrepreneurship, humanitarianism, and dedication in service to Veterans.  Dr. Resnik is recognized for her extraordinary commitment to Veterans with limb loss, specifically her contributions to design and evaluation of prosthetic devices and controls (i.e., LUKE arm), as well as pioneering developments in the measurement and evaluation of rehabilitation care delivery. Dr. Resnik is an RR&D Research Career Scientist at Providence VAMC and leads a focus area concentrated on restoring motor function in amputees via prosthetics at the RR&D Center for Neurorestoration and Neurotechnology. She is also a Professor (Research) in the Department of Health Services, Policy and Practice at Brown University. 

To learn more about Dr. Resnik and her extraordinary accomplishments, please go to:

https://www.providence.va.gov/research/CfNN/Investigators/Linda_Resnik_PT_PhD_FAPTA.asp
https://www.research.va.gov/currents/1216-6.cfm
http://www.foundation4pt.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/CoHSTAR_Resnik-Biography.pdf
Review Related Information
Winter 2017:
RR&D’s scientific merit review meetings were held February 27 – March 3, 2017. Scores were released in eRA on March 7. Summary statements were released on March 27. 

We intend to make funding decisions this week. All PIs will receive notification via an eRA system-generated email regarding the review outcome of their application.

Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.  

Spring 2017 SPiRE:
Review is underway. Scores and summary statements will be released by May 15 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-June.

Timeline for Summer 2017 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions: 

See attached Special Interest flyer for this cycle.
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Letter of Intent:
The LOI submission deadline is May 1 for the June application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions, for all award types (i.e. Merit, Career Development, and Research Career Scientist (RCS)). LOI instructions for Merit and RCS are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/guide.html. Please follow the general guidance available on the ORD website at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf. Resubmissions only need to include the cover page. 

VA Form 10-1313-13 has been updated to allow titles with up to 200 characters, electronic signatures and a few other changes. You can find the form on the VA Forms web site at http://vaww.va.gov/vaforms/default.asp. If you have already submitted LOIs using the previous version of the VA Form 10-1313-13, there is no need for you to resubmit with the updated form.

LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov  as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Summer 2017 Review. 

Applications will not be accepted without an LOI for the current review cycle. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO by May 8. That communication serves in lieu of a letter. If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s). If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than May 22.

Waivers:
Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than May 1 for the June application submission.  Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Summer2017 Review. 

Application:
Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by June 15, making the last possible submission date June 12 [changed/corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date].  We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.  

Please make sure you review each submission for the following errors that will cause an application to be withdrawn from review for administrative non-compliance:

· All applications must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs/hyperlinks) within specified page limits.  URLs may only be placed in the Biographical Sketches and Bibliography and References Cited attachments. 

· All applications must contain a Summary Budget Worksheet.  If the worksheet is missing, then the application cannot be adequately evaluated.  Instructions for the budget section can be found in the VA-ORD Application Guide SF424 (R&R) and in the FOA/RFA.  The worksheet template is available at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm.  Verify that the total in the Summary Budget Worksheet and Research and Related Budget match and that the budget request does not exceed the allowable amount (per year and project total) found in the FOA/RFA.

· All applications must contain a Data Management and Access Plan (DMAP) using the VA-ORD template that is available on the VA-ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm, under Guidance Documents; and on the Internet at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/default.cfm, under Application and Submission Process.  

· All PI and Senior/Key Personnel Biosketches must use an NIH Biographical Sketch format that has an expiration date of August 31, 2015 or later.  Do NOT alter the Biographical Sketch template by removing the OMB header or other template information – if VA-ORD staff is unable to verify that the correct template format has been used, the application will be withdrawn from review.
2018 Paul B. Magnuson Award:
Nominations are being accepted through September 1. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov.

Notes regarding eRA:
Grants.gov is phasing out the legacy PDF application package at the end of December and we have been discussing options with NIH for VA submissions. 

VA-ORD will continue to use the Grants.gov SF-424 (R&R) application package. 
Grants.gov Workspace is one submission option. Research offices are encouraged to have everyone involved in the submission process to begin reviewing the Workspace Process and Roles at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview/workspace-process.html. Additionally, there are several videos available at https://www.youtube.com/user/GrantsGovUS. This submission process may be used for any application submission to VA-ORD effective immediately. 

eRA Commons Application Submission System & Interface for Submission Tracking (ASSIST) is another viable submission option. Training resources for ASSIST are available at https://era.nih.gov/era_training/assist.cfm (note that VA applications are Single-Project). There is also a video targeted to SBIR, but we are told that the information works for VA-ORD applications: https://grants.nih.gov/news/virtual-learning/upcoming_webinars.htm. ASSIST will be available for VA-ORD submissions beginning on May 1.

· HSR&D Update – Amy M. Kilbourne, PhD,
SMRB Updates:

· SMRB Meeting took place March 7-10, 2017 in Alexandria, VA.

· 169 proposals in response to 6 RFA’s were reviewed.

· HSR&D Merit Review Award (Parent I01): 108

· Learning Healthcare System Initiative – Measurement Science: 7

· Learning Healthcare System Initiative – Provider Behavior: 5

· Pilot Program: 41

· Suicide Prevention: 3

· VA Nursing Researching Initiative (NRI): 5

· Scores have been released.

· Summary statements were released April 11th.

· Funding decisions and Notification of Review Outcome letters will be sent out late April.

· The ITS window for August 2017 SMRB will open on April 21st and close on May 5th. Note: this is a change from previous communications.
· RFA’s will be posted on the week of April 17th.

· The grants.gov proposal “Down to the Wire” Submission Deadline will be June 8th. The Last Possible Submission Date will be June 12th.

· Please refer questions regarding SMRB to vhacoscirev@va.gov.

HSR&D Funding Updates 

· Community Care:  The following Community Care planning grants have been approved for funding: 
· Denise Hynes, PhD: Access, Costs, and Effectiveness (ACE) Evaluation of Care in the Community Using a Multi-Method Approach.
·  Kristin M. Mattocks, PhD, MPH and Michelle Mengeling, PhD: Developing Measures to Evaluate Network Adequacy for VA Community Car.
· Todd Wagner, PhD, Amy Rosen,PhD, and Megan Vannaman,PhD: Planning for a New Era in Veterans Health Care: Community Care, Information Exchange and Multi-system Use. 

· Veteran Engagement: The Veteran Engagement Task Order Service Initiated Project has been approved for funding. Here is its information:

· Sarah Ono, PhD and Justeen Hyde, PhD:  Strengthening Excellence in Research through Veteran Engagement (SERVE).
· Researcher in Residence Awards: For the inaugural cycle of the HSR&D Researchers in Residence Program, the following researchers were selected for the following 3 postings.

· Brian Sauer, PhD (Salt Lake City, UT)  and Hong Yu, PhD (Bedford, MA) were selected for the Pharmacy Benefits Management (PBM) Center for Medication Safety (VAMedSAFE) posting.

· Rachel E. Ward, PhD, MPH (Boston, MA) was selected for the Rehabilitation and Prosthetic Services(RPS) posting.

· Andrea Finlay, PhD (Palo Alto, CA) was selected for the Veterans Justice Programs (VJP) of the Homeless Programs Office (HPO) posting.

QUERI Updates

· QUERI Concept Paper Review for Evaluation Planning Papers: Implementation of VA’s Innovators Network.
Four concept papers were received in response to this funding announcement. The concept paper review is anticipated to take place on April 25.
· Extension Requests for Current QUERI PEIs due April 28: Current QUERI PEIs, which seek to renew their funding for an additional year beyond FY17, will need to submit a project modification form, along with a budget table, budget justification, and letter from their operations partner stipulating intended funding commitments for FY18. The budget table and justification should focus on QUERI funding only. In the budget justification, there needs to be a summary paragraph explaining the amount of funding that the PEI is receiving from their operations partner and what that money is going toward.

· Next Round of PEI Proposals due in June, 2017: QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiative proposals are due on June 8, 2017 with the intent to submit due on May 1, 2017.  Partnered evaluations require co-funding from an operations partner; see the RFA for more details: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/docs/HX-17-009-QUERIParent.pdf
CIDER Updates

JGIM Supplement Features VA Research on Weight Management in the VA Healthcare System
This special Supplement of the Journal of General Internal Medicine is the product of an HSR&D sponsored state-of-the-art (SOTA) conference titled "Weight Management in the Veterans Health Administration," which was held in 2016.

From the ESP Program:
ESP Report: Prevalence of and Interventions to Reduce Health Disparities in Vulnerable Veteran Populations: A Map of the Evidence.
Check out upcoming and archived Cyberseminars at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm
Recent Publications:

Van Houtven C, Smith V, Stechuchak K, et al. Comprehensive Support for Family Caregivers: Impact on Veteran Health Care Utilization and Costs. Medical Care Research and Review. April 1, 2017;e-pub ahead of print.
Heapy A, Higgins D, Goulet J, et al. Interactive Voice Response-Based Self-management for Chronic Back Pain: The COPES Noninferiority Randomized Trial. JAMA Internal Medicine. April 3, 2017; Epub ahead of print.
Brostow DP, Gunzburger E, and Thomas KS. Food Insecurity among Veterans: Findings from the Health and Retirement Study. The Journal of Nutrition, Health & Aging. March 23, 2017;Epub ahead of print.
Evans M, Borrero S, Yabes J, and Rosenfeld E. Sexual Behaviors and Sexually Transmitted Infections among Male Veterans and Non-Veterans. American Journal of Men’s Health. March 22, 2017;e-pub ahead of print.
Noska A, Belperio P, Loomis T, O’Toole T, and Backus L. Engagement in the Hepatitis C Care Cascade among Homeless Veterans, 2015. Public Health Reports. March/April 2017;132(2):136-139.
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RR&D Notice of Special Interest



Background 

The goal of RR&D is to maximize functional recovery. The RR&D purview includes research relevant to the rehabilitative needs of Veterans. 

Areas of Special Interest

Research areas of interest to RR&D are broad and expansive and may include preclinical, clinical or applied rehabilitation research with functional outcomes demonstrating strong implications for translation into clinical practice to advance the rehabilitative health care of Veterans.

For the next application cycle, the following areas of research will be of special interest to RR&D:

· Prosthetic needs of Women Veterans with amputations. 

· Non-pharmacological activity-based interventions for chronic pain impacting outcomes that may include pain reduction, medication use, ADL, and QoL.

· Moral injury of deployed Veterans. 

· Education and/or training to promote return to work.  Investigators are urged to discuss proposed applications with the RR&D Scientific Program Manager relevant to their area of study.

Other Research Priority Areas 

To ensure their proposed area of research is of interest to RR&D, investigators are strongly encouraged to consult the RR&D program purview and portfolio descriptions on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/meritreview.html  and contact the listed the RR&D Scientific Program Manager relevant to their area of study.

Application Submission

Investigators should apply to the RR&D Merit Review Award (Parent I01) or RR&D Small Projects in Rehabilitation Research (SPiRE I21) mechanism with proposals in these areas of special interest. The FOA/RFAs can be found on the ORD intranet at: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm and application due dates on the ORD submission calendar at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/process/submission-calendar.cfm. Additional submission guidance to be used along with the FOA/RFAs, including the VA-ORD Application Guide SF424 (R&R) and attachment templates can be found on the ORD intranet at:  http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm.


