Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, May 15, 2017
1. Welcome – David Atkins, MD, MPH
2. Technology Transfer Update – John J. Kaplan, PhD, JD, PE

Dr. John Kaplan (Director of the Technology Transfer Program) provided an update on the Technology Transfer education module. The module will be available on TMS and the Technology Transfer web site at the end of May or beginning of June 2017.  The Technology Transfer web site can be accessed via the following link: https://www.research.va.gov/programs/tech_transfer/
3. Service Updates:

· BLR&D Updates – Christopher T. Bever, Jr., MD
Below are the bullets for BL/CS R&D:

· BLRD will be pilot testing bridge funding for clinician investigators after funding notices have gone out for the current round. A modification request from the station will be required. More information will be forthcoming when the notices go out.

· BLRD will be presenting the Middleton Awards to the two winners for this year: Stavros Manalogos, MD, PhD at the Little Rock, Arkansas VA for his work on osteoporosis and Ann Richmond, PhD for her work on chemokines and cancer immunotherapy.

· We are happy to announce that the BLRD and CSRD Spring 2017 review panels are about to commence. The first panel meetings are on Thursday, May 18 and the last panel meeting occurs on June 9.  I wanted to remind everyone that while applicants and stations are understandably anxious for the results of the meetings, and specifically their applications, please allow us in the Office of Research and Development the time to process the results from the review meetings. Once the funding decisions are made, Portfolio Managers may be contacted.  No contact with the Portfolio Managers should occur prior to the July 20 Margin meeting.  Other questions in the meantime should be directed to for review: vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov and all other items: vhablrd-csrd@va.gov
· A reminder: Under no circumstances should applicants contact review panel members about the review before, during, or after panel meetings.

· The next deadline for submission of nominations for non-clinician eligibility is June 1.   Approvals should go out to stations by end of July.  Disapprovals will be sent by mid- August.   Please note that an updated guidance document has been posted on the BL-CS &D Services webpage in the ORD intranet portal, under “Resources.”   Please address any question to alex.chiu@va.gov
· June 1 is also the deadline for requests for off-site waivers and exceeding the budget caps for Merit Review proposals.

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, PhD
SECVA Visits Providence, RI VA
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Left to Right: Dr. Susan D’Andrea, Director of the Providence VA Medical Center's Gait and Motion Lab, E.J. McQuade, Director of the Providence VBA Regional Office, Dr. Michael Mayo-Smith, Director of the VA New England Healthcare System, Sen. Jack Reed, Dr. Leigh Hochberg, Director of the Center for Neurorestoration and Neurotechnology, Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. David Shulkin, Dr. Satish Sharma, Providence VAMC Chief of Staff, Dr. Gaurav Choudhary, Chief of Research, Dr. Benjamin Greenberg, Associate Director of CfNN, Dr. Noah Philip, Director of the Neuromodulation Clinic, and Dr. Susan MacKenzie, Director of the Providence VAMC.(Providence VA Medical Center photo by Winfield Danielson) — at Providence VA Medical Center.

Secretary of Veterans Affairs Dr. David Shulkin visited Rhode Island May 5, 2017, for a tour of the new Rhode Island Veterans Home and of research facilities at the Providence VA Medical Center.

Dr. Shulkin had a full tour, with demonstrations, of the RR&D Center for Neurorestoration and Neurotechnology (CfNN). 


To learn more about the visit and Providence VA:
https://www.facebook.com/VAProvidence/photos/ms.c.eJxFzdkJwDAMBNGOgrU6t~;~;GQuRY~;n0wjGhSMpe7EYx45IeoQoB1AeIMxQFBJ84B3YkM2IZ1ANGJ~_cDe2myVDfdi~;LZefAGERSK6.bps.a.1379177002159638.1073741861.143976299013054/1379177062159632/?type=3
http://www.providence.va.gov/research/
Congratulations Dr. Rory Cooper
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Dr. Cooper is a finalist for the Samual J. Heyman Service to America Medal (Sammies) in the Science and Environment category. Dr. Cooper is Director of the RR&D Center: Human Engineering Research Laboratories (HERL) at the Pitts burgh VA. 

To learn more about Dr. Cooper and the Sammie Awards:

https://servicetoamericamedals.org/honorees/view_profile.php?profile=470
https://servicetoamericamedals.org/
Please review the award categories, identify individuals at your facility who are deserving of the award, and submit nomination packets. 

Spring 2017 SPiRE Update: 

Scores and Summary Statements will be released today, Monday, May 15 with intent-to-fund decisions shared by mid-June.  Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS/R&D and AO after funding decisions are finalized.

Timeline for Summer 2017 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions: 
Letter of Intent:

The LOI submission deadline was May 1 for the June application submission. An email communication with a list of LOIs received was sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO on May 8. That communication serves in lieu of a letter. If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s).  If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than May 22.

Application:

Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by June 15, making the last possible submission date June 12 [corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date].  We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.

Please make sure you review each submission for the following errors that will cause an application to be withdrawn from review for administrative non-compliance:
· All applications must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs/hyperlinks) within specified page limits.  URLs may only be placed in the Biographical Sketches and Bibliography and References Cited attachments.
· All applications must contain a Summary Budget Worksheet.  If the worksheet is missing, then the application cannot be adequately evaluated.  Instructions for the budget section can be found in the VA-ORD Application Guide SF424 (R&R) and in this SPiRE FOA/RFA.  The worksheet template is available at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm.  Verify that the total in the Summary Budget Worksheet and Research and Related Budget match and that the budget request does not exceed the allowable amount (per year and project total) found in the FOA/RFA.
· All applications must contain a Data Management and Access Plan (DMAP) using the VA-ORD template that is available on the VA-ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm, under Guidance Documents; and on the Internet at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/default.cfm, under Application and Submission Process. 
· All PI and Senior/Key Personnel Biosketches must use an OMB Biographical Sketch format that has an expiration date of August 31, 2015 or later. Do NOT alter the Biographical Sketch template by removing the OMB header or other template information – if VA-ORD staff is unable to verify that the correct template format has been used, the application will be withdrawn from review.

2018 Paul B. Magnuson Award:

Nominations are being accepted through September 1. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov.

· HSR&D Update – Amy M. Kilbourne, PhD, MPH
HSR&D Updates:

· Investigator-initiated Research: 
· Updated RFAs have been posted. Be sure to review new HSR&D priority research areas (e.g., implementation science, health policy, patient-centered care): https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/PriorityDomains2017.pdf.

· The grants.gov proposal window opens Monday May 15th. The “Down to the Wire” Submission Deadline will be June 8th. The Last Possible Submission Date will be June 12th.
· HSR&D Centers of Innovation (COIN) RFA to be released in June 2017; due date March 2018. Eligible facilities must have at least five HSR&D funded investigators.
· Please refer questions regarding SMRB to vhacoscirev@va.gov.

QUERI Updates:

· Congratulations to QUERI / VA Implementation of VA’s Innovators Network Evaluation Planning Project Awardees: 
· Sarah Cutrona (VA Bedford, with collaborators from Palo Alto, Durham, and Ann Arbor): Population factors, Organizational capacity, Workflow and Resources (IN-POWR).
· Anais Tuepker (Portland VA, with collaborators from Boston, San Francisco): Partnered Evaluation of the VA Innovators Network.
· Next Round of QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiative Proposals due June 8: Five intent-to-submits received. 
· QUERI Partnered evaluations require co-funding from an operations partner.  See RFA for more details: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/docs/HX-17-009-QUERIParent.pdf
· Two New QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiatives
· Complementary and Integrative Health (CIH) Evaluation Center (Greater LA, Bedford VAs, with the Office of Patient Centered Care and Cultural Transformation (OPCC-CT):  CIH such as acupuncture, mindfulness meditation and yoga are emerging as safe, non-pharmacologic options to improve health with few side effects. The QUERI  Evidence Synthesis Program reports the evidence on some CIH as “promising” for certain health conditions that are highly prevalent in Veterans. But the CIH research is almost exclusively on non-Veterans and does not involve patient reported outcomes (PROs). In partnership with OPCC&CT, CIHEC’s overarching goal is to improve Veterans’ health and experiences of care, through increased availability and use of evidence-based CIH. OPCC&CT/CIHEC’s specific evaluation goals are to: 1) Improve OPCC&CT’s understanding of the details of CIH provision at VHA medical facilities nationally; 2) Improve OPCC&CT’s understanding of Veteran preference for and utilization of CIH; 3) Establish procedures for collecting CIH-related PROs in clinical care settings; 4) Examine the effectiveness of CIH on Veterans’ health; and 5) Advance implementation science by comparing facilitation strategies across care settings and informing QUERI collaborative efforts to refine facilitation approaches.

· Spreading Healthcare Access, Activities, Research and Knowledge (SHAARK) Partnered Evaluation Center (Durham, Ann Arbor, and Bedford VAs, with the Office of Strategic Integration):  In October 2015, the Under Secretary for Health (USH) initiated the VA Diffusion of Excellence Initiative (DEI). The DEI aims to empower employees to develop promising practices in care and administrative processes; institutionalize the process for implementing and spreading promising practices; and minimize negative variation in promising practices across the VA. The SHAARK Partnered Evaluation Center (PEC) is designed to provide rapid and frequent feedback to DEI partners by 1) addressing factors aimed at increasing participation in the DEI; 2) helping increase organizational readiness for change (ORC) within VA facilities to successfully implement Gold Status Practices; and 3) addressing key contextual factors that are associated with successful implementation of Gold Status Practices at medical facilities across the VA. 

· NEW: QUERI ESP Program review on pain management models of care: https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/publications/management_briefs/default.cfm?ManagementBriefsMenu=eBrief-no125
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