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Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, May 21, 2018
1. Welcome – Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD

2. Service Updates:

· BLR&D





Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D.

CSR&D





Theresa Gleason, Ph.D.

Changes to the RCS Program:

The receipt date for the RCS RFA will be August 15, 2018. 

Notes for Program Review, Spring 2018:

· BLRD and CSRD Spring 2018 review panels are underway. I wanted to remind everyone that while applicants and stations are understandably anxious for the results of the meetings, and specifically their applications, please allow us in the Office of Research and Development the time to process the results from the 29 review meetings. Once the funding decisions are made, Portfolio Managers may be contacted.  No contact with the Portfolio Managers should occur prior to the July 12 Margin meeting.  Other questions in the meantime should be directed to for review: vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov and all other items: vhablrd-csrd@va.gov
· We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.

Notes for Program Review, Fall 2018:

June 1 deadline

· Applications for acceptance of non-clinician eligibility for BLR&D 

· Requests to exceed the budget cap and off-site waivers 

· Letter of Intent to submit an Clinical Trials 

Clarification regarding the detection of URLs during application submission

If during the validation of a submission of an application to VA-ORD the Grants.gov/eRA Commons, the validation check detects a potential URL, the system will generate a warning message alerting the VAMC R&D Office and PI to a potential hyperlink or URL. NOTE: the warning message from grants.gov is not an error message – it is just a warning. Warnings do not require any immediate action or submission of a changed/corrected application. Correcting a warning is at the VAMC R&D Office and PI’s discretion. An error message, however, must be corrected and a changed/corrected application submitted in order for the application to move forward in the system. 
A URL warning message will not stop the processing and submission of your proposal to VA for review. If your submission does not contain a URL or other compliance issue, your submission will not be blocked from proceeding to review. The VAMC does not need to do anything (e.g., print and save to pdf or scan research plan) to the application to ensure further processing by Grants.gov and eRA Commons.

The VAMC R&D Office and the PI are responsible for submitting an application that complies with system and VA-ORD submission requirements. If the VAMC R&D Office and the PI determine that there is no hyperlink or URL in the application, the application should be allowed to continue processing in the Grants.gov/eRA Commons system – no further action is required. NOTE: Any submission with URLs placed anywhere else except the Biographical Sketch and Bibliography and References Cited will be withdrawn from review.  URLs within official documents that cannot be altered, such as letterhead (i.e., Letters of Support attachment) or published articles/manuscripts (i.e., Appendix attachments), will be accepted.

Any application that contains a URL or hyperlink in the page limited sections of a VA-ORD application will be returned to the submitting VAMC and will not be reviewed.

The following steps may be taken to help ensure a successful application submission without inclusion of URLs: 
· Use the “Remove Web Links” function in AcrobatPro DC (Edit PDF, Links menu “Remove Web Links” tool). 

· Use Ctrl+F (“Search” or “Find” feature) for ‘www’ and ‘http’. 

· Use Ctrl+F (“Search” or “Find” feature) for the following: .com, .edu, .gov, and .org - if there is a sentence that starts with a word beginning with these first three letters (such as ‘Communication’), the system picks up the preceding period (.) and the ‘Com’ and returns a false positive hyperlink warning. If this is the case, it will not be considered a fatal error. 

· Check all Attachments/Appendices to be sure each is a text PDF flat file and not an image. To determine if you have a text PDF and not an image, highlight only a section of a PDF document – if the highlight automatically covers the entire page (not just the section), then this is an image. Images may contain hidden URLs or other codes which can cause system errors 

The Grants.gov/eRA URL validation check identifies a level of false positives—or applications identified as potentially containing a hyperlink or URL. Examples of situations that would generate a false positive, would be sentences that following a period start with “Com…,”,”Net…,” “Gov…,” or “Org….” We regret this situation but it is an eRA issue and is beyond our control. 

Please see the VA-ORD Application Guide SF424 (R&R), dated April 24, 2018, for additional guidance on application submission requirements and formatting.

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
RR&D notes for ORD Field call

May 2018

The Rehabilitation Research and Development Service (RR&D) introduces our new Scientific Program Manager for Chronic Medical Conditions & Aging:  Carole Sztalryd-Woodle, PhD.
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Carole Sztalryd-Woodle, PhD, received her doctoral degree in Nutrition from the University of Sciences Paris VII, Paris, France.  She then pursued postdoctoral studies at the VA Palo Alto, and the National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases, focusing on diabetes and lipid metabolism.  She joined the VA Central office after 15 years of independent research at the VA Baltimore Geriatric Research Education and Clinical Center (GRECC) and University of Maryland School of Medicine, where she was a Research Physiologist (2003-2018), Assistant Professor (2003-09), and Associate Professor (2009-18) in the Department of Medicine, in the division of Gerontology (VA) and division of Endocrine, Diabetes and Nutrition (UMD).  She led a multidisciplinary team on research program contributing to translational and clinical projects in the fields of aging, metabolic and cardiovascular diseases.  Member of several professional associations, she reviewed research applications for national and international agencies, and lectured at national and international institutions. She has authored 58 peer-reviewed scientific publications.

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Sztalryd-Woodle to the team!
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The Rehabilitation Research and Development Service (RR&D) introduces our new Scientific Program Manager for Behavioral Health & Social Reintegration:  Cendrine Robinson, Ph.D., MPH.

Cendrine Robinson, Ph.D., MPH – Dr. Robinson earned her Ph.D. from the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in Clinical Psychology where she developed expertise in providing psychotherapy to Veterans through her training at the Washington, D.C. VA Medical Center and the Edward Hines Jr. VA Hospital. Dr. Robinson’s training focused on delivering evidence-based treatments for post-traumatic stress disorder and substance abuse disorders. After completing her Ph.D., Dr. Robinson earned a Master of Public Health at the Harvard University T.H. Chan School of Public Health where she developed expertise in health disparities. Prior to joining RR&D, Dr. Robinson was a fellow in the Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences at the National Cancer Institute (NCI). At NCI, Dr. Robinson lead a program of research focused on using mobile technology to promote behavior change and smoking cessation through Smokefree.gov digital tools. Dr. Robinson has disseminated her research in peer-reviewed journals and presented at national conferences.

Please join us in welcoming Dr. Robinson to the team!

Two New Books to Add to Your Reading List:

Chasing Men on Fire

The Story of the Search for a Pain Gene

By Stephen G. Waxman

Summary
A thirty-year quest, from genes to pain-signaling neurons to people with a rare genetic disorder that makes them feel they are on fire. 

Two soldiers, both with wounds injuring the same nerve, show very different responses: one is disabled by neuropathic pain, unable to touch the injured limb because even the lightest contact triggers excruciating discomfort; the other notices numbness but no pain at all. Could the difference lie in their genes? In this book, described in the foreword by Nobel Laureate James Rothman as “so well written that it reads like a detective novel,” Stephen Waxman recounts the search for a gene that controls pain—a search spanning more than thirty years and three continents.  The story moves from genes to pain-signaling neurons that scream when they should be silent to people with a rare genetic disorder who feel they are on fire. Waxman explains that if pain-signaling neurons are injured by trauma or disease, they can become hyperactive and send pain signals to the brain even without external stimulus. Studying the hyperactive mutant pain gene in man on fire syndrome has pointed the way to molecules that produce pain more broadly within the general population, in the rest of us. Waxman's account of the many steps that led to discovery of the pain gene tells the story behind the science, of how science happens.

Dr. Waxman is Director for the RR&D Center for Restoration of Nervous System Function
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Promoting  Successful Integration: Edited by RORY A. COOPER, PhD, 
COL PAUL F. PASQUINA, MD, and COL DOUGLAS A. ETTER

Borden Institute

US Army Medical Department Center and School  

Health Readiness Center of Excellence

The book is free in hard-copy to US Department of Defense and US Department of Veterans Affairs employees (including active, guard and reserve). Civilians may purchase copies from the Government Printing Office. The e-book or PDF versions will be made available to download for free from the Borden Institute web-site.
The Editors will hold a Symposium on the book at the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences in the Fall of 2018. It will be free and open to the public with copies of the book available.

Dr. Cooper is Director for the RR&D Center on Wheelchairs & Associated Rehabilitation Engineering 

2019 Paul B. Magnuson Award:
The Paul B. Magnuson Award is presented annually to a VA RR&D investigator who exemplifies the entrepreneurship, humanitarianism, and dedication to veterans displayed by Dr. Magnuson during his career. The award was established in 1998 in recognition of the importance of rehabilitation research within the VA Health Care System. 

Nominations are being accepted through September 3. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov. 

Review Related:

Winter 2018:
RR&D’s scientific merit review meetings were held February 27 – March 1, 2018. Scores were released in eRA on March 6. Summary statements were released on March 27. 

Funding decisions were released on April 27. All PIs received notification via an eRA system-generated email regarding the review outcome of their application. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements were emailed to the ACOS and AO.  

Spring 2018 SPiRE Update: 
Scores and Summary Statements were released Tuesday, May 15, with intent-to-fund decisions to be shared by mid- to late-June. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS/R&D and AO after funding decisions are finalized.

Timeline for Summer 2018 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions: 

Letter of Intent:
The LOI submission deadline was May 1 for the June application submission. An email communication with a list of LOIs received was sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO on May 8. That communication serves in lieu of a letter. If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s). If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than May 22.

Application:

Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by June 15, making the last possible submission date June 12 [changed/corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date]. We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.  

New RR&D FOAs/RFAs are posted at: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm. This means that previous application packages cannot be re-used – all applications will need a new application package. NOTE:  The following RFAs were not reissued: Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, Parkinson’s Disease and Alzheimer’s Disease, Deployment Health, and TBI. Applications in these areas should be submitted to the Parent RFA.

An updated VA-ORD Application Guide SF424 (R&R) dated April 24, 2018, was also posted at: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm
Please make sure you review each submission for the following errors that will cause an application to be withdrawn from review for administrative non-compliance:
· All applications must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs/hyperlinks) within specified page limits. URLs may only be placed in the Biographical Sketches and Bibliography and References Cited attachments. An eRA system validation provides detailed warning notifications about URLs found within an application. However, you should not rely solely on system validations to ensure a successful submission. NOTE:  URLs within official documents that cannot be altered, such as letterhead (i.e., Letters of Support attachment) or published articles/manuscripts (i.e., Appendix attachments), will be accepted.

· All applications must contain a Summary Budget Worksheet. If the worksheet is missing, then the application cannot be adequately evaluated.  Instructions for the budget section can be found in the VA-ORD Application Guide SF424 (R&R) and in the FOA/RFA. The worksheet template is available at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm. Verify that the total in the Summary Budget Worksheet and Research and Related Budget match and that the budget request does not exceed the allowable amount (per year and project total) found in the FOA/RFA.

· All applications must contain a Data Management and Access Plan (DMAP) using the VA-ORD required template (Version 7/29/2016) that is available on the VA-ORD Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm, under Guidance Documents; and on the Internet at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/default.cfm, under Application and Submission Process.  

· All PI and Senior/Key Personnel Biosketches must use the OMB approved Biographical Sketch Format Page (Rev. 09/17 Approved Through 03/31/2020). NOTE:  Biographical Sketch form (Rev. 10/15 Approved Through 10/31/2018) may continue to be used through October 31, 2018. Do NOT alter the Biographical Sketch template by removing the OMB header or other template information – if VA-ORD staff is unable to verify that the correct template format has been used, the application will be withdrawn from review.
Notes regarding eRA:

All VA submissions must be prepared in Grants.gov Workspace or eRA Commons Application Submission System & Interface for Submission Tracking (ASSIST).

Training resources for Grants.gov Workspace are available at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview/workspace-process.html. Additionally, there are several videos available at https://www.youtube.com/user/GrantsGovUS. 

ASSIST training resources are available at https://era.nih.gov/era_training/assist.cfm (note that VA applications are Single-Project) and https://grants.nih.gov/news/virtual-learning/upcoming_webinars.htm.

A recording of the January 30, 2018 ASSIST demo is available on our Intranet pages related to electronic submission: 

http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm at the bottom under Helpful Links for eRA Commons

http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/default.cfm under Application & Submission Process

Update for Item 12. Other Attachments, PDF Attachment File Names:  The file names for Attachments 1 – 9 are mandatory and may not be changed. Altered file names will cause an error to be generated – this is a system validation. Only the descriptor in the file names for Appendices 10, 11, 12… may be changed. These file names can include descriptors of 50 characters or less using only standard characters:  A through Z, a through z, 0 (zero) through 9, and spaces between words if a multiple word descriptor is used. NOTE: If using ASSIST, the system will automatically change a space to an underscore between each word in a multiple word descriptor file name.

· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH
      Naomi Tomoyasu, Ph.D.

Awards to HSR&D Investigators 

· Disabled American Veterans'  (DAV) Special Recognition Award 

· Elizabeth Yano, PhD, MSPH, Director of HSR&D’s Center for the Study of Healthcare Innovation, Implementation and Policy (CSHIIP) at the VA Greater Los Angeles Healthcare System was honored with the Disabled American Veterans'  (DAV) Special Recognition Award for her extensive research and work on behalf of the nation's women Veterans. 

· 2017 Under Secretary Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research – The 7 received nominations were reviewed last April, 2018. Notification of the 2017 recipient will be communicated by the Director, HSR&D, shortly.

HSR&D SMRB Updates:
· Winter 2018 Cycle
· Summary statements have been released. Please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov if you are unable to retrieve the Statement in eCommons. 

· Funding decisions have also been communicated from our staff directly to the research offices and from eRA (with Notices of Intent to-Fund or Not-to-Fund).  

· Funding was approved for the following applications: 23 IIRs, 1 Learning Healthcare Initiative IIR, 11 Pilots, 4 CDAs, and 2 SDRs (under the Community Care RFA). 


· Summer 2018 Cycle
· New and revised RFAs have been posted on the VA-ORD intranet site. 

· There are a total of two (2) new HSR&D FOAs/RFAs this cycle: VA Choose Home Implementation Center of Excellence (CoE) (HX-18-015); and HSR&D Parent Learning Healthcare Initiative Randomized Program Evaluation (Planning Funds) (HX-18-016).

· Please review the RFAs thoroughly to check for any changes in requirements and to ensure compliance. There are updates to the requirements and fatal errors policy.

· Of note, there is a new requirement across all RFAs, to include all personnel and collaborators in the application using the Senior Key/Senior Profile. 

· There are other new requirements that pertain to including a description of next steps for the research and including a review of research overlap, BUT these are not applicable across all RFAs. Again, please be sure to review the RFAs (particularly the fatal errors section) thoroughly. 

· As a reminder, the guidance in the RFAs supersedes the SF424. 

· The HSR&D Intent-to-Submit in ART closed on May 1. 

· 182 ITSes were received for HSR&D.  

· The first day to submit full applications (using Grants.gov Workspace or eRA ASSIST) was Monday, May 15, 2018. The last possible submission day is June 12, 2018. 

· For questions regarding the review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox at rd-era@va.gov. 
COIN Updates:
We received 20 applications; 17 existing COINs, and 3 new COIN applications. One applicant has dropped out. Thus, a total of 19 applications will be reviewed during the COIN Review Meeting scheduled for June 14th -15th, 2018; Administrative review and funding decisions by July-Sept 2018.
CIDER Updates: Research News: 
JGIM Supplement Features VA Research on Non-Pharmacological Approaches to Chronic Musculoskeletal Pain Management
This supplement is a product of the 2016 HSR&D State of the Art Conference on Pain Management.
Veterans’ Perspectives: Optimizing Function and Independence for VA Inpatients
HSR&D’s new monthly publication Veterans’ Perspectives highlights research conducted by QUERI (Quality Enhancement Research Initiative) investigators, showcasing the importance of research for Veterans – and the importance of Veterans for research. The May issue features the STRIDE Inpatient Mobility Program.

VA HSR&D Podcasts are now available on iTunes!
Click the link above to access/download our podcasts.

New Podcast
Pain Management and Opioid Safety featuring investigators from HSR&D’s Denver/Seattle Center of Innovation.

Check out upcoming and archived Cyberseminars at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm
Recent Publications

Groeneveld P, Medvedeva E, Walker L, et al. Outcomes of Care for Ischemic Coronary Disease and Chronic Heart Failure in the Veterans Health Administration. JAMA Cardiology. May 16, 2018;epub ahead of print.
Oddone E, Gierisch J, Sanders L, et al. A Coaching by Telephone Intervention on Engaging Patients to Address Modifiable Cardiovascular Risk Factors: A Randomized Controlled Trial. Journal of General Internal Medicine. May 7, 2018;e-pub ahead of print.
Tsai J, Blue-Howells J, and Nakashima J. Needs of Homeless Veterans: 5 Years of the CHALENG Survey 2012-16. Journal of Public Health. May 3, 2018; Epub ahead of print.

Kondo K, Wyse J, Mendelson A, Beard G, Freeman M, Low A, and Kansagara D. Pay-for-Performance and Veteran Care in the VHA and the Community: A Systematic Review. Journal of General Internal Medicine. April 26, 2018; Epub ahead of print.

Mohr D, Eaton J, Meterko M, Stolzmann K, and Restuccia J. Factors Associated with Internal Medicine Physician Job Attitudes in the Veterans Health Administration. BMC Health Services Research. April 5, 2018;18(1):244.
QUERI Program Updates:
· QUERI funding announcements posted on the ORD RFA website – 15 ITSs received
QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiative (“Parent”) Partnered Evaluation Mechanism: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/docs/HX-18-010-QUERIParent.pdf
QUERI-VISN Partnered Implementation Initiative (Start Up Funds): http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/docs/HX-18-017-QUERI-VISN-PII.pdf
QUERI Implementation Strategy Learning Network Hub Sites: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/docs/HX-18-018-QUERI-LearningNetwork.pdf 
· New QUERI VISN Partnered Implementation Initiative Startups
 
Ø  Facilitated Implementation of Stepped Care for Opioid Use Disorder – Corresponding PI: William C. Becker, MD
The goal of this project is to deploy implementation facilitation (IF), an evidence-based implementation strategy, to improve the uptake and adherence to the Stepped Care for OUD model.

 

Ø  Increasing Access to Medication-Assisted Treatment in VISN 22 – Corresponding PI: Evelyn Chang, MD, MSHS
The goal of this project is to increase access to MAT and CIH therapies among patients with OUD using evidence-based quality improvement (EBQI), which includes technical support, formative feedback, and practice facilitation.

 

Ø  Implementation and Evaluation of a Multifaceted Provider Support Initiative to Improve Access to Opioid Use Disorder Treatment in Primary Care Settings – Corresponding PI: Adam Gordon, MD, MPH, FACP, DFASAM, CMRO
The objective of the project is to implement and evaluate the evidence-based, effective practice of medication treatment of opioid use disorder in primary care settings.

 

Ø  Effective hospital practices to prevent immediate and delayed opioid adverse events while improving pain and functional outcomes – Corresponding PI: Hilary Mosher, MD
The overall goals of the project are to assemble a tool-kit of road-tested approaches to broadly implement best practices for safer and more effective, opioid sparing inpatient pain management, as well as metrics to both identify high-opioid-prescribing and low-opioid-prescribing sites, and track changes in prescribing patterns over time.

 

Ø  Making Medication Assisted Treatment Available to Veterans with Opioid Use Disorders at CBOCs using Telemedicine – Corresponding PI: Marc Rosen, MD
The project seeks to increase treatment of Veterans with Opioid Use Disorder (OUD) with Medication Assisted Treatment (MAT) in CBOCs that lack addiction providers by replicating the effective program of tele-MAT.

RFA Informational Cyberseminar for summer 2018 Review Cycle
The Cyberseminar provided an overview of the QUERI Request for Applications (RFAs) for the summer 2018 review cycle with an emphasis on new QUERI RFAs. The live session was recorded and is archived for on-demand access. The archive of this session is available here: https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/queri-rfa-041918_login.cfm 

Password: queri-rfa-041918 (Do not copy and paste the password).  Please send your questions, comments and feedback to: cyberseminar@va.gov.
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Promoting  
Successful Integration


B o r d e n  I n s t i t u t e 


US   A r m y  M e d i c a l  D e p a r t m e n t  C e n t e r  a n d  S c h o o l


H ea  l t h  R ea  d i n e s s  C e n t e r  o f  E x c e l l e n c e


Fort Sam Houston, Texas


O f f i c e  o f  T h e  S u r g e o n  G e n e r a l


Falls Church, Virginia


“Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen are the 


military’s greatest asset. Their talent, commitment, and tenacity are 


unmatched by any force in the world. We ask our Service Members and 


their families to frequently make sacrifices that are difficult for those 


who have not served in the Armed Forces to understand. They endure 


repeated deployments, hazardous environments, and long hours away 


from friends and families. . . . [This handbook] serves as a valuable 


resource for our Service Members, Military and Veteran leadership, 


Veterans, Family members, and civilian communities. . . . [it] contains 


extremely helpful information about resilience and reintegration.” 


Nadja Y. West


Lieutenant General, US Army 
The Surgeon General and Commanding General


United States Army Medical Command 
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Front Cover: Army Sgt. Christopher McGinnis powers a hand cycle during the 2017 
Department of Defense Warrior Games in Chicago, July 6, 2017. The Warrior Games 
are an annual event allowing wounded, ill, and injured service members and veterans 
to compete in Paralympic-style sports. DoD photo by EJ Hersom.






