Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, June 19, 2017
1. Welcome – Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD

2. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA
·  Reminded field of the need to execute prior year funding.  As of today, there is still about $20M in prior year funding out at the various stations.

· Alerted the field to a potential change in FY18 about reimbursable dollars.  To this point reimbursable dollars / advances have been collected into you direct appropriation – 0161A1.  In FY18 the department is trying to establish new funds for reimbursable dollars.  Collections will not be comingled with your direct funds.  This may mean separate FCP and accounts for your reimbursable collections and/or advances.  Just a heads up.  May mean many expense transfers will be required or to the extent you have the advance, executing directly from those FCP.

· Also just wanted to make sure everyone knows, now that the President has released his budget to Congress, that our budget request for FY18 was $640M – about $33M below our FY17 level.  However, initial marks on our budget by the Congress has raised that to $691M.  

· Some of you have started to allow your 0161X2 availability to grow excessively.  I remind you that this is not a slush fund.  It does allow you some flexibility to manage but focus still needs to be maintained to appropriately charge expenses.  These balances do count against our carryover.  I ask you to get balances down to your FY16 levels.

3. Technology Transfer Update – John J. Kaplan, PhD, JD, PE

In late May 2017, the VA Technology Transfer Program (VA TTP) launched an eLearning course.  The eLearning course covers the basics of technology transfer and discusses the specifics of VA’s invention disclosure process.  The eLearning course is appropriate for any person involved with VA research and technology development.   The eLearning course is available on the VA’s Talent Management System (TMS) for those with VA credentials with course identification (ID) number 33534.  Additionally, for those without VA credentials, the eLearning course is available under the “WHAT’S NEW” section on the VA TTP Internet Site: 

https://www.research.va.gov/programs/tech_transfer/default.cfm.  

4. Service Updates:

· BLR&D and CSR&D Updates – Holly Krull, PhD
Notes for Scientific Review, Spring 2017:

· We are happy to announce that the BLRD and CSRD Spring 2017 review panels are complete. I wanted to remind everyone that while applicants and stations are understandably anxious for the results of the meetings, and specifically their applications, please allow us in the Office of Research and Development the time to process the results and prepare summary statements from the 29 review meetings. Once the funding decisions are made, Portfolio Managers may be contacted.  No contact with the Portfolio Managers should occur prior to the July 20 Margin meeting.  Other questions in the meantime should be directed to for review: vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov and all other items: vhablrd-csrd@va.gov
· We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.

Notes for Application Submission, Fall 2017:

Application Submission Dates:

· Sept 1 - Promos and RCS Applications

· Sept 13 - Merit, CD, and Pilot Applications 

Biomedical Laboratory R&D:

BLR&D has decided to create a collaborative TBI RFA and to modify the budget limitations of the current TBI RFA. Both of these actions are to increase research interest in the BLR&D TBI portfolio.

For the BX17-003:  BLR&D Merit Review Award for Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Research (I01), the budget limitation has been raised to $200,000/year up to 4 years.

For the collaborative TBI RFA (yet to be numbered), the RFA will solicit multi-disciplinary, collaborative I0s to improve or transform the understanding the chronic effects of Traumatic Brain Injuries within the Biomedical Laboratory purview. An overall research strategy and set of hypotheses will define the collaborative program; however, each submitted application will be a standalone, independent project that supports the overall research strategy. 

For each collaborative I01, each site will have its own Program Director(s)/Principal Investigators(s). A project management plan will be required that provides a mechanism for cross-site coordination and communication. This RFA is put in place to allow collaborative studies to address research questions beyond the capacity of a single-site investigation, particularly to accommodate collaborations among sites with diverse expertise, perspectives, and contributions. The budget limitation will be $200,000/year with a site travel allowance of $5,000. Funded programs are encouraged to have a yearly meeting for the researchers.

· RFA is expected to be released in mid July
Clinical Science R&D

The PTSD Psychopharmacology Initiative is still active. Details regarding this initiative may be found on the CSR&D website, https://www.research.va.gov/services/csrd/ppi.cfm. 

CSR&D is requesting that sites complete a site survey, if not have not already. The previous deadline has been waived.

· Site Surveys: Facilities interested in serving as a performance sites for PTSD medication studies that are approved for planning should complete and return the PPI Site Survey. Researchers who wish to serve as site investigators should notify their Research Office and assist with the completion of the site survey. NOTE: The deadline for submission of the PPI Site Survey has been waived.
PECASE Nomination Packets for FY17:  Deadline to ORD Monday, July 31, 2017
· Melissa Cooper
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Email packets by Monday, July 31, 2017
The Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and Engineers (PECASE) 

PECASE is the highest honor bestowed by the U.S. Government to outstanding scientists and engineers beginning their independent careers.  The Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) invites VA to submit nominees for this award each year.  Final selection is typically made in winter and announced by the White House the following summer.  We did not have nominations for 2016, we want to ensure we participate this year to acknowledge our outstanding Researchers.

The VA Office of Research and Development (ORD) is beginning the internal process for selecting nominees for the 2017 award.  Nominees can be funded investigators from any of the four services: Biomedical Laboratory R&D Service (BLR&D), Clinical Science R&D Service (CSR&D), Health Services R&D Service (HSR&D), or Rehabilitation R&D Service (RR&D).  Candidates will be assessed by ORD professional and scientific staff on the basis and quality of their scientific work, together with the relevance of their research to VA’s mission.  Nominees will be approved by the Chief Research and Development Officer, and transmitted to the Under Secretary for Health and to the Secretary for final approval. 

Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for a PECASE award, nominees must:

1. Have a VA Appointment of 5/8ths or greater, 

2. Have a VA-funded award,

3. Have no more than five years of research experience, as defined in (a) below:

a. In the first five years since receiving his or her first competitively awarded investigator-initiated merit award or in the first five years of a tenure track or equivalent academic or federal research position. 

b. Funds secured during graduate school or postdoctoral training and funds secured for training, fellowship, education, or career development do not count towards the five year limit.  ORD Career Development Awards do not count against the 5 year limit.  An investigator who has completed a CDA remains eligible for the PECASE award during his or her first VA-funded Investigator-Initiated Research Merit Award.  Researchers currently completing a CDA are also eligible. 
4. Be involved in innovative research and the frontiers of science and technology that is relevant to VA’s mission, and

5. Show demonstrated community service through scientific leadership, education, and community outreach. 

Nomination Package Requirements

Nomination packages must include the following:

1. Letter of Recommendation, not to exceed two pages.  This letter may be from the ACOS for Research, the Medical Center Director, or an ORD Service Director or Portfolio Manager.  This letter should describe how the nominee meets the eligibility criteria described above.  

2. Nominee’s current Curriculum Vitae 
3. One-page Candidate Description (e.g. short bio). 

4. VA Form 0235: Security Check for Candidate Requiring Approval of the Secretary (blank form attached)

5. Memorandum of Employment Verification and Citizen Status from nominee’s human resources office (template attached). 

Nominations will be accepted via email until COB July 31st, 2017.  Please note that the VA Form 0235 contains sensitive information and must be sent encrypted.  If you cannot send encrypted email, please contact me and I will provide you with a secure fax line for submitting Form 0235.  

Please submit questions or nomination packages to me at Melissa.Cooper@va.gov. 

Agency Award: PECASE awardees receive VA research support in the amount of $25,000 per year for five years.  
· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, PhD
Congratulation to Dr. Sulayman Dib-Hajj
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Dr. Dib-Hajj has been elected to the Board of Directors of National Development and Research Institutes (NDRI), Inc., a private, non-profit organization that conducts substance use and other bio-behavioral research nationwide and internationally, advancing public health across diverse populations including high-risk and underserved persons, uniformed services, youth and Veterans.  Dr. Dib-Hajj is the Associate Director of the RR&D Center for Restoration of Nervous System Function at the West Haven VAMC.  His expertise is on sodium channel function in painful human disease conditions.  In particular, the role of sodium channel variant 1.6, and its involvement in trigeminal neuralgia.  

Appalachian Spring 2017 Conference focuses on Telehealth and Technology for Audiology 

RR&D Auditory Vestibular Research Enhancement Award Program at the Mtn Home VAMC hosts insightful and educational conference for clinicians and researchers. The Appalachian Spring Conference has a tradition of presenting internationally-recognized speakers and experts in the fields of audiology, speech-language pathology, physical therapy, hearing science, and neuroscience. This year’s conference focused on telehealth and technology for patients with hearing loss, balance rehabilitation, cochlear implant rehabilitation, and tinnitus counseling.

Please go to the Mountain Home VAMC site for more information.

https://www.avreap.research.va.gov/AVREAPRESEARCH/AppySpring_postConference.asp 

Please go to the Johnson City Press site to for local media coverage. 

http://www.johnsoncitypress.com/Health-Care/2017/06/16/24th-Annual-Spring-Conference-on-Telehealth-at-VA.html   

RPPR – Thank You

Thanks to you and your investigators for completing the RPPR requirements in a timely manner. We find them beneficial for a number of reasons. 

· As discoveries are made (reported) the Scientific Program Manager can provide more informed guidance on directions and next steps for the research in RR&D, as well as assisting with the next translational point. 

· Allows for early planning with respect to things like project extensions, as that directly impacts budget management to maximize fund allocations and intent-to-fund decisions. 

· Potential TTP disclosures to protect intellectual property as research moves forward. 

Review Related Information
Spring 2017 SPiRE:
Intent-to-fund decisions will be announced this week. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO by July 1.  

Summer 2017 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions: 
Applications are undergoing administrative review. Meetings will be held July 31 through August 4. Impact scores will be released in eRA on August 8. Summary statements will be released on September 1 with intent-to-fund decisions by late-September.

We wish to inform you that, due to the departure of Dr. Tshaka Cunningham, the Aging & Neurodegenerative Disease (RRD6) panel will only review resubmission applications this cycle. All new applications have been assigned to other panels with appropriate expertise to review the proposed work.

Timeline for Fall 2017 SPiRE:

· The LOI submission deadline is August 1 for the September application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf. 

RR&D will be issuing a new SPiRE FOA/RFA (http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm). This means that previous application packages cannot be re-used – all applications will need a new application package. 

Of particular interest this cycle are studies that include aims addressing:

· Prosthetic needs of Women Veterans with amputations. 

· Non-pharmacological activity-based interventions for chronic pain impacting outcomes that may include pain reduction, medication use, ADL, and QoL.

· Moral injury of deployed Veterans. 

· Education and/or training to promote return to work.  

Investigators are urged to discuss proposed applications with the RR&D Scientific Program Manager relevant to their area of study.

· Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than August 1 for the September application submission. Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. Email waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Fall 2017 SPiRE Review. 

· Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by September 15, making the last possible submission date September 12 [changed/corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date]. We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official (SO) can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. We also encourage the PI and SO to carefully review any system generated WARNINGS received before final application submission. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review. 

2018 Paul B. Magnuson Award:

Nominations are being accepted through September 1. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov.


Notes regarding eRA:

Legacy PDF application packages (traditional Grants.gov process) will not be available after the December 2017 submission deadline. All VA submissions will need to come through Grants.gov Workspace or eRA Commons Application Submission System & Interface for Submission Tracking (ASSIST) starting with the March 2018 submission deadline.

Training resources for the Grants.gov Workspace process are available at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview/workspace-process.html. Additionally, there are several videos available at https://www.youtube.com/user/GrantsGovUS. 

ASSIST training resources (a recorded presentation, user guides and some other helpful resources) are available at https://era.nih.gov/era_training/assist.cfm (note that VA applications are Single-Project). There is also a video targeted to SBIR, but we are told that this information works for VA-ORD applications: https://grants.nih.gov/news/virtual-learning/upcoming_webinars.htm. Additionally, ASSIST demos will be offered via WebEx on:
· Thursday, July 20th from 1:30 – 2:30 pm (EST)
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· Monday, August 28th from 1:30 – 2:30 pm (EST) 
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· HSR&D Update –   David Atkins, MD, MPH
Amy M. Kilbourne, PhD, MPH
SMRB Updates:

The upcoming SMRB review meeting is scheduled for August 22 – 25, 2017, at the VHA Conference Center, 2011 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA  22202. 

192 applications were received for this review cycle.

QUERI Updates- Melissa Braganza:

QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiative (PEI) RFA: 5 ITS were submitted in response to the QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiative RFA. The proposal deadline for the August 2017 SMRB closed on June 12th. 
CIDER Updates: Karen Bossi:

Under Secretary’s Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research
Eve A. Kerr, MD, MPH has earned the 2016 Under Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research – the highest honor for a VA health services researcher.

FORUM: The latest issue of FORUM features the topic of Implementation Science.

From the ESP Program:
ESP Report: Access Management Improvement: A Systematic Review (intranet only)

ESP Report: The Effectiveness and Risks of Cranial Electrical Stimulation (intranet only)

Check out upcoming and archived Cyberseminars at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm
Recent Publications

Shaw J, Asch S, Katon J, Shaw K, Kimerling R, Frayne S, and Phibbs C. Post-traumatic Stress Disorder and Antepartum Complications: A Novel Risk Factor for Gestational Diabetes and Preeclampsia. Paediatric and Perinatal Epidemiology. May 2017;31(3):185-194.

Washington DL, Steers WN, Huynh A, et al. Racial and Ethnic Disparities Persist at Veterans Health Administration Patient-Centered Medical Homes. Health Affairs. June 2017;36(6):1086-94.
Riblet N, Shiner B, Watts B, et al. Death by Suicide within One Week of Hospital Discharge: A Retrospective Study of Root-Cause Analysis Reports. Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease. May 16, 2017; Epub ahead of print.
Special Issue: Homelessness among Veterans, Other Adults, and Youth. Psychological Services. May 2017;14(2).
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SECURITY CHECK FOR CANDIDATE 
REQUIRING APPROVAL OF THE SECRETARY


TO FROM


INFORMATION REGARDING THE CANDIDATE


FOR SECURITY OFFICE USE ONLY


Office of Security & Law Enforcement 
Security Officer (07C) 
810 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington DC 20420


NAME OF CANDIDATE


DATE OF BIRTH


POSITION FOR WHICH CANDIDATE IS NOMINATED


NAME OF STATION/OFFICE


TO


SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER


POSITION SENSITIVITYPLACE OF BIRTH


LOCATION OF OFFICIAL PERSONNEL FOLDER


DECISION


COMMENTS


DATESIGNATURE OF SECURITY OFFICER


VA FORM 
JAN 1995 0235


  This office has no unfavorable information regarding the above individual.


   This office has no information regarding the above individual. A National Agency Check with Written Inquiries 
   must be initiated by the Human Resource Management Office IMMEDIATELY.


   The Office of Inspector General (50) has information that must be reviewed prior to approval.






		

		Department of 
Veterans Affairs

		Memorandum



		Date:

		[bookmark: Text1]     



		From:

		[Human Resources Office, VA Medical Center]



		Subj:

		Certification of Citizenship and Employment, [Name of Candidate]



		To:

		[bookmark: _GoBack]Chief Research and Development Officer (10P9)







1.  The purpose of this memorandum is to certify that [Nominee} is a [Citizen Status] of the United States of America.



2.  [Nominee] is an employee in good standing with [Medical Center/Office].



3.  Should you have any questions, please contact [Name of HR POC] at [Phone #] or by email at [email address].







[Signature of Certifier]

[Name of Certifier]
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		From

		Asqueri, Tiffany

		To

		Asqueri, Tiffany

		Recipients

		Tiffany.Asqueri@va.gov



Join WebEx meeting   
Meeting number (access code): 623 724 101 
Meeting password: EPyTtsj8  
  
Join by phone  
1-877-668-4493 Call-in toll-free number (US/Canada)  
1-650-479-3208 Call-in toll number (US/Canada)  
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		From

		Asqueri, Tiffany

		To

		Asqueri, Tiffany

		Recipients

		Tiffany.Asqueri@va.gov



Join WebEx meeting   
Meeting number (access code): 626 148 428 
Meeting password: 9YTnJJeA  
  
Join by phone  
1-877-668-4493 Call-in toll-free number (US/Canada)  
1-650-479-3208 Call-in toll number (US/Canada)  





