Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, July 17, 2017
1. Welcome – Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD

2. Budget Update – Allen Dunlow, MHA
1)  Mr. Dunlow continues to track prior year execution.  With the exception of items with a PO number still at contracting, stations should be able to get everything else done.  Encouraged stations to do that.

2) Those of you who are involved with Interagency Agreements may have noticed some new requirements from FSC on how you process the agreement.  Clear guidance is still being worked, but Mr. Dunlow encouraged stations to finalize those collections now.  If an agreement isn’t already in place, you might consider waiting until next year.  The new process will require you and your fiscal to work together to get agreements loaded, process the advance, and then process the earnings using newly established revenue source codes.  

3) Also, again, the Department is considering establishing new reimbursement funds next FY.  This means you won’t comingle your direct money with your reimbursable money.  Suspect this will result in even more expense transfers.

4) Just to keep the field informed of the potential swings for our FY18 money.  The PB asked for $640M, the house is proposing $698M and the senate is proposing $722M.  However, at the moment we must plan as if the number is $640.  

5) And we have already been tasked to start working on FY19 PB.

3.  Human Subject Protections - Karen Jeans, Ph.D., CCRN: 
· The first issue involved the status of the Final Rule – the revision of the Common Rule.  VA has been informed that HHS is still reviewing the provisions of the Final Rule, and it is unknown presently what the status of that review involves and when it will be completed.  VA has been informed that the review may be completed soon, but there are no parameters given on what “soon” means.  Multiple groups have contacted OHRP raising their concerns with the uncertainty of knowing if or when the Final Rule for the Common Rule will be implemented.  VA continues to wait to obtain a status.
  

· The second issue involved the announcement of additional biospecimen webinars.  ORD conducted three biospecimen webinars in April and May.  As a result of the feedback received from those webinars, ORD will be announcing two additional biospecimen webinars to be held in August.  Those dates will be announced in the next couple of weeks with a notice sent to the VA research community.
· The third issue involved ORD publishing draft guidance.  ORD will begin issuing draft guidance that has already gone through internal program reviews to seek additional input from the VA research community.  ORD will be issuing two draft guidances related to both emailing/texting and Material Transfer Agreements in the next few weeks.  A notice will be sent to the VA research community when those draft guidance documents are posted.

4. Service Updates:

· BLR&D and CSR&D Updates 
Biomedical Laboratory R&D - – Christopher T. Bever, Jr. M.D.
1)  Summary statements for Spring 2017 have been released. Intent to fund notifications should be going out soon.

2)  Clinician scientists whose funding is ending and are continuing to actively seek renewal are eligible to apply for bridge funding to enable them to retain staff. Requests must be submitted in the form of a modification requesting for a cost extension. Requests up to $30K for 6 months will be accepted. Information regarding submitting a project modification may be found: https://www.research.va.gov/services/shared_docs/modifications.cfm
3)  The fall round will include an RFA for linked merit awards addressing traumatic brain injury. This would allow several merits on that topic with a coordinated approach. Additional information may be found in the RFA BX17-006: BLR&D Collaborative Merit Review Award for Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) Research (I01) 
4)  BL is looking for volunteers to staff a work group on measuring research impact. This could be ACOSs, AOs or senior investigators. Contact either Dr. Bever or Dr. Krull with names of interested parties.

Clinical Science R&D - Miriam Smyth, Ph.D.
1)  Summary statements for Spring 2017 have been released. Intent to fund notifications should be going out July 28.

Notes for Scientific Review, Spring 2017:

· We are happy to announce that the BLRD and CSRD Spring 2017 review panels are complete. I wanted to remind everyone that while applicants and stations are understandably anxious for the results of the meetings, and specifically their applications, please allow us in the Office of Research and Development the time to process the results and prepare summary statements from the 29 review meetings. Once the funding decisions are made, Portfolio Managers may be contacted.  No contact with the Portfolio Managers should occur prior to the July 20 Margin meeting.  
Other questions in the meantime should be directed to:

for review:  vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov 
all other items:  vhablrd-csrd@va.gov
· Decision notification will go out shortly.

· We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.

Notes for Application Submission, Fall 2017:

· All RFAs and Grants.gov packages have been published. Including ShEEP and ShEEP-Imaging Core RFAs.

Application Submission Dates:

· Sept 1 - Promos and RCS Applications

· Sept 13 - Merit, CD, and Pilot Applications 

· Oct 2 – ShEEP and ShEEP-Imaging Core Applications

NIH ASSIST will be unavailable for use for the Fall submission round. 



· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Congratulations to AIMBE Fellows from RR&D Functional Electrical Stimulation Center in Cleveland
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Drs. Jeffrey Capadona (L photo) and Dustin Tyler (R photo standing) were inducted into the prestigious College of Fellows of the American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering (AIMBE) at the Induction Ceremony at the National Academy of Sciences in Washington, D.C. on March 19, 2017. Dr. Capadona was selected for outstanding contributions in neural interface technology and Dr. Tyler for outstanding contributions to the design, implementation, and assessment of neuroprostheses and assistive technologies that enhance mobility after neuromuscular disability.

RR&D National Center for Rehabilitation Research (NCRAR) Conference Announcement

The NCRAR biennial conference is coming up on October 4th - 6th 2017, in Portland OR. This year’s theme is:  Translating Tinnitus Research Findings into Clinical Practice.

For information about registration, VA clinician and student scholarships, and a detailed program please go to: https://www.ncrar.research.va.gov/conference/2017NCRARConference.asp
2018 Paul B. Magnuson Award

Nominations are being accepted through September 1. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov.

PECASE Nominations due July31, 2017

Send RR&D nomination packets to: rrdreviews@va.gov, subject line = PECASE

Review Related Information
Summer 2017 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions: 
Review is underway. Meetings will be held July 31 through August 4. Impact scores will be released in eRA on August 8. Summary statements will be released on September 1 with intent-to-fund decisions by late-September.

We wish to inform you that, due to the departure of Scientific Program manager, Dr. Tshaka Cunningham, the Aging & Neurodegenerative Disease (RRD6) panel will only review resubmission applications this cycle. All new applications have been assigned to other panels with appropriate expertise to review the proposed work.

Timeline for Fall 2017 SPiRE:
· The LOI submission deadline is August 1 for the September application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/handbook/1203-1appenda.pdf. 

RR&D has issued a new SPiRE FOA/RFA (http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm). This means that previous application packages cannot be re-used – all applications will need a new application package. 

Of particular interest this cycle are studies that include aims addressing:
· Prosthetic needs of Women Veterans with amputations. 

· Non-pharmacological activity-based interventions for chronic pain impacting outcomes that may include pain reduction, medication use, ADL, and QoL.

· Moral injury of deployed Veterans. 

· Education and/or training to promote return to work.  

Investigators are urged to discuss proposed applications with the RR&D Scientific Program Manager relevant to their area of study. A detailed description of the research programs supported by RR&D and staff contact information may be found at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/meritreview.html. 
· Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than August 1 for the September application submission. Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. Email waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Fall 2017 SPiRE Review. 

· Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by September 15, making the last possible submission date September 12 [changed/corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date]. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review. We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official (SO) can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. While we encourage the PI and SO to carefully review any system generated WARNINGS received, you should not rely solely on system validation checks to ensure a successful application submission.

Notes regarding eRA:
Legacy PDF application packages (traditional Grants.gov process) will not be available after the December 2017 submission deadline. All VA submissions will need to come through Grants.gov Workspace or eRA Commons Application Submission System & Interface for Submission Tracking (ASSIST) starting with the March 2018 submission deadline.
Training resources for the Grants.gov Workspace process are available at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview/workspace-process.html. Additionally, there are several videos available at https://www.youtube.com/user/GrantsGovUS. 
ASSIST training resources (a recorded presentation, user guides and some other helpful resources) are available at https://era.nih.gov/era_training/assist.cfm (note that VA applications are Single-Project). There is also a video targeted to SBIR, but we are told that this information works for VA-ORD applications: https://grants.nih.gov/news/virtual-learning/upcoming_webinars.htm. Additionally, ASSIST demos will be offered via WebEx on:
· Thursday, July 20th from 1:30 – 2:30 pm (EST)

[image: image3.emf]ASSIST Demo.msg


· Monday, August 28th from 1:30 – 2:30 pm (EST) 
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· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH
HSR&D Updates:

· HSR&D/QUERI National Research and Career Development Meetings are being held July 18-20, 2017 in Crystal City, VA. The national meeting theme is “Accelerating Innovation and Implementation in Health System Science,” and the agenda includes over 200 papers, workshops,  posters, and for the first time, novel partnered panels featuring cutting-edge investigator-operations collaborations competitively selected from over 900 submitted abstracts. Live podcasts of the meeting will be available on the HSR&D website. Special thanks to CIDER for their exquisite planning of this meeting!

· In Memoriam: James F. Burgess, Jr., PhD. The HSR&D community is mourning the recent loss of their friend and colleague, James F. Burgess, Jr., PhD, who was a senior investigator at HSR&D's Center for Healthcare Organization and Implementation Research (CHOIR) in Bedford and Boston, MA. Dr. Burgess was a health economist with more than 25 years of extensive healthcare management, research, and educational experience putting health services research into practice in diverse transdisciplinary settings. In addition to his role as senior investigator at CHOIR, he co-directed VA's Office of Academic Affairs Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Health Services Research and was Director of the Health Economics Program at Boston University, as well as Professor of Health Law, Policy & Management. In 2015, Dr. Burgess received the John Eisenberg Award for Excellence in Mentorship.  HSR&D is grateful for his dedication and many contributions to improving the health and healthcare of Veterans. Jim Burgess will be greatly missed.

· HSR&D Scientific Merit Review is scheduled for August 22 – 25, 2017. For the summer review, 174 applications were received.
QUERI Updates- Melissa Braganza:

· QUERI Early Morning Session on July 20 at 7am-8am ET: QUERI investigators attending the HSR&D/QUERI National Conference will be invited to attend a QUERI session on July 20th at 7am ET. 
· New QUERI Resource Center: The Center for Evaluation and Implementation Resources (CEIR), led by Nick Bowersox, PhD, ABPP, Anne Sales, PhD, RN, and Christine Kowalski, MPH, will be established starting in FY2018 to provide ongoing support for the Implementation Research Group as well as provide additional resources and support on evaluation and implementation best practices. The goals of the CEIR are to provide ongoing continuing education and training in evaluation and implementation science techniques as well as provide a forum for sharing best practices and lessons learned in evaluation and implementation science. CEIR will continue to facilitate a monthly cyber seminar on the first Thursday of every month from noon to 1 PM EST. Call topics vary across the implementation spectrum and are based on recommendations from CEIR members. The CEIR, and its predecessor organizations, has produced a comprehensive Implementation guide, which will be updated over the next few years by Dr. Sales: http://www.queri.research.va.gov/implementation/
· QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiative: 5 proposals were received in response to the QUERI PEI RFA and will be reviewed during the August SMRB.

CIDER Updates - Karen Bossi 

HSR&D/QUERI National Meeting Live Streaming!
· Not able to join us at the meeting? New this year, we will be streaming selected National Meeting sessions. Detailed session information is available on the online agenda.

· Medical Care Supplement Highlights VA Choice Act
From the ESP Program

· ESP Report:  Management of Antiplatelet Therapy among Patients on Antiplatelet Therapy for Coronary or Cerebrovascular Disease 

· ESP Evidence Brief:  Use of Performance Measures as Criteria for Selecting Community Cardiac and Orthopedic Surgical Providers for the Veterans Choice Program 

· Check out upcoming and archived Cyber seminars at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm
· Recent Publications

Cully J, Stanley M, Petersen N , et al. Delivery of Brief Cognitive Behavioral Therapy for Medically Ill Patients in Primary Care: A Pragmatic Randomized Clinical Trial. Journal of General Internal Medicine. June 20, 2017; Epub ahead of print.

· Hausmann L, Youk A, Kwoh K, et al. Testing a Positive Psychological Intervention for Osteoarthritis. Pain Medicine. June 27, 2017; e-pub ahead of print.
· Nelson H, Denneson L, Low A, et al. Suicide Risk Assessment and Prevention: A Systematic Review Focusing on Veterans. Psychiatric Services. June 15, 2017; Epub ahead of print

· Heidenreich P, Zapata A, Shieh L, Oliva N, and Sahay A. Patient Ratings of Veterans Affairs and Affiliated Hospitals. American Journal of Managed Care. June 2017; 23(6):382-384.
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Join WebEx meeting   
Meeting number (access code): 623 724 101 
Meeting password: EPyTtsj8  
  
Join by phone  
1-877-668-4493 Call-in toll-free number (US/Canada)  
1-650-479-3208 Call-in toll number (US/Canada)  
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Join WebEx meeting   
Meeting number (access code): 626 148 428 
Meeting password: 9YTnJJeA  
  
Join by phone  
1-877-668-4493 Call-in toll-free number (US/Canada)  
1-650-479-3208 Call-in toll number (US/Canada)  





