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Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, September 17, 2018
1. Welcome – Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD

2. Budget Updates




Allen Dunlow, MHA

During the last field call of the fiscal year Mr. Dunlow reminded the field of critical actions necessary for a successful year end close.
1) Make sure all your advanced reimbursable collections are processed.  Make sure all FY1718 collections are earned and obligated.  For the FY1819 advanced reimbursable collections, they also need to be earned.  

2) Make sure all FY1718 funds (Prior Year dollars) are obligated.  Do not allow these funds to lapse.

3) Recommend not processing any more collection because the field may not see a TDA for those collections.  Collections after the cut off will be retained at the national level, and if necessary spent.

4) Attempt to execution as much of your FY1819 funds as possible to minimize carryover.

Mr. Dunlow informed the field that the FY19 VA appropriation has been passed by both houses of Congress and is on it’s way to the President for signature.  Post the ORD Field Call, the President has signed the VA appropriation.  There will be NO CR and NO government shut down for the VA.  We have our full year funding.  This will allow full distribution for the year of all projects currently in the ITA.

Mr. Dunlow again reminded the field to be available over the weekend of the 29th and 30th of September for fiscal year end.



3. Technology Transfer updates – John J. Kaplan, Ph.D., JD, PE  
Dr. John Kaplan, Director of the Technology Transfer Program, provided an update on incomplete Invention Disclosures (IDs) due to missing certification form(s).  Dr. Kaplan informed the Field Call participants that there are currently 91 incomplete IDs due to missing certification forms.  However, one (1) incomplete ID was completed during the afternoon of the Field Call so now there are 90 incomplete IDs.  The following table shows the number of incomplete IDs at each VA Medical Center.  Dr. Kaplan requested help with obtaining the missing signed certification forms by the end of FY18.  To that end, Dr. Kaplan stated that Ms. Cynthia Schwarz will email the list of incomplete IDs to the respective Associate Chief of Staff for Research and respective Administrative Officer.
	Organization
	Number of Incomplete IDs

	Brooklyn Campus of the VA NY Harbor Health Care System - Brooklyn, NY
	30



	VA Palo Alto Healthcare System, Palo Alto
	14

	Clement J. Zablocki VA Medical Center - Milwaukee, WI


	11

	VA Salt Lake City Healthcare System - Salt Lake City, UT
	6

	Ralph H. Johnson VA Medical Center - Charleston, SC
	5

	San Francisco VA Medical Center - San Francisco, CA
	3

	VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System - Ann Arbor, MI
	3

	Robley Rex VA Medical Center - Louisville, KY
	3

	Minneapolis VA Health Care System - Minneapolis, MN
	2

	VA Boston Healthcare System, Jamaica Plain Campus - Boston, MA
	2

	Malcom Randall VA Medical Center - Gainesville, FL
	2

	Southern Arizona VA Healthcare System - Tucson, AZ
	1

	Richard L. Roudebush VA Medical Center - Indianapolis, IN
	1

	Corporal Michael J. Crescenz VA Medical Center - Philadelphia, PA
	1

	John D. Dingell VA Medical Center - Detroit, MI
	1

	Louis Stokes Cleveland VA Medical Center - Cleveland, OH
	1

	Baltimore VA Medical Center - Baltimore, MD 
	1

	Atlanta VA Medical Center - Atlanta, GA
	1

	VA San Diego Healthcare System - San Diego, CA
	1

	VA St. Louis Healthcare System - St. Louis, MO
	1

	Total number of incomplete IDs
	90



Service Updates:

· BLR&D





Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D.

CSR&D





Theresa Gleason, Ph.D.

For BL and CS:

Fall 2018 review cycle:

Application deadline was September 12. We are currently processing applications. Final panel assignments will be made by Friday, September 28. Panel meetings will begin in mid-November.

Funding opportunity announcements for Shared Equipment Evaluation Program (ShEEP), Shared Equipment Evaluation Program – Imaging Core (ShEEP-IC ) and Lab Animal Major Equipment (LAMb) are available on the RFA and Program Announcement intranet page. ShEEP and ShEEP-IC applications are due October 1. LAMb applications are due October 16.

Spring 2019 review cycle:

Letters of intent for Career Development, Epidemiology, Drug Development, and Collaborative Merit projects are due November 1.

CSRD has a deadline of November 1, 2018, for Letters of Intent for Clinical Trials.  We remain highly interested in supporting work under the PTSD Psychopharmacology Initiative (PPI) consisting of clinical trials of potential new medications for Veterans with PTSD (See:  https://www.research.va.gov/services/csrd/ppi.cfm ).  Please encourage VA scientists to consider submitting a Letter of Intent with this specific priority area in mind.  Questions about the PPI can be emailed to Miriam.smyth@va.gov 
For BL Only:   Field Based meetings for 2019:

The RFA for field based planning meetings in priority areas will be sent to stations by the end of this week with applications due to BLRD before November 1, 2018.

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
RR&D Rehab Roadshow at 2018 Paralyzed Veterans of America Healthcare Summit (Dallas, Aug 27-30)

At the first Rehab Roadshow, RR&D presented devices developed with VA support that benefit Veterans with spinal cord injuries. 

The Roadshow had three objectives 1) to gain stakeholder feedback to improve the devices or create new ones, 2) improve visibility of devices and VA research, and 3) gather information and make contacts that could be used to increase viability of licensing VA-supported devices. By all accounts the objectives were met.

The devices and presenters were:
From Cleveland VA, with researchers Drs. Kath. Bogie and Joseph Lerchbacker      

Modular Wheelchair Seating Cushion

Electrostim Bandage

Sensorized Power Wheelchair Footplate  

From Minneapolis VA, with researchers Drs.  Andrew Hansen, Gregg Voss, Stuart Fairhurs, Eric Nickel,       Billie Slater,  Steve Morin, Gary Goldish, Chris Olney      

Multi-purpose Arm Ergometer

Mobile Manual Standing Wheelchair

Ergonomic Wheelchair

SkinSyte Camera System

Pressure Map App

From Pittsburgh VA, with researchers Drs. Rory Cooper, Jorge Candoitti, Brandon Daveler


MeBot

Pneuchair

Bed Scale

Powered Person Transfer System

From ORD: Dr. Brian Schulz (RR&D SPM), Mr. Mathew Schmidt (ORD Communications), and Mr. Benjamin Henry and Dr. Kalpana Reddy (ORD Tech Transfer Program – TTP). TTP provided attendees with details on licensing the devices being displayed, as well as other devices. 

To See and Learn More, please go to the following sites.

General PVA site http://2018.summitpva.org/ 

Main video page https://www.youtube.com/user/PVA1946/videos
Video of the Expo https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YW5au7-lSDY
Minneapolis VA devices https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N2um9ENT-uU
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Congratulations to Dr. Courtney Hall: 

2018 Distinguished Faculty Award from East Tennessee State University

The Distinguished Faculty Award in Research was presented to Dr. Courtney Hall, a professor in the ETSU College of Clinical and Rehabilitative Sciences Department of Physical Therapy and a research health scientist at the James H. Quillen VA Medical Center.   
In receiving the award, Hall earned recognition for her years of research related to balance, gait and vestibular dysfunction.       

“My academic career has focused on building a programmatic research portfolio to better understand age-related changes, both normal and pathological, in postural control and how best to intervene therapeutically to prevent loss of mobility and falls,” Hall said. “My research has focused on motor, sensory and cognitive contributions to balance control in older adults and currently, my research is geared toward developing novel interventions to reduce dizziness and fall risk in older adults.” 

Throughout her career, Hall has been the recipient of more than $7 million in research funds from federal and other entities as either the principal or co-investigator of 11 grants. Her research has resulted in 34 peer-reviewed journal articles, eight book chapters, 19 peer-reviewed abstracts and eight peer-reviewed scientific presentations. Hall currently has three active grants totaling over $2.6 million. 

In addition to working with other physical therapy professionals through her research, Hall works interprofessionally with faculty from other areas, including audiology, medicine and pharmacology. 

“Dr. Hall is one of the research leaders in our college,” said Dr. Don Samples, dean of the ETSU College of Clinical and Rehabilitative Health Sciences. “Perhaps even more significant is the impact she has had on the patients she treats who have traumatic brain injuries and vestibular dysfunction. She is on the cutting edge of the field of rehabilitation science and makes a difference in the lives of the patients she treats.” 

Hall has been on faculty at ETSU since 2011. Prior to coming to ETSU, Hall was an assistant professor at Emory University, held a joint appointment at the Atlanta VAMC, and was an investigator at the Birmingham/Atlanta Geriatric Research and Education Clinical Consortium. 

She earned two undergraduate degrees – one in mathematics from Davidson College and the other in physical therapy from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She received a master’s degree in exercise and movement sciences from the University of Oregon and her Ph.D. in kinesiology from the University of Texas at Austin.

https://www.etsu.edu/news/2018/08-aug/nr_distinguishedfaculty.aspx#_ga=2.180995172.2103355971.1535546966-565892942.1535546966 

2019 Paul B. Magnuson Award:
The Paul B. Magnuson Award is presented annually to a VA RR&D investigator who exemplifies the entrepreneurship, humanitarianism, and dedication to veterans displayed by Dr. Magnuson during his career. The award was established in 1998 in recognition of the importance of rehabilitation research within the VA Health Care System. 

The submission deadline for nominations has been extended to December 1. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov.

Review Related

Summer 2018:
RR&D’s scientific merit review meetings were held August 6-10, 2018. Scores were released in eRA on August 14. Summary Statements were released on September 6. 

We intend to make funding decisions by the end of September. All PIs will receive notification via an eRA system-generated email regarding the review outcome of their application.

Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO following intent-to-fund decisions.  

Fall 2018 SPiRE:
Review is underway. Scores and summary statements will be released by November 13 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-December.

Timeline for Winter 2019 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions:
Special Emphasis Areas:

Studies that include aims addressing:

· Prosthetic needs of Women Veterans with amputations. 

· Exoskeleton research, including externally powered motorized orthoses for stroke, traumatic brain injury, or other non-SCI/D Veteran populations.

· Non-pharmacological activity-based interventions for chronic pain impacting outcomes that may include pain reduction, medication use, ADL, and QoL.

· Substance use disorder, particularly opiates, on long-term outcomes from Traumatic Brain Injury.

  

To ensure their proposed area of research is of interest to RR&D, investigators are strongly encouraged to consult the RR&D program purview and portfolio descriptions on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/meritreview.html and contact the listed the RR&D Scientific Program Manager relevant to their area of study.

Letter of Intent:

The LOI submission deadline is November 1 for the December application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions, for all award types (i.e. Merit, Career Development, and Research Career Scientist (RCS)). LOI instructions for Merit and RCS are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/guide.html. Career Development LOI instructions are available on the ORD website at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf. Resubmissions only need to include the cover page. In relation to resubmissions, in general, we would expect the submission timeframe to be three application submissions within six review cycles for mechanisms that allow three submissions.

LOIs must be emailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line: [insert PI last name] LOI for Winter 2019 Review. 

Applications will not be accepted without an LOI for the current review cycle. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO by November 9. That communication serves in lieu of a letter. If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s). If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than November 21.

Waivers:

Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than November 1 for the December application submission. Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Winter 2019 Review. 

Application:

Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by December 17, making the last possible submission date December 12 [changed/corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date]. We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.  

Final Research Performance Progress Report (Final RPPR):

VA-ORD is expanding its use of the NIH eRA Commons to include Final RPPRs (this will replace current Service-specific final report submissions outside of eRA Commons). A Final RPPR is due 120 days after the project end date and will be submitted similar to the annual RPPR. The difference is the addition of a new Section I: Outcomes, and when/where the Final RPPR will be made available to initiate and submit – the final report link will appear on the Closeout Status screen.

The PI and SO will receive three notifications from NIH eRA Commons when a Final RPPR is due:

· 1st notice 10 days after the Period of Performance End Date (PPED)

· 2nd notice 120 days after the PPED (on due date)

· 3rd notice 150 days after the PPED (30 days after due date)

Updated VA-ORD Instruction Guides (Part I and Part 2) for annual RPPRs and Final RPPRs will be posted soon on the ORD website at https://www.research.va.gov/resources/RPPR.cfm. 

Please direct any questions about the Final RPPR to the VHA CO RDO ERA Mailbox.

· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH
      Naomi Tomoyasu, Ph.D.

· Office of Veteran Access:  HSR&D had a successful meeting on Aug 30 led by PepREC with Office of Veteran Access  (OVAC) leadership and researchers.  Meeting whittled down 10 priority questions from OVAC to 3-4 that could be answerable.  What partner needs most from research is:

· Easy point of contact for expert advice, synthesis, connection to research experts. 

· Assistance in rapid pilots and evaluation of possible solutions.

· Investments in answering the enduring, long-term questions related to access and quality.  

Next step is to circulate summary of meeting to field – we may request additional 2019 funding for a solicitation for an SDR to support different core activities. Would expect co-funding of certain activities by program office.   

· Connected Care -  HSR&D met with leadership of Connected care to discuss research priorities.  They have similar challenges/needs to Access Office, and are required to produce an assessment under MISSION act of the impact of telehealth on access and quality. They have fair amount of data on utilization and satisfaction but not health outcomes or access. Need help designing/supporting longer term study to address. Big picture questions include what is best way to use portfolio of care methods (telephone/text/video connect/in person care to meet patient needs efficiently and effectively. 

· 2018 COIN Directors Meeting:  The COIN Directors Meeting will be held at Academy Health in Washington, DC on November 8th -9th, 2018. Drs. Ho, Hastings and Fine are members of the COIN Planning group and we are starting to schedule our weekly planning calls. We plan to finish a draft agenda by mid-October and will be finalizing the final details over the remaining weeks. We hope to make this a working meeting so we can solicit feedback and share our strategic thinking for the COINS moving forward. We will also hope to cover future evaluation and reporting goals and share HSRD’s thinking on them for feedback.
·  Congratulations to our New VA HSR&D Researchers in Residence!
· Erica Abel, PhD (West Haven), will work with the VHA Integrated Care Coordination Initiative/Office of Nursing Services (ONS) on analyzing nursing and social work case management activity, workload, care coordination, and access to case management services.
· Megan Adams, MD, MSc (Ann Arbor), will work with Clinical Integration/VA Office of Community Care (OCC) on an evaluation of community care utilization.
· Paul Dennis, PhD, will work with Tobacco & Health: Policy and Programs/Office of Mental Health and Suicide Prevention (OMHSP) on an evaluation of the pilot implementation of provider referral to the Quit-line with proactive contact by Quit-line counselors. 

· Peter Britton, PhD (Canandaigua), will work with the Veterans Crisis Line (VCL) on an analysis of the Crisis Line and associated outcomes.

· Ralph Ward, PhD (Charleston) will work with the VISN 7 Pain Management program on an evaluation of the impact of the Empower Veterans Program (EVP) and Atlanta VAMC Substance Abuse Treatment Program (SATP) in the treatment and prevention of opioid use disorder.

· SMRB Update--Summer 2018 Cycle
· HSR&D’s Scientific Merit Review Board and Career Development review meeting was held between August 21 to August 24, 2018.

· Review meeting scores were released on Wednesday August 29, 2018

· Review summary statements and funding results of Summer 2018 SMRB will be released no later than mid-October 2018.

For questions regarding the review process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox at rd-era@va.gov.
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