[image: image1.png]° Researvcﬂflgﬁme’;gl‘;';mem

Improvieg Veteran' Unes o wimesearch vagov




Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, October 15, 2018
1. Welcome – Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD

2. Service Updates

· BLR&D





Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D.

CSR&D





Theresa Gleason, Ph.D.

Applications Received by Service and Funding Award Type:
	
	BLR&D
	CSR&D

	Merit (I01)
	302
	124

	Career Development (IK2)
	18
	25

	RCS (IK6)
	13
	

	Pilot Projects (I21)
	4
	2

	Total
	337
	151


We are in the process of returning applications. Official notifications will be sent this week.

Returned Applications:

	
	Total
	BLR&D
	CSR&D

	Over budget
	1
	1
	0

	URL
	3
	2
	1

	Eligibility
	3
	2
	1

	LOI
	3
	1
	2

	
	10
	6
	4


>2% of BLR&D applications

>3% of CSR&D applications

NOTE: The number of applications submitted without a Summary Budget Worksheet is increasing. Applications submitted in the future without a Summary Budget Worksheet will be returned without review.

LOIs are due:

November 1
· LOIs for BLR&D and CSR&D Career Development Awards

· BLR&D Drug and Therapeutic Development and Collaborative Merit Awards

· CSR&D Epidemiology projects

· CSR&D Clinical Trial Awards 

December 1

· Requests for BLR&D Eligibility and/or Acceptance into the Non-Clinician Intramural Research Program

· For both BLR&D and CSR&D - Off-Site Waiver Requests and Requests to exceed budget caps for Merit Review Awards
Biomedical Laboratory R&D:

Request for Funding for Field Based Meetings to Foster Collaborative Multi-Site Studies

BLR&D funds may be available for field based meetings. 

Information on submission of applications can be found on the BLR&D webpage. https://www.research.va.gov/services/blrd/meetings.cfm
The due date for applications is November 1, 2018. 

ORD Program guide 1200.16:  Offsite Research

Amanda Hunt, Ph.D.

ORD handbook on off-site research 1200.16 has expired and been rescinded.  It has been replaced with ORD Program guide 1200.16: Offsite Research.  We hope you will find it has more detail and clarity. I’d like to call your attention to two new sections in this program guide: Section 6, which details differences between the services; and Section 5:  work in an offsite BSL-3 laboratory. In the past, ORD has not allowed offsite work in a biosafety level 3 lab. We will now allow BSL-3 work offsite provided that a memorandum of understanding between the VA and the affiliate, specific to the BSL- space, has been approved by ORD and signed by all relevant VA and affiliate officials. For your convenience, we have posted a template MOU on our website (https://www.research.va.gov/resources/policies/off-site.cfm) that you may use for this purpose.  Questions may be directed to Amanda Hunt at offsite.waiver@va.gov. 
· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
2019 Paul B. Magnuson Award:

The Paul B. Magnuson Award is presented annually to a VA RR&D investigator who exemplifies the entrepreneurship, humanitarianism, and dedication to veterans displayed by Dr. Magnuson during his career. The award was established in 1998 in recognition of the importance of rehabilitation research within the VA Health Care System. 

The submission deadline for nominations has been extended to December 3. Please refer to VHA Handbook 1203.06 and the instructions for compiling and submitting a nomination packet available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/award/magnuson.html. Nominations should be submitted to rrdreviews@va.gov.

Review Related 

Summer 2018 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist:
All PIs received notification via an eRA system-generated email on October 1 regarding the review outcome of their application. Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements were emailed to the ACOS and AO that same week.  

Fall 2018 SPiRE:

Review is underway. Scores and summary statements will be released by November 13 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-December.

Winter 2019 Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist Submissions: 

Changes to Budget Cap for Merit Awards (I01) 

RR&D has increased the budget cap from $1.1M to $1.2M, with an annual maximum of $300,000 per project year. The annual maximum of $300,000 may be increased to $375,000 in a single project year, as long as the overall budget cap (based on years requested) is maintained.

The new budget cap applies to new/revised applications only. The increase is not retroactive to funded projects.
Special Emphasis Areas

Studies that include aims addressing:

· Prosthetic needs of Women Veterans.

· Exoskeleton research, including externally powered motorized orthoses for stroke, traumatic brain injury, or other non-SCI/D Veteran populations.

· Non-pharmacological activity-based interventions for chronic pain impacting outcomes that may include pain reduction, medication use, ADL, and QoL.

· Substance use disorder, particularly opiates, on long-term outcomes from traumatic brain injury.

  

To ensure their proposed area of research is of interest to RR&D, investigators are strongly encouraged to consult the RR&D program purview and portfolio descriptions on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/meritreview.html and contact the listed the RR&D Scientific Program Manager relevant to their area of study.

Letter of Intent:

The LOI submission deadline is November 1 for the December application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions, for all award types (i.e. Merit, Career Development, and Research Career Scientist (RCS)). LOI instructions for Merit and RCS are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/guide.html. Career Development LOI instructions are available on the ORD website at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/CDA_LOI_Instructions.pdf. Resubmissions only need to include the cover page. In relation to resubmissions, in general, we would expect the submission timeframe to be three application submissions within six review cycles for mechanisms that allow three submissions.

LOIs must be emailed to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line: [insert PI last name] LOI for Winter 2019 Review. 

Applications will not be accepted without an LOI for the current review cycle. An email communication with a list of LOIs received will be sent to the ACOS/R&D and AO by November 9. That communication serves in lieu of a letter. If any issue(s) arise with the LOI, a Scientific Program Manager (SPM) will contact the station to attempt to resolve the issue(s). If the issue(s) cannot be resolved, then the LOI will be disapproved and an email to that effect will be sent. Contact to the station will be made no later than November 21.

Waivers:

Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than November 1 for the December application submission. Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Winter 2019 Review. 

Application:

Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by December 17, making the last possible submission date December 12 [changed/corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date]. We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.  

Center and Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP) Submissions:
RR&D has released Funding Opportunity Announcements/Request for Applications (FOA/RFAs) for new Center and REAP applications encompassing Veteran-centric rehabilitation research in program areas not represented in currently funded RR&D Centers and REAPs. The FOA/RFAs may be found at: http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm. More information about RR&D may be found at: https://www.rehab.research.va.gov/.

· Letter of Intent due by January 25
· List of Key Personnel due by June 14
· Application submission deadline is August 15 with verification in eRA by August 20

Final Research Performance Progress Report (Final RPPR):

VA-ORD is expanding its use of the NIH eRA Commons to include Final RPPRs (this will replace current Service-specific final report submissions outside of eRA Commons) beginning with projects that have an end date of September 30, 2018. A Final RPPR is due 120 days after the project end date and will be submitted similar to the annual RPPR. 

Differences between the annual RPPR and Final RPPR are few – for the Final RPPR, only Section D.1 is required in the Participants section; Section F. Changes is not available; and Section I. Outcomes is now required. In addition, there is a difference for when and where they are made available to initiate and submit – the final report link will appear in the Closeout Status screen.

The PI and SO will receive three Closeout notifications from NIH eRA Commons when a Final RPPR is due:

· 1st notice 10 days after the Period of Performance End Date (PPED)

· 2nd notice 120 days after the PPED (on due date)

· 3rd notice 150 days after the PPED (30 days after due date)

Updated VA-ORD Instruction Guides (Part I and Part 2) for annual RPPRs and Final RPPRs will be posted soon on the ORD website at https://www.research.va.gov/resources/RPPR.cfm. It is important to follow the VA-ORD guidance in Part 2 when completing the content of your report as not all NIH questions in the report template are relevant to VA-ORD.  Within each section, VA-ORD may direct awardees to complete only specific questions or provide other content specific to VA-ORD award reporting requirements.

Please direct any questions about the Final RPPR to the VHA CO RDO ERA Mailbox.



· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH
      Naomi Tomoyasu, Ph.D.
HSR&D Update:

· A new Innovation Initiative was released by HSRD.  A Cyberseminar orientation to the initiative was conducted on October 11. An archived version of this Cyberseminar is available on the HSRD Website under Cyberseminars:

· https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/for_researchers/cyber_seminars/archives/video_archive.cfm?SessionID=3535&Seriesid=60
· A new Suicide RFA was released focusing on studies examining suicide risk and interventions to reduce risk for Veterans during the first year of transition from active duty to Veteran status.  

· A new solicitation with award planning funds to support research proposals examining aspects of the MISSION Act and its impact on care.  

· A list of the new solicitations is available here https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/funding/RFA-list.cfm
although full details require going to ORD intranet http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm
· Researchers and Evaluators in Residence (REiR) Program:  Under the VA National & VISN Researchers & Evaluators in Residence Program, HSR&D will fund VA researchers and evaluators to spend time in clinical program or VISN offices to help with analysis and to help bring research knowledge to policy and program planning. 
· The following position in VISN 8 was approved by HSR&D and applications are due on October 22, 2018. We encourage all interested investigators to apply! For more details: VA National & VISN Researchers & Evaluators in Residence Program Opportunities
· VISN 8 – VA Sunshine Healthcare Network: Integration of PACT, PCMHI principles, and Whole Health: Analysis of the VISN 8 Integrated Care Model and Associated Outcomes
QUERI Program Updates – Dr. Amy Kilbourne and Melissa Braganza

· QUERI Summer 2018 Review Meeting
· 11 QUERI applications were reviewed during the HSRD/QUERI August SMRB. Scores were released on August 28th. Summary statements were released on September 18th and funding notifications were sent out from eRA on September 26th. 
· 2 QUERI projects from the have been approved for funding. Congratulations to: 
· Dr. Sara Landes (Little Rock): VISN PII start-up; ‘Implementing Caring Contacts for Suicide Prevention in Non-Mental Health Settings’

· Dr. Mark Reger (Seattle): Partnered Evaluation; ‘Randomized Evaluation of a Caring Letters Suicide Prevention Campaign for Service Members Transitioning to Civilian Life’

· QUERI Global Merit Review Award RFA: Please check the HSRD RFA website for the new QUERI Global RFA for the Winter 2019 cycle. This RFA is a consolidation of previous QUERI RFAs (Parent Partnered Evaluation Initiative, VISN PII Start-up Award, Implementation Strategy Learning Network Hub Sites Award), and the addition of two Service Directed QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiatives and QUERI VISN PII Full Award.

· The QUERI Intent-to-Submit (ITS) will open on October 15, 2018 and close by 8:00 pm ET on November 1, 2018 using the QUERI form on the ART Website (http://art.puget-sound.med.va.gov/). [NOTE: the ART Website is a VA Intranet Website and is only accessible via the VA network.] 

· QUERI and HSR&D RFA Informational Session for Winter 2019 Review Cycle on October 18th
· All HSR&D/QUERI investigators and COIN/research leadership are invited to join this Cyberseminar on October 18, 2018 from 11am-12:30pm ET. The Cyberseminar will provide an overview of the QUERI Request for Applications (RFAs) and the HSR&D Randomized Program Evaluation (RPE) and the Investigator Initiated Merit Review Award (Parent) RFAs for the Winter 2019 review cycle. The first half of the cyberseminar will cover the QUERI RFA, and the second half will be focused on the HSR&D RPE, MISSION Act, and Parent RFAs. There will be an opportunity to answer questions, and the live session will be recorded and archived for on-demand access after the seminar. Register for the meeting here: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4025018893052209922. 

· HSR&D Finalists Achieve VA Shark Tank Gold Status! As part of VHA’s Diffusion of Excellence Initiative, the VHA Shark Tank Competition identifies field-developed promising practices and facilitates the standardization of those practices across the VA healthcare system. Submitted practices undergo evaluation by VA subject matter experts and compete for the opportunity to be one of 20 finalists who pitch their practices at the virtual competition to medical center and network directors. 
· All four HSR&D finalists in this year’s VA Shark Tank Competition—Drs. Matt Crowley, Susan N. Hastings, Judith Long, and Miriam Morey—have now achieved Gold Status, which means that they received bids from VA facilities during the Shark Tank competition held on August 30, 2018. Congratulations!
· All Gold Status practices also will receive implementation consultation from QUERI (Quality Enhancement Research Initiative) implementation experts at this Fall’s Diffusion of Excellence Base Camp. Read about the Gold Status projects here.
CIDER Program Updates - Karen Bossi:
IN Progress:  Improving Opioid Safety
In Progress is a quarterly publication that highlights ongoing HSR&D research on various topics.

Veterans' Perspectives:  Improving Access to Evidence-Based Non-Pharmacologic Pain Care in VA – a QUERI Publication

HSR&D Finalists Achieve VA Shark Tank Gold Status!
· Nicki Hastings, MD, Durham

· Judith Long, MD, Philadelphia

· Miriam Morey, PhD, Durham

· Matt Crowley, MD, Durham

Evidence Synthesis Program
ESP Evidence Brief:  Suicide Prevention in Veterans
ESP Evidence Inventory:  Telehealth Monitoring of Diabetic Foot Ulcer Management (VA Intranet only)

Check out upcoming and archived Cyberseminars at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm
Recent Journal Publications:
Carico R, Zhao X, Thorpe C, et al., and Gellad W. Receipt of Overlapping Opioid and Benzodiazepine Prescriptions among Veterans Dually Enrolled in Medicare Part D and the Department of Veterans Affairs. Annals of Internal Medicine. October 9, 2018;epub ahead of print.

Federman D, Zeliadt S, Thomas E, Carbone G, and Taylor S. Battlefield Acupuncture in the Veterans Health Administration: Effectiveness in Individual and Group Settings for Pain and Pain Comorbidities. Medical Acupuncture. September 5, 2018; Epub ahead of print.

Rodriguez F, Knowles J, Maron D, Virani S, and Heidenreich P. Frequency of Statin Use in Patients with Low-Density Lipoprotein Cholesterol > 190 mg/dl Severe Hypercholesterolemia: Findings from the Veteran’s Affairs Health System. American Journal of Cardiology.  September 1, 2018;122(5):756-61.

Pain Medicine. September 2018;19(Suppl 1).
Moye J, Harris G, Kube E, Hicken B, Adjognon O, Shay K, and Sullivan J. Mental Health Integration in Geriatric Patient Aligned Care Teams in the Department of Veterans Affairs. American Journal of Geriatric Psychiatry. September 13, 2018; epub ahead of print.[image: image2.bmp]
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