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VANTS 1-800-767-1750, Access code 17323

1. Welcome 





Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD
2. Updates on Human Subject Protection
Karen Jeans, Ph.D.
1. Update on Single IRB Initiative
ORD continues to work on policy issues related to supporting to use of a single IRB.  More information will be conveyed as it is made available. Ms. Sarah Rule has now joined ORPP&E as the Senior Regulatory Affairs Officer; she will be the primary ORD program expert for how the single IRB initiative is implemented by VA.

2. Upcoming conferences
PRIM&R 2019 Social, Behavioral, and Educational Research (SBER) and Advancing Ethical Research (AER) Conference:  ORD and ORO will be holding “A Dialogue With the VA” breakout session on Tuesday, November 19 from 11:45 AM to 12:45 PM EST at the PRIM&R 2019 SBER/AER Conference in Boston, MA.  The session will be included in the Virtual Meeting offered by PRIM&R for those unable to attend in person.  Information about the sessions offered for the SBER/AER Virtual Meeting is located at the provided Virtual Meeting weblink. ORO and ORO representatives will also be holding office hours at the following times during the SBER/AER Conference:

November 18 from 12:15-12:45 PM 

November 19 from 5:00-6:00 PM 

 
3. Year end budget update


Allen S. Dunlow

As we start the new year, you are reminded that you are not to use the 0161A1 accounts for your reimbursable actions.  Research will only use the two “R1” accounts and the X2 account for reimbursable actions.  If you have collected something in the A1 account, you need to take immediate steps to reverse and correct the collection.  Mr. Dunlow noted that we are currently under a CR until 21 November 2019.  52 days of funding will go out as soon as FMS is up for the year and accounts are loaded.  Even though we are under a CR, Mr. Dunlow encourage the field to be aggressive in their spending; do not slow spending because of the CR.

4. Service Updates

· CSR&D Updates


Terri Gleason, Ph.D.
· BLR&D Updates


Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D., MBA
The John B. Barnwell Award (Barnwell Award) is the Clinical Science Research and Development (CSR&D) Service’s highest honor for outstanding achievement in clinical research. Applications are due COB February 3, 2020.
The Barnwell Award is given for outstanding scientific achievements in clinical research that advance the diagnosis, prevention and/or treatment of diseases and disorders in the Veteran population.  
Nominations may come for the VA medical center or CSR&D can invite researchers to submit an application. All applicants must apply through their local R&D Office. To be eligible for the Barnwell Award, nominees must meet specific qualifications please review the program guide and instructions posted on the website for further details or contact Dr. Mark Roltsch if you have questions: mark.roltsch@va.gov  
The information is found on the ORD website https://www.research.va.gov/services/csrd/research-awards.cfm?_ga=2.56572011.1990953416.1542631466-377307463.1536175624#barnwell  
Where to Find CSRD Staff at Upcoming Meetings:
· SFN (Society for Neuroscience); October 19-23 in Chicago BOOTH #2130
· PTSD (Combat PTSD Conference); October 23-24 in San Antonio
· PCF (Prostate Cancer Foundation); October 24-26 in Carlsbad


BL and CS R&D Fall Review Notes:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BLRD applications received
	
	339
	
	CSRD applications received
	135
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Career Development
	19
	
	Career Development
	27
	

	
	Merit
	296
	
	Merit
	106
	

	
	Research Career Scientist
	24
	
	Research Career Scientist
	2
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


24 applications have been returned without review. This is disturbing to us. It is the largest number of returned applications that we have had in years.
	Budget
	6

	Purview/budget
	4

	URL
	4

	No LOI
	4

	late
	1

	HS
	1

	eligibility
	3

	too early renewal
	1


One issue we see a struggle with is submitting an application to the right Service—BL or CS and to the right RFA. As your PIs are putting together their application, please have them contact the appropriate Scientific Program Manager. The Scientific Program Manager will be able to talk them through any nuances of the RFA or Service Purview.

Notes for Fall 2019 Review:

· BLRD and CSRD Fall 2019 review panel preparations are underway. I wanted to remind everyone that while applicants and stations are understandably anxious for the results of the meetings, and specifically their applications, please allow us in the Office of Research and Development the time to prepare, review, and process the results from the 29 review meetings. Once the funding decisions are made, Portfolio Managers may be contacted.  No contact with the Portfolio Managers should occur prior to the January 17, 2020 Margin meeting.  Other questions in the meantime should be directed to for review: vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov and all other items: vhablrd-csrd@va.gov
· We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.


Notes for Program Review, Spring 2020:

November 1 deadline

· Letters of intent for responding to RFAs for Career Development (IK1, IK2, and IK4), Clinical Trials, Validation Studies, Lead Isolation and Optimization and Pre-IND studies of Drugs and Biologics  

· Budget cap waivers

December 1 deadline

· Requests to exceed the budget cap 

Other Notes

· Submission deadline for the VA-NIA Mentored Physician Scientist Award is November 6. The last day to submit and have the full 2-day application window is November 1.

· Nominations for the 2020 Middleton Award are due in ORD – February 3, 2020. The nomination instruction can be found on the website for the Middleton award and a link will be included in the field conference notes 
The Middleton award, BLR&D’s highest honor for outstanding scientific achievement. We are looking for VA scientists whose research program has had a substantial real-world impact on the healthcare of Veterans. The nominee should stand head and shoulders above his/her peers in terms their impact on a research field of prime important to VA’s research mission. 

https://www.research.va.gov/services/blrd/research-awards.cfm
· We are currently working on a Translational Center Funding Opportunity Announcement. The goal of the center is to create an educational entity regarding movement of discovery science down the translational pathway. We would like the center to organize a webinar series where VA investigators with translational experience can share that information with other VA investigators, as well as educational activities that inform VA investigators on translational issues such as FDA regulation, Technology Transfer Program, and other educational topics addressing requirements for IND filling (toxicity, carcinogenicity, DMPK studies etc.). In addition to webinar series, the center will play a major role in creating a list of VA investigators with expertise in different translational areas, who are interested in serving as a mentor for other VA investigators. The center will connect the investigators with mentors and monitor their progress.

· We are in the process of organizing a working group on non-clinician eligibility. The selection of membership, charge, scope, and process are being developed.



· RR&D Updates


Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
New Special Emphasis Area: Suicide Prevention

Suicide prevention interventions that improve functional outcomes of Veterans by investigating 1.) Interventions such as, but not limited to, vocational rehabilitation and recreational interventions, that focus on participation in life roles, or 2.)  Treatments such as, but not limited to, Cognitive Behavioral Therapy and Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation, that influence participation in life roles. Interventions that use community partners such as Veteran Service Organizations and/or involve Veterans not currently receiving VA healthcare are encouraged.
POC: Cendrine Robinson, PhD, MPH (cendrine.robinson@va.gov), 

RR&D Scientific Program Manager for Behavioral Health & Social Reintegration

Please read the Parent RFAs for RR&D Special Emphasis Area information. 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW TIMELINES (refer to applicable FOA/RFA for details):

Please continue to contact RR&D for guidance and to ask questions. 

Center and Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP):
· Application deadline - August 15, 2019

· Scientific Review - October 29-30, 2019 

· Administrative Review/Site Visits - November 2019 thru June 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – Subsequent to site visit

Fall 2019 – SPiRE:

· Application deadline – September 11, 2019

· Scientific Review – October 23, 2019

· Scores and Summary Statements released - November 13, 2019

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – early December 2019

Winter 2020 - Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist:

· New RFAs published – October 1, 2019

· LOI and Waiver Request deadline – November 1, 2019

· Last possible application submission deadline – December 11, 2019

· Scientific Review – February 25-28, 2020

· Scores released – March 3, 2020

· Summary Statements released – March 23, 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – by mid-April, 2020


Notes regarding eRA:

Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) to replace the D-U-N-S® number in December 2020. Go to gsa.gov/entityid for details. 
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