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Field Conference Call – Meeting Notes

Monday, November 18, 2019
at 1:30 pm ET - Conference room 600

VANTS 1-800-767-1750, Access code 17323

1. Welcome 




Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD
2. Year end budget update


Allen S. Dunlow
Mr. Dunlow reviewed several specific fiscal issues.  The research funding is currently operating under a Continuing Resolution (CR).  The first CR is for 52 days and runs through 21 November 2019.  The 2nd CR is expected to be passed shortly and run through 20 December 2019.  Distribution of funds associated with the ITA have been distributed with 52 days of funding.  Pending the second CR, another 29 days of funding will be released.  Stations must keep their fiscal status positive in order to distribute dollars; a negative balance will preclude additional distribution of funding.  Stations were reminded that only the R1 and X2 accounts will be used for reimbursable collections.  The A1 account will not be used.  Anyone that has collected a reimbursable into an A1 account must reverse that action.  Mr. Dunlow alerted the field that they will soon receive a tasker requiring them to document their plan to execute FY1920 (prior year) funds that they carried over from FY19 into FY20.  Mr. Dunlow thanked the field for the great job they did in completing the annual RDIS submissions.
3. Service Updates

· CSR&D Updates


Terri Gleason, Ph.D.
· BLR&D Updates


Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D., MBA
BL/CS Merit Review:

BL/CS Merit Review meetings began on November 12th and will continue through December 6th. Applicants and research offices are reminded that they should not be contacting Program Managers to discuss their submitted applications until after funding decisions have been made.

· We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.

The 2020 Middleton Award:

Nominations for the 2020 Middleton Award are due in ORD – February 3, 2020. 

The nomination instruction can be found on the website for the Middleton award and a link will be included in the field conference notes 

The Middleton award, BLR&D’s highest honor for outstanding scientific achievement. We are looking for VA scientists whose research program has had a substantial real-world impact on the healthcare of Veterans. The nominee should stand head and shoulders above his/her peers in terms their impact on a research field of prime important to VA’s research mission. 

https://www.research.va.gov/services/blrd/research-awards.cfm
For the specific Services

Biomedical Laboratory Research and Development

Field-based meetings:

Request for funding for field based meetings to foster collaborative multi-site studies in priority areas for Veterans. Information may be found: https://www.research.va.gov/services/blrd/meetings.cfm
Proposals must be submitted to the mailbox vhablrd-csrd@va.gov with the subject line “BLRD Meeting proposal” by December 31, 2019.  

· The proposed meeting should be at least 50% VA investigators with non-VA investigators included with specific relevant expertise.

· No more than 30% of the proposed attendees may come from one station.

· The planned meeting must address an area of high importance for the health of Veterans including but not limited to: Preclinical models of posttraumatic stress disorder, substance abuse, non-opioid pain treatment, suicidality, traumatic brain injury, respiratory diseases in veterans of OEF and OIF, women Veteran health issues, intergenerational effects of toxic exposures, colorectal cancer, neurodegenerative (Alzheimer’s Disease, Parkinson’s Disease, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, etc.) and inflammatory brain disease (Multiple Sclerosis, etc.) and neuropsychiatric side effects of military exposures.

· Planning meetings that address new approaches such as the use of artificial intelligence, precision medicine, genomic medicine, organoids, tissue-on-a-chip, and regenerative medicine or utilize existing VA biorepositories will be given priority.   

· Meetings including investigators with VA biorepositories and directed at developing plans to work with samples from the biorepositories are encouraged.



Other Notes

· We are currently working on a Translational Center Funding Opportunity Announcement. The goal of the center is to create an educational entity regarding movement of discovery science down the translational pathway. We would like the center to organize a webinar series where VA investigators with translational experience can share that information with other VA investigators, as well as educational activities that inform VA investigators on translational issues such as FDA regulation, Technology Transfer Program, and other educational topics addressing requirements for IND filling (toxicity, carcinogenicity, DMPK studies etc.). In addition to webinar series, the center will play a major role in creating a list of VA investigators with expertise in different translational areas, who are interested in serving as a mentor for other VA investigators. The center will connect the investigators with mentors and monitor their progress.

· We are in the process of organizing a working group on non-clinician eligibility. The selection of membership, charge, scope, and process are being developed.
Clinical Science Research and Development Service:

· Nominations for the 2020 Barnwell Award are due in ORD – February 3, 2020. 

The nomination instruction can be found on the website for the Middleton award and a link will be included in the field conference notes 

The Barnwell Award is given for outstanding scientific achievements in clinical research that advance the diagnosis, prevention and/or treatment of diseases and disorders in the Veteran population.  Although the award may occasionally recognize a single exceptionally-influential contribution, it is generally expected that recipients will have 

made notable sustained contributions that lead to treatment advances related to diseases and conditions that are relevant to Veterans’ health care. 

https://www.research.va.gov/services/shared_docs/resources.cfm#10
· CSRD did receive a very high number of Letters of Intent that we are reviewing for Spring 2020 round submission.  A rather frequently occurring issue we are seeing for the clinical trials LOIS is that is appears that many are proposing work that we actually already have funded.  We typically do not want to use our resources to invest in more than one clinical trial on a specific intervention in a specific subpopulation at the same time, but rather consider findings of finished work before deciding on making further investment.  Our recommendation is that our scientists should be talking with their scientific portfolio manager in advance about whether their idea makes sense, fills an important gap in the portfolio, AND check in on clinicaltrials.gov prior to sending in any clinical trial idea.

· We want to thank the station of Minneapolis for lending us a detailee, Ryan Schumacher, for a few months to fill behind staff who went into National Guard Duty.  Ryan has been productive especially with reminding us of field perspectives while he has been here.  And with his leaving us right around Thanksgiving, we need to re-post the detail since our staff will continue NG duty.  So if anyone is interested, please encourage them to reach out to us and also look for the detail opportunity announcement.  

· RR&D Updates


Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Welcome Dr. A.M. Barrett to CVNR
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The RR&D Center for Visual and Neurocognitive Rehabilitation (CVNR in Atlanta) announces the appointment of Dr. A.M. Barrett as Executive Director. The CVNR is a premiere and unique VA RR&D resource to study neural plasticity, neurological recovery and remediation through integrated visual and neurocognitive science.  Dr Barrett is a Cognitive Neurologist and Neurorehabilitationist whose research in Stroke Rehabilitation emphasizes translating neuroscience into clinical practice.  We look forward to new, vital dimensionality in translation of vision and brain science under her dynamic leadership.  

Congratulations to Drs. Dan Norvell and Joseph Czerniecki at ISPO
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The Lower Extremity Amputation Decision Enhancement Research (LEADER) group of the RR&D Center for Limb Loss and MoBility (in Seattle) is focused on translating research to clinical care with the primary goal of enhancing amputation level shared decision making between the physician and patient. VA investigators Drs. Dan Norvell and Joseph Czerniecki (co-Director of CLiMB) recently received an award for the best Free Paper for Enhancement of Clinical Treatment of individuals with lower limb amputation at the 17th World Congress of the International Society for Prosthetics and Orthotics (ISPO) in Kobe, Japan Oct. 2019. 

Drs. Norvell and Czerniecki’s award was among four category winners from a total of 348 papers. Their paper, Risks and Risk Factors for Reamputation after Dysvascular Amputation, was research funded by RR&D. The 2019 ISPO World Congress is a global platform to disseminate research and demonstrates the high quality research being performed in VA, having over 4,400 participants from 97 countries.  

Congratulations to Dr. Alexander at GSA 
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Neil Alexander, MD, MS, is the recipient of the Gerontological Society of America’s 2019 Excellence in Rehabilitation of Aging Persons Award. This award acknowledges outstanding contributions in the field of rehabilitation of aging persons. It was awarded at the Nov 2019 GSA annual scientific meeting. 
Dr. Alexander’s research has been funded by RR&D and CSR&D. He is GRECC Director at the VA Ann Arbor Healthcare System, as well as Ivan Duff MD Collegiate Professor of Geriatric and Palliative Medicine, Professor Internal Medicine and Research Professor, Institute of Gerontology at University of Michigan.

Link to GSA official press-release: https://www.geron.org/press-room/press-releases/2019-press-releases/1024-the-gerontological-society-of-america-congratulates-2019-awardees
RR&D Portfolio Descriptions

RR&D is in the process of revising the overall RR&D service purview and individual research portfolio descriptions. No changes are being made to the programs, the intent is to help clarify decisions made about LOIs and panel placement.  Descriptions will be updated on the RR&D website prior to the January 2020 review cycle. 

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Please remember to read the Special Emphasis Areas described in Parent RFAs

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW TIMELINES (refer to applicable FOA/RFA for details):

Please continue to contact RR&D for guidance and to ask questions. 

Center and Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP):
· Application deadline - August 15, 2019

· Scientific Review - October 29-30, 2019 

· Administrative Review/Site Visits - November 2019 thru June 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – Subsequent to site visit

Fall 2019 – SPiRE:

· Application deadline – September 11, 2019

· Scientific Review – October 23, 2019

· Scores and Summary Statements released - November 13, 2019

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – early December 2019

Winter 2020 - Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist:

· New RFAs published – October 1, 2019

· LOI and Waiver Request deadline – November 1, 2019

· Last possible application submission deadline – December 11, 2019

· Scientific Review – February 25-28, 2020

· Scores released – March 3, 2020

· Summary Statements released – March 23, 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – by mid-April, 2020

Notes regarding eRA:
Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) to replace the D-U-N-S® number in December 2020. Go to gsa.gov/entityid for details. 

Please note that although the SF424 Application Guide (R&R), FORMS E package forms have an expiration date of October 31, 2019, VA-ORD has confirmed with NIH that we may continue to use these forms and they will be accepted until a FORMS F package has been approved/implemented by OMB. The launch of the new FORMS F package is expected sometime in Spring 2020.

· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH

SMRB Updates:
Grants.gov is “open” for submission to the HSR&D awards. The “Down to the Wire Submission Deadline” is December 10, 2019 and the “Last Possible Submission Date” is December 12, 2019. With two exceptions listed below, the ITS deadline has already passed for all the RFAs under HSRD (listed below).  All of the RFAs are accessible on the ORD website:  http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/rfa.cfm.  

· HSRD is soliciting applications for the Research Coordinating Hub Promoting Research Optimizing Veteran-centric EHR Networks (PROVEN).  This Hub will coordinate research on the Cerner transition at IOC and subsequent sites implementing the new HER.  Applications require an ITS by November 20, 2019. The ITS must be emailed to VHACOHSRDHSR3@VA.GOV.  Full proposals are due December 20. 

· The revised Research on Gulf War Veteran’s Illnesses RFA “first day to submit to Grants.gov” is February 1, 2020 with waivers for offsite research, exceeding the budget cap or IPAs due by December 1, 2019. “Down to the Wire Submission deadline” is March 6, 2020 and the “Last Possible Submission Date” is March 10, 2020.   

Other open RFAs (ITS past due): 

	VA HSR&D Historically Black College and University Research Scientist Training Program Award (IK2) (Released April 15, 2019)
	HX-19-010

	QUERI Program Merit Review Award - (Updated July 31, 2019) See also QUERI Supplemental Document 
	HX-19-020

	HSR&D Merit Review Award (Parent I01) (Updated) 
	HX-20-001

	HSR&D Merit Review Award Pilot Project Program (I21) (Updated) 
	HX-20-002

	HSR&D Nursing Research Initiative (Updated) 
	HX-20-003

	HSR&D Research on Veteran Suicide Prevention (Updated) 
	HX-20-005

	HSR&D Parent Learning Healthcare Initiative Randomized Program Evaluation 
	HX-20-006

	QUERI Global Merit Review Award (Released October 1, 2019) 
	HX-20-007

	HSR&D Career Development Award (CDA-2) (Updated) 
	HX-20-009

	HSR&D Innovation Initiative Program (Planning/Start Up Funds) 
	HX-20-021

	HSR&D Implementation Research Project, See also RFA Addendum 
	HX-20-022


	Targeted Solicitation for Service-Directed Research Award on Health Services Research on the Care of Gulf 
	HX-20-014

	Research Coordinating Hub Promoting Research Optimizing Veteran-centric EHR Networks (PROVEN) 
	NA


QUERI Program Updates:

QUERI Global Merit Review Request for Applications (RFA) 
· The QUERI Global Merit Review RFA was released on October 1.

· The QUERI Global RFA Informational Session cyberseminar was held on October 23.

· The recording can be accessed here.

· Password: hsrco-102319

· The Intent-to-Submit (ITS) closed on November 1.

· 9 ITSs were received

· The last possible submission deadline is December 12.

· The scientific merit review for QUERI Global applications will be held on March 5.

QUERI Program Merit Review Request for Applications (RFA)
· The QUERI Program RFA was released on July 31.

· The QUERI Program RFA Informational Session cyberseminar was held on August 6.

· The recording can be accessed here.

· Password: hsrco-080619

· The Intent-to-Submit (ITS) closed on September 19.

· 23 ITSs were received

· The last possible submission deadline is December 12.

· The scientific merit review for QUERI Program applications will be held on March 3-4.
CIDER Updates:

Frailty Screening Tool. Congratulations to Daniel Hall, MD, MDiv, MHSc – a VA surgeon and core investigator with HSR&D’s Center for Health Equity Research & Promotion (CHERP) – whose promising practice was awarded Gold Status in the Diffusion of Excellence Shark Tank Competition! A former HSR&D Career Development Awardee, Dr. Hall’s research focuses on improving the decision-making and pre-operative care of frail patients scheduled for elective surgery. His clinical tool for screening frail elderly Veterans before surgery has been implemented in 5 sites. With the Gold Status, plans are emerging for the tool to be implemented at centers in VISN 4 and 4 other locations. See link to the award:  https://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/news/research_news/hall-111219.cfm. The related study appeared in JAMA and was also covered in VA Research Currents. See link: https://www.research.va.gov/currents/1119-Study-raises-new-warnings-about-frail-surgery-patients.cfm and was the most viewed article in that week’s JAMA Intern Med.
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