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Field Conference Call – Meeting Notes

Monday, December 16, 2019
at 1:30 pm ET - Conference room 600

VANTS 1-800-767-1750, Access code 17323

1. Welcome 




Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD
2. Updates - OEHRM



Wendy Tenhula, Ph.D.

1. ORD has been working for most of 2019 to prepare for impact of CERNER transition.
2. We have obtained funding from ORD and OEHRM to support those efforts. 

3. Our focus has been on elevating attention to research in decisions about access and data and preparing mitigation strategies.

4. Many details are not yet finalized but we expect to learn a lot once initial sites in Spokane and Puget Sound (VISN 20) go live in 2020.

5. We encourage all researchers in Initial VISNs to engage with workshops, meetings, and information sessions as they roll out at your centers.

6. We will instruct reviewers NOT to consider Cerner implementation in their review of proposals. ORD will consider it in administrative reviews and work with investigators to assist them in overcoming any barriers posed. 

7. Questions can be directed to Maria Souden at VIReC, or ResearchEHRM@va.gov.

3. Year end budget update


Allen S. Dunlow
Mr. Dunlow reiterated that we are operating under a CR currently approved through 20 December 2019.  Though there is much budget discussion on the Hill, he has heard nothing definitive as to whether there will be another CR or an annual appropriation.  He also reminded the field that it is important for them to keep their account balances positive to allow him to send additional funding.  If an account drops into the negative (in the Red), the financial system will reject attempts to send additional funding unless the additional funding covers the entire negative balance.  Often times the distribution will not cover the full negative balance.  
Mr. Dunlow reminded the field about the suspense for them to submitted their plan to execute prior year dollars.  Suspense is 31 December 2019.

4. Updates on Human Subject Protection
Karen Jeans, Ph.D.
Here is the summary from the December ORD field call for ORPP&E and the Updates to Human Subjects Protections:
 
The following updates were given by Dr. Karen Jeans and Dr. Molly Klote addressing updates in human subject protection issues from ORPP&E.
 
1. Cooperative research provisions:  The compliance date for the cooperative research provisions in 45 CFR 46.114(b) codified by VA as 38 CFR 16.114(b) is January 20, 2020.  ORD is working on publishing a list of exceptions for cooperative research studies in which a single IRB is not appropriate for the particular research context as permitted by this regulation.  This list has been developed in consultation with other program offices and reviewed by other Federal agencies.  ORD will publish this list as soon as it is available.  
 
2. Upcoming Trainings:  The next workshop in the R&D Committee training seminar series will be on December 18, 2019 from 1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. EST.  The session is called:  R&D Committee Convened Board vs. Designated Member Review.  Information about the training including registration information was previously sent to all of the ORD list servs.  The session will be recorded and placed on ORD’s website approximately 1 week following the training.
 
3. VAEDA:  The VA Electronic Determination Aid is progressing in its development as ORD works towards a target of October, 2020 for its release to the VA research community.  There are a number of programming revisions that are being made, and beta testing will proceed in the next few months.
 
4. VAIRRS:  ORD is working with IRB Net for the roll-out of the VA Innovation and Research Review System.  VA Facilities have been placed into different Tiers (1, 2, or 3) for initiation on the system.  VA Facilities placed into Tier 1 are targeted to be placed on the system in February, 2020.
5. Service Updates

· CSR&D Updates


Terri Gleason, Ph.D.
· BLR&D Updates


Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D., MBA
BL/CS Scientific Review meetings have completed. Our scientific program managers are working on summary statements and preparing for our funding decision meeting. Applicants and research offices are reminded that they should not be contacting Program Managers to discuss their submitted applications until after January 17 when the funding decision will have been made. 

· We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.
The 2020 Middleton Award:

Nominations for the 2020 Middleton Award are due in ORD – February 3, 2020. 

The nomination instruction can be found on the website for the Middleton award and a link will be included in the field conference notes 

The Middleton award, BLR&D’s highest honor for outstanding scientific achievement. We are looking for VA scientists whose research program has had a substantial real-world impact on the healthcare of Veterans. The nominee should stand head and shoulders above his/her peers in terms their impact on a research field of prime important to VA’s research mission. 

https://www.research.va.gov/services/blrd/research-awards.cfm
Biomedical Laboratory Research and Development

Field-based meetings:

Request for funding for field based meetings to foster collaborative multi-site studies in priority areas for Veterans.

Proposals must be submitted to the mailbox vhablrd-csrd@va.gov with the subject line “BLRD Meeting proposal” by December 31, 2019.  

· The proposed meeting should be at least 50% VA investigators with non-VA investigators included with specific relevant expertise.

· No more than 30% of the proposed attendees may come from one station.

· The planned meeting must address an area of high importance for the health of Veterans including but not limited to: Preclinical models of posttraumatic stress disorder, substance abuse, non-opioid pain treatment, suicidality, traumatic brain injury, respiratory diseases in veterans of OEF and OIF, women Veteran health issues, intergenerational effects of toxic exposures, colorectal cancer, neurodegenerative (Alzheimer’s Disease, Parkinson’s Disease, Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis, etc.) and inflammatory brain disease (Multiple Sclerosis, etc.) and neuropsychiatric side effects of military exposures.

· Planning meetings that address new approaches such as the use of artificial intelligence, precision medicine, genomic medicine, organoids, tissue-on-a-chip, and regenerative medicine or utilize existing VA biorepositories will be given priority.   

· Meetings including investigators with VA biorepositories and directed at developing plans to work with samples from the biorepositories are encouraged.

Biomedical Laboratory R&D Clinical Scientist and Senior Clinical Scientist Awards:

Nominations to this program are currently being accepted. To be eligible for this opportunity the Principal Investigator must have submitted an application to a BLRD RFA in Fall 2019, received a percentile score better than 20. More information may be found on the BLRD website.

Other Notes

· We are currently working on a Translational Center Funding Opportunity Announcement. The goal of the center is to create an educational entity regarding movement of discovery science down the translational pathway. We would like the center to organize a webinar series where VA investigators with translational experience can share that information with other VA investigators, as well as educational activities that inform VA investigators on translational issues such as FDA regulation, Technology Transfer Program, and other educational topics addressing requirements for IND filling (toxicity, carcinogenicity, DMPK studies etc.). In addition to webinar series, the center will play a major role in creating a list of VA investigators with expertise in different translational areas, who are interested in serving as a mentor for other VA investigators. The center will connect the investigators with mentors and monitor their progress.

· The Tech Transfer program and BLRD will be announcing funding decisions on the Tech Transfer supplement applications in the next 10 days. We hope to be able to release funds to local stations by the end of January but that is dependent on the resolution of the current budget issues. 

· RR&D Updates


Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Congratulations to Levi P. Sowers, PhD: Leading the Launch of a Veterans' Health Concerns Focused Podcast
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Dr. Sowers is a researcher at the RR&D Center for Prevention and Treatment of Visual Loss at the Iowa City VA.  Throughout the podcast series, the hosts, Levi Sowers and research assistant Brandon Rea, discuss a specific medical condition with clinicians/researchers who are familiar with the topic and they include a Veteran’s perspective.

Article in Iowa City Gazette: https://www.thegazette.com/subject/news/health/iowa-city-va-health-care-system-medical-research-podcast-for-veterans-20191203
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS:

SCIENTIFIC REVIEW TIMELINES (refer to applicable FOA/RFA for details):

Please continue to contact RR&D for guidance and to ask questions. 

Center and Research Enhancement Award Program (REAP):
· Application deadline - August 15, 2019

· Scientific Review - October 29-30, 2019

· Scores and Summary Statements – December 2, 2019 

· Administrative Review/Site Visits - November 2019 thru June 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – Subsequent to site visit

Fall 2019 – SPiRE:

· Application deadline – September 11, 2019

· Scientific Review – October 23, 2019

· Scores and Summary Statements released - November 13, 2019

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – December 2, 2019

· Last possible award start date – July 1, 2020

Winter 2020 - Merit, Career Development and Research Career Scientist:

· New RFAs published – October 1, 2019

· LOI and Waiver Request deadline – November 1, 2019

· Last possible application submission deadline – December 11, 2019

· Scientific Review – February 25-28, 2020

· Scores released – March 3, 2020

· Summary Statements released – March 23, 2020

· Intent-to-Fund notifications – by mid-April, 2020

Notes regarding eRA:

Unique Entity Identifier (UEI) to replace the D-U-N-S® number in December 2020. Go to gsa.gov/entityid for details. 

Please note that although the SF424 Application Guide (R&R), FORMS E package forms have an expiration date of October 31, 2019, VA-ORD has confirmed with NIH that we may continue to use these forms and they will be accepted until a FORMS F package has been approved/implemented by OMB. The launch of the new FORMS F package is expected sometime in Spring 2020.



· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH

1.This is a reminder that the call for nomination is now open for the 2019 Under Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research. 
· The Under Secretary's Award for Outstanding Achievement in Health Services Research is the highest honor for VA health services researchers. The Award confers funds for supplementing ongoing peer-reviewed research in the amount of $50,000 per year for up to 3 years, plus a one-time cash award of $5,000. In addition, the Awardee and the Director of the VA Medical Center in which the research is performed receive commemorative plaques, presented at an appropriate venue selected by Health Services Research & Development (HSR&D).

· Completed nomination packets are due by close of business January 31, 2020. For details on preparing an application, please refer to the USH section of the HSR&D website.  Please contact Eric Enone with questions c/o Eric.Enone@va.gov or 202-443-5732.

2. VA Central Office Opportunity:  We have an opportunity for a Scientific Program 
Manager to work with HSR&D in a short-term assignment here in Central Office. Please share this information with researchers at your sites who should contact Liza Catucci for additional information if interested c/o Liza.Catucci@va.gov.

3. 
SDOH RFA:  We are actively working with Program Partners to develop a Social Determinants of Health RFA which will be released in the spring.  Applications will be due in eRAgrants.gov in June 2020 and reviewed at the August 2020 SMRB.

4. QUERI Program Merit Review Request for Applications (RFA)
· The Intent-to-Submit (ITS) closed on September 19.

· 23 ITSs were received

· The last possible submission deadline was December 12. 

· The scientific merit review for QUERI Program applications will be held on 
March 3-4.
· Scores will be released by March 11 and summary statements by March 31.

· Funding decisions will be released in early April.

5. QUERI Global Merit Review Request for Applications (RFA) 
· The Intent-to-Submit (ITS) closed on November 1.

· 9 ITSs were received

· The last possible submission deadline was December 12.

· The scientific merit review for QUERI Global applications will be held on March 5.
· Scores will be released by March 11 and summary statements by March 31.

· Funding decisions will be released in early April.[image: image4.bmp]
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