Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, December 18, 2017
1. Welcome – Rachel Ramoni, DMD, ScD

2.  Human Subject Protections - Karen Jeans, Ph.D., CCRN 
Human Subject Protections

1.  Status of the Implementation of the Final Rule - revision of the Common Rule

The status of the implementation date of the revision of the Common Rule remains unclear.  The majority of the provisions of the Final Rule published on January 19, 2017 revising the Common Rule are set to be implemented on January 19, 2018.  On October 7, 2017 on the Executive Office of the President Office of Management website, OMB indicated that HHS was reviewing a proposed one-year delay of the revised Common Rule's implementation date while allowing the use of three burden-reducing provisions during the delay year.   There is a process currently underway to seek a delay in the implementation of the revised Final Rule.  VA has been and is currently operating under the assumption that the process to seek a delay in implementation of the revised Common rule will occur.  VA is in communication with other Federal agencies about this process.


2.  ORD sponsored cyberseminar

The planned ORD-sponsored cyberseminar on NIH policy updates to Certificates of Confidentiality will be held on Tuesday, December 19th from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. EST.  It will be recorded and posted on the PRIDE website for those unable to attend.  You may register using the following link:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/403570631065696001.

ORD will also be sponsoring the cyberseminar: “Records Management Training for the VA Research Community.” This training will occur on January 16, 2018 from 2 to 3:30 p.m. EST and will be repeated on January 30, 2018, from noon to 1:30 p.m. EST  It will be led by Matthew Staden, VHA Records Officer, and will focus on answering and discussing records management questions as they relate to the records schedules in Records Control Schedule (RCS) 10-1.  You may register for either of the sessions at the following link:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/653061915496003073.  Please contact Ms. Lucindia Shouse or Ms. Soundia Duche if you have additional questions regarding the Cyberseminar or registration instructions.

3. Yearend Budget Updates FY18 budget status – Allen Dunlow, MHA

Mr. Dunlow reviewed several items of budget interest and concern:

1) The Research Appropriation is still operating under a Continuing Resolution until 22 December 2017.  We anticipate Congress will pass another CR before the current CR expires.  But even if the Government shuts down, Research will not be immediately impacted and will expenses using prior year carry over.

2) FY18 Budget Guidance was sent out by Mr. Dunlow two weeks ago which discussion operations during the CR, the 4% target carry over and other specific items of interest.

3) ShEEP/LAMb reviews have been completed and scored.  Mr. Dunlow anticipates dollars will be release first or second week of January 2018.

4) The Specific Purpose dollars that were going to be realigned by VHA Finance have been restored to our control for FY18.  TDAs for those funds have already been processed.

5) Mr. Dunlow is establishing an additional mail group for those who might like to be included in his updates and comments to the field.

6) TDAs have been processed for the additional dollars received for this current CR.  An additional 5% of project funding was released.  There was a duplicate distribution of Program 8100 dollars so stations will see a reversal of that duplicate distribution.

7) This last TDAs inadvertently included distribution amounts at the cents level – not rounded to the whole dollar.  VHA Finance has provided guidance that those TDAs will not be reversed; the dollars went out as intended.  The disconnect may be in the AACS reports which round to the dollar and may appear to cause an imbalance.  VHA has stated that they will modify the report so cents are visible.  

4. Service Updates:

· BLR&D and CSR&D Updates – Christopher T. Bever, Jr., M.D.
· Miriam Smyth, Ph.D.
Fall 2017 Scientific Review

BLRD and CSRD Fall 2017 review panels have been completed. I wanted to remind everyone that while applicants and stations are understandably anxious for the results of the meetings, and specifically their applications, please allow us in the Office of Research and Development the time to process the results from the review meetings and prepare for our Margin Meeting. Once the funding decisions are made, Portfolio Managers may be contacted.  No contact with the Portfolio Managers should occur prior to the January 18 Margin meeting.  

LOI decisions for: 

BX18-007: BLR&D Collaborative Merit Review Award for Research (I01) 

BX18-010: BLR&D Drug Development Merit Review Award (I01)

Will be made the second week in January.

Notes from the Services, Spring 2018:

· Submission deadline for RCS/SRCS and Promotions are due March 1

· Submission deadline for Merits, Career Development, and Pilot Awards are due March 12

Also, a reminder that the bridge funding for clinician investigators is limited to the BL service. Any questions can be directed to Drs. Krull or Bever.

Letters went out to the field regarding field based meetings on December 2, 2017. Any questions should be directed to Dr. Bever.

Nomination packets are due for the Barnwell and Middleton Awards on Feb 1, 2018. Questions can be directed to Dr. Kimberlee Potter.

· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, Ph.D.
Samuel J. Heyman Service to America 2018 Nominations

Please look at the “SAMMIES” website, review the categories, and if you feel you have employees worthy of recognition, submit the nomination packets. Nominations are being accepted in all categories through January 17, 2018. 

https://servicetoamericamedals.org/ : main site 

https://servicetoamericamedals.org/nominate/index.php : how to nominate and forms

In the News

[image: image1.bmp]The January 2018 issue of O, The Oprah Magazine, includes an article called “Oprah’s 2018 Health Heroes”. One of those featured is Rory Cooper, PhD, Director of the Human Engineering Research Laboratories of the Department of Veterans Affairs and University of Pittsburgh, and last year’s SAMMIE winner in the Science and Environment Category.
Review Updates

Fall 2017 SPiRE Review:
All PIs should have received notification via an eRA system-generated email regarding the review outcome of their application on December 12. An additional email was sent to the PI, ACOS and AO for applications that have been selected for funding. 

Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO by the end of this week.

Winter 2018 Review:
We are still completing the receipt and referral process for applications received for review this cycle. 

Meetings will be held February 27 – March 1, 2018. Impact scores will be released in eRA on March 6. Summary statements will be released on March 27 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-April.

Spring 2018 SPiRE Review:
Special Interest Note:
Of particular interest this cycle are studies that include aims addressing:
· Prosthetic needs of Women Veterans with amputations. 

· Non-pharmacological activity-based interventions for chronic pain impacting outcomes that may include pain reduction, medication use, ADL, and QoL.

· Moral injury of deployed Veterans. 

· Education and/or training to promote return to work.  

Investigators are urged to discuss proposed applications with the RR&D Scientific Program Manager relevant to their area of study. https://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/meritreview.html 

The LOI submission deadline is February 1 for the March application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions are available on the RR&D website at http://www.rehab.research.va.gov/guid/guide.html. Resubmissions only need to include the cover page and an updated list of key personnel, if applicable. LOIs must be e-mailed to rrdreviews@va.gov  as a single PDF file. Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_LOI (e.g., Jones_122_LOI). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] LOI for Spring 2018 SPiRE Review.

Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than February 1 for the March application submission. Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Spring 2018 SPiRE Review. 

Notes regarding eRA:
Legacy PDF application packages (traditional Grants.gov process) are no longer available. All VA submissions must now come through Grants.gov Workspace or eRA Commons Application Submission System & Interface for Submission Tracking (ASSIST).

Training resources for the Grants.gov Workspace process are available at https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/workspace-overview/workspace-process.html. Additionally, there are several videos available at https://www.youtube.com/user/GrantsGovUS. 

ASSIST training resources (a recorded presentation, user guides and some other helpful resources) are available at https://era.nih.gov/era_training/assist.cfm (note that VA applications are Single-Project). There is also a video targeted to SBIR, but we are told that this information works for VA-ORD applications: https://grants.nih.gov/news/virtual-learning/upcoming_webinars.htm
· HSR&D & QUERI Updates –  David Atkins, M.D., MPH
      Amy M. Kilbourne, Ph.D., MPH

SMRB Updates:

Of the 214 ITSes received, 182 full applications were received for Winter 2018 review cycle.

· Parent RFA = 103

· Pilot RFA = 39

· Nursing Research Initiative = 2

· Suicide Prevention = 9

· LHI-Provider Behavior RFA = 5

· LHI-Measurement Science RFA = 7

· Implementation Research Project = 2

· Community Care  = 3

· Randomized Program Evaluation = 1

· QUERI Parent/Partnered Initiative = 4

· QUERI Innovators Network = 1

· Career Development = 15

Applications are currently being processed in eRA, and reviewer assignments to applications will be made soon. 
HSR&D’s review meetings are scheduled to take place March 13-16, 2018 in Washington, DC. Scores are expected to be released the week following the completion of the meetings.
QUERI Updates:

QUERI-VISN Implementation Initiative Startup Funding
The VHA Quality Enhancement Research Initiative (QUERI), Health Services Research & Development Office of Research and Development (ORD) program announces an opportunity to compete for QUERI-VISN Partnered Implementation Initiative (PII) startup funds to support implementation of effective practices addressing one or more of the following healthcare priority goals selected at the VHA National Leadership Council by Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) leadership:
· Implement effective care coordination models for community care

· Enhance implementation of suicide prevention services 

· Improve access to medication-assisted therapy for opioid use disorder treatment & alternative therapies for pain. 

QUERI intends to fund up to $100K over 6-12 months for implementation of an effective practice in at least one medical center, with the option of applying for future full partnered implementation funding (3 years, $1M) to promote further scale-up and spread across the VISN. The proposed implementation work must be co-led by a VISN Director or his / her designee/direct report and an Implementation Specialist (VA investigator with an implementation background).

CIDER Updates:

Nominations for Under Secretary's Award in Health Services Research Now Being Accepted - Nomination packages will be due by COB on January 31, 2018.

New Podcast: Saul Weiner, MD discusses his work in the area of contextual errors and improving primary care encounters for homeless Veterans. 

HSR&D Investigators Help Develop Report on Improving the Patient Referral
The Institute for Healthcare Improvement (IHI) recently released a Report, "Closing the Loop, A Guide to Safer Ambulatory Referrals in the EHR Era," that provides recommendations to help standardize the ways in which primary care practitioners activate referrals to specialists, and then keep track of the information over time. The report was co-chaired by Hardeep Singh, MD, MPH, from HSR&D’s Center for Innovations in Quality, Effectiveness and Safety (IQuESt) in Houston.

From the ESP Program
ESP Report: Telehealth Services Designed for Women: An Evidence Map (VA Intranet only)
Check out upcoming and archived Cyberseminars at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm
Recent Publications
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