Office of Research and Development

Field Conference Call Notes

Monday, December 19, 2016
1. Welcome – David Atkins, MD, MPH
2. Funds Distribution - Allen Dunlow, MHA
Mr. Dunlow reiterated information about funds distribution that he had preciously sent out in emails.  All project funding in the ITA has been distributed to the field.  Stations must be careful to manage this to cover all project expenses for the year.  Only 1st and 2nd quarter CC101 funding has been distributed.  Mr. Dunlow will reevaluate execution at Mid-year to determine appropriateness of additional CC101 distributions.

3. Microsoft Access – James L. Breeling, MD 
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4.  
Program Guides – Marisue Cody, PhD
VHA is doing away with Handbooks and requiring that policy be provided in VHA Directives and implemented in Program Guides.  The Program Guides will be published on the ORD website, be signed by the CRADO, and should be viewed as implementing the policies found in the VHA Directives.  ORD is beginning revisions of the policies that are currently out of date. Workgroups that include field research staff have been started for a few of these policies and additional field input will be requested once there are drafts to review.  Volunteers to serve on workgroups are welcome. 



5. Research Updates – Stephen Herring

VA RESEARCH CURRENTS – Recent News
Study links herbicide exposure, high blood pressure
Posted in VA Research Currents 12/13/2016

A VA study has found that exposure to herbicides is “significantly associated” with the risk of high blood pressure in members of the Army Chemical Corps. The study found that 81.6 percent of Veterans who sprayed herbicides during their service in Vietnam had high blood pressure, compared with 72.2 percent for those who didn’t spray herbicides and 64.6 percent of those who never served in Southeast Asia. The study was recently published in the Journal of Occupational and Environmental Medicine.

Associated VA Research Topic Page  Cardiovascular disease  Vietnam Veterans
VA researcher seeks to improve HIV care for Vets in rural areas
Posted in VA Research Currents 12/13/2016

A research project is using videoconferencing to connect Veterans with HIV in rural areas with VA specialists in remote locations. Dr. Michael Ohl of the Iowa City VA Health Care System is seeking to create a model that will improve the quality of care for Vets who live far from specialty clinics. In 2010, rural Vets with HIV were 86 minutes by car from the closest infectious disease clinic. Ohl notes that most patients prefer to communicate directly with HIV specialists rather than work through their primary care doctors. He hopes videoconferencing programs will better serve the needs of rural Veterans with HIV, and believes this model may also be applicable for other conditions.

Associated VA Research Topic Page  Infectious Diseases  Rural Health
VA ORD RESEARCH NEWS BRIEFS
AspireAssist device leads to greater weight loss 

(12/14/2016) 

Patients equipped with the AspireAssist System, a tube placed in the stomach that allows stomach contents to be drawn out, lost more weight than patients who received only lifestyle counseling. In a year-long study in obese patients, patients who received both lifestyle counseling and the AspireAssist lost an average of 12.1 percent of their body weight, compared with a 3.5 percent loss for patients who only received counseling. This treatment could prove effective for long-term treatment of obesity, according to the study authors. It should be noted that the company that makes the device funded the study, which involved the San Diego VA and numerous university sites, and was involved with analyzing the data and preparing the manuscript. (American Journal of Gastroenterology, Dec. 6, 2016)
HIV increases risk for lung cancer 

(12/14/2016) 

HIV infection could contribute to the development of lung cancer, according to a study of participants in the Veterans Aging Cohort Study. Chronic inflammation and a dysfunctional immune system, both associated with HIV, could increase the risk of lung cancer. The study showed that patients with lower T-cell counts were more likely to develop lung cancer. These findings could be used to target lung cancer prevention to this high-risk group, say the researchers. (The Lancet HIV, Dec. 2, 2016) 

TeleMOVE is an effective weight-loss program 

(12/14/2016) 

A VA San Diego Healthcare System study found that participants in a VA telehealth weight-loss program lost more weight than those in the in-person program. Participants in the new TeleMOVE program lost an average of 8.6 pounds during the 90-day program, while those who attended the MOVE! in-person weight-loss classes lost an average of 4.5 pounds over the course of eight classes. Participants who adhered to the program lost more weight than those who missed sessions, regardless of which program they were in. (Obesity Research & Clinical Practice, Dec. 5, 2016) 

6. Precision Medicine Updates – Sumitra Muralidhar, PhD

Million Veteran Program (MVP)

· 532,000 enrolled as of December 19, 2016

· Eight alpha and beta-scientific projects underway

· New RFA planned for 2017- will be open to researchers from all 4 ORD Services; details forthcoming in January 2017

· IAA with DOE  to leverage their supercomputing expertise and expand MVP Computing infrastructure that will allow broader access and more researchers access to MVP data; CDW data already moved to Oakridge and demonstration of initial operating capability done on December 15, 2016

· IAA with DoD to enroll active duty members in MVP, beginning with the Millennium Cohort Study participants- awaiting FY17 appropriation for DoD

· IAA with NIH to enroll Veterans in the All of Us (AoU) Research Program as a health care provider organization (HPO).  
· Drs. Christopher O’Donnell from Boston, and Philip Tsao from Palo Alto are the VA Co-PIs for AoU

· Awaiting protocol approval by NIH IRB

· expected to launch in Q2 of FY17

· To hit the ground running,  VA will start enrollment at a few of the high-performing MVP sites, and expand to other sites in the out years

7. Service Updates:

· BLR&D and CSR&D Updates – Theresa Gleason, PhD
We are happy to announce that BL/CS are moving toward the end of the review cycle. All panel meetings have been completed.  Scores have been released. Summary statements are being completed and released. We would like to  remind everyone that while applicants and stations are understandably anxious for the results of the meetings, and specifically their applications, please allow us in the Office of Research and Development the time to process the results from the 29 review meetings. Once the funding decisions are made, Portfolio Managers may be contacted.  No contact with the Portfolio Managers should occur prior to the January 12 Margin meeting.  Other questions in the meantime should be directed to for review: vhacoblcsrdrev@va.gov and all other items: vhablrd-csrd@va.gov
· We also remind applicants that under no circumstances should they contact review panel members before, during, or after panel meetings.

RFAs for Spring Cycle will be released in early January.

CSRD announced a new effort, PTSD Psychopharmacology Initiative, in early December to focus highly on our need to advance evidence for medications for PTSD beyond the two currently FDA approved for PTSD.  There are several elements included – such as a training opportunity for those interested in expanding their efforts into medication trials, a survey for individuals who might be interested in participating as a site on these trials, and the opportunity to submit LOIs for PTSD medication trials at any time for our consideration to approve.  The announcement link is http://www.research.va.gov/services/csrd/ppi.cfm  and I am happy to address anyone’s questions on this over email – Theresa.gleason@va.gov .
Request for Information (RFI):  New Research Collaboration between the National Institute on Aging (NIA) and the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) on Alzheimer’s Disease (AD) and Alzheimer's Disease Related Dementias (ADRD).  Please do send the link to VA investigators who might wish to submit information on this topic:  https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-AG-16-083.html.  



· RR&D Update – Patricia A. Dorn, PhD
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Congratulations to Dr. Diedesch, Frederick V. Hunt Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Award Recipient
Dr. Anna Diedesch, AuD, PhD, who is a postdoctoral researcher working at the VA RR&D NCRAR and Oregon Health and Science University, under the guidance of NCRAR researcher Dr. Frederick Gallun, PhD, was awarded the Frederick V. Hunt Postdoctoral Research Fellowship Award from the Acoustical Society of America.  The Hunt Fellowship was established to carry out Professor Hunt's wish that his estate be used to further the science of, and education in acoustics.  Each year, one Fellow is selected, under steep competition, to receive a stipend to support their research on a topic in acoustics at an institution of their choice. Dr. Diedesch proposed a project taking advantage of the NCRAR Anechoic Chamber, which was built by VA RR&D to allow researchers like Diedesch and Gallun to study sounds in a pristine spatial environment. The fellowship will build on Diedesch’s dissertation, which explored how modern hearing aids handle sound in reverberant environments, and will extend this work to hearing-impaired Veterans.  Outcomes of the project will be improved understanding of how hearing-impaired people localize sound and how hearing aids could be better designed to provide the cues these listeners need.
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Anechoic Chamber at NCRAR

http://acousticalsociety.org/funding_resources/fellowships_scholarships#hunt
REVIEW

Fall 2016 SPiRE:
· All PIs should have received notification via an eRA system-generated email regarding the review outcome of their application on December 9. 

· An additional email was sent to the PI, ACOS and AO on December 8 for applications that have been selected for funding. It is RR&D's expectation, and the PI’s responsibility to move forward with the completion of just-in-time (JIT) items (e.g., response to conditions, IRB/IACUC Committee approval, required training for human/animal research, R&D Committee approval, etc.) to bring the award into compliance as quickly as possible. All JIT documents must be uploaded in the JIT Document Manager within 180 days of notification. RR&D issues award start dates on the first of each month. The latest possible start date for awards selected for funding this cycle is July 1, 2016.

· Notification of review results and a courtesy copy of summary statements will be emailed to the ACOS and AO by the end of this week.

Winter 2017:
· We are still completing the receipt and referral process for applications received for review this cycle. 

· Meetings will be held February 27 – March 3, 2017. Impact scores will be released in eRA on March 7. Summary statements will be released on March 28 with intent-to-fund decisions by mid-April.

Spring 2017 SPiRE:
· The LOI submission deadline is February 1 for the March application submission. An LOI is required for each review round, including resubmissions and revisions. LOI instructions and a new RFA will be posted shortly after the New Year.

· Waiver requests for eligibility, budget, and full off-site research (partial off-site waivers will be addressed during JIT) are also due no later than February 1 for the March application submission. Applications submitted without the required approvals will be returned without review. Waiver requests must be submitted separate from the LOI. E-mail waiver requests to rrdreviews@va.gov as a single PDF file.  Name the file as follows: principal investigator’s last name_station number_Waiver (e.g., Jones_122_Waiver). Use the following text in the email “Subject:” line:  [insert PI last name] Waiver Request for Spring 2017 SPiRE Review. 

· Applications must be accepted and verified in eRA by March 15, making the last possible submission date March 10 [corrected applications cannot be submitted after this date].  We strongly encourage early submission so that the PI and Signing Official can take advantage of the 2-day examination period to ensure that any of the problems that might arise at several steps along the way can be corrected. Applications that miss the verification deadline will not be accepted for review.  

Please make sure you review each submission for the following errors that will cause an application to be withdrawn from review for administrative non-compliance:
· All applications must be self-contained (i.e., without use of URLs/hyperlinks) within specified page limits. URLs may only be placed in the Biographical Sketch and Bibliography and References Cited list.

· All applications must contain a Summary Budget Worksheet. If the worksheet is missing, then the application cannot be adequately evaluated. Instructions for the budget section can be found in the VA-ORD SF 424 (R&R) Application Guide and the SPiRE RFA. The worksheet template is available at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm. Verify that the total in the Summary Budget Worksheet and SF424 R&R Budget match and that the budget request does not exceed the allowable amount found in the RFA, unless a waiver has been obtained.

· All applications must contain a Data Management and Access Plan (DMAP) using the ORD template available on the Intranet at http://vaww.research.va.gov/funding/electronic-submission.cfm under Guidance Documents and on the Internet at http://www.research.va.gov/funding/default.cfm under Application and Submission Process.

· All PI and Key Personnel Biosketches must use an NIH Biographical Sketch format that has an expiration date of August 31, 2015 or later.
· HSR&D Update – Naomi Tomoyasu, PhD
SMRB Updates:
Winter 2017 SMRB Review Cycle

· A total of 216 ITSes were received during the ITS cycle, and approved to submit full proposals. 

· The last possible submission deadline to Grants.gov was December 12th, and the eRA verification deadline was December 15th.  
· 172  applications have been received in eRA, and are currently under initial administrative processing. 
· 110 Investigator-Initiated Research (IIR) applications (in response to the Parent RFA)
· 3 IIR application (in response to the Suicide Prevention RFA)
· 7 IIR applications (in response to the Learning Healthcare System Initiative – Measurement Science RFA)
· 5 IIR applications (In response to the Learning Healthcare System Initiative – Provider Behavior RFA)
· 42 Pilot (PPO) applications 
· 5 Nursing Research Initiative (NRI) applications
· The next SMRB review meeting will occur on March 7-10, 2016 in Alexandria, VA. Scores are expected to be released the week following the completion of the meeting. 
For questions regarding the Winter 2017 HSR&D SMRB process, please contact Scientific Merit Review Program staff at vhacoscirev@va.gov. Questions concerning electronic submission (eRA/Grants.gov) should be directed to the eRA mailbox at 
rd-era@va.gov. 

· QUERI Updates – Amy M. Kilbourne, PhD, MPH
The 9th Annual Conference on the Science of Dissemination and Implementation, 
co-sponsored by the NIH and AcademyHealth, took place on December 14-15, 2016 in Washington, DC. Over 90 VA researchers participated as speakers and/or presented posters at the conference.
Proposals are due in June, 2017 for the next round of QUERI Partnered Evaluation Initiatives with the intent to submit due in May. 

CIDER Updates:  Karen Bossi:
NIH-DoD-VA Pain Management Collaboratory
The NIH-DoD-VA Pain Management Collaboratory Funding Opportunity Announcements (FOAs) have been published in the NIH Guide.  The overall goal of this initiative, jointly supported by the NIH, DoD, and VA, is to develop the capacity to implement cost-effective large-scale clinical research in military and veteran health care delivery organizations focusing on non-pharmacological approaches to pain management and other comorbid conditions.

LOI due 2/3/17; Applications due 3/3/17

Service Initiated Project (SIP) on Veteran Engagement at the Research Center Level
The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Office of Research and Development (ORD) announces an opportunity for Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical facilities to compete for service initiated project (SIP) support by the Health Services Research & Development Service (HSR&D) in ORD to identify best practices for engaging Veterans (and other stakeholders) within the VA and to develop tools and resources to assist other ORD research teams in Veteran engagement endeavors.

Proposals due February 3, 2017

Call for Concept Papers: Time-Sensitive Projects on Implementation and Evaluation of VHA Community Networks
The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) Office of Research and Development (ORD) announces an opportunity for Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical facilities to compete for up to three service directed research (SDR) projects supported by the Health Services Research & Development Service (HSR&D) to support the design, methods, and initial analysis of a comprehensive program of research related to the implementation of VHA Community Care.

DUE DATE: January 30, 2017

Check out upcoming and archived Cyberseminars at http://www.hsrd.research.va.gov/cyberseminars/default.cfm 

Recent Publications:
Bush N, Smolenski D, Denneson L, Williams H, Thomas E, and Dobscha S. A Virtual Hope Box Smartphone App for Emotional Regulation and Coping with Distress: A Randomized Clinical Trial. Psychiatric Services. November 15, 2016; e-pub ahead of print.
Gellad W, Zhao X, Thorpe C, et al. Overlapping Buprenorphine, Opioid, and Benzodiazepine Prescriptions among Veterans Dually Enrolled in VA and Medicare Part D. Substance Abuse.  December 7, 2016:e-pub ahead of print.
Hayward R. Lessons from the Rise – and Fall? – of VA Healthcare. Editorial, Journal of General Internal Medicine. December 13, 2016; ePub ahead of print.
Mody L, Greene M, Saint S,  et al., and Krein S. Comparing Catheter-associated Urinary Tract Infection Prevention Programs between VA and Non-VA Nursing Homes.  Infection Control and Hospital Epidemiology.  December 5, 2016;e-pub ahead of print.
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